
"The grounds on which golf is played are called links, being the barren sandy soil from which the sea has retired in recent geological times. In their natural state links are covered with long, rank bent grass and gorse. Links are too barren for cultivation: but sheep, rabbits, geese and professionals pick up a precarious livelihood on them."

	In an Act of Parliament in 1457 King James II attempted to ban the game of golf and decreed that "golfe be utterly cryed downe" in the interests of the national defence. The King was concerned that too much practice on the links meant too little practise with bow and arrow. 
	


King James II 


	There is ample evidence, however, that the Scots took little notice, for there were at least two more Royal edicts intended to concentrate the minds of the monarch's subjects on archery, jousting and allied martial activities rather than golf. But the lure of the links proved much stronger than the threat of severe penalties for those who were caught disobeying. 


	


St Andrews in 1858 
	With the benefit of hindsight it is not too difficult to understand the King's concern. Less than sixty years after that momentous Act of Parliament the Scots were no match for the English archers at the Battle of Flodden in 1513, when they suffered bloody defeat and the loss of not only their King but many members of their noble families.


	It is known that golf was well established in Scotland more than a century even before James II tried to ban it by Parliamentary decree. It was then a rudimentary form of the sport we know today and was probably developed by the fishermen of the east coast of Scotland, who found the rough linksland between the sea and the agricultural land ideal for knocking stones about with sticks as an amusement on their homeward journey from the fishing.


	During the 16th century the game became firmly established on the east coast and began to spread further afield. King James VI became a convert before he acceded to the English throne as James I in 1603, and his mother, Mary Queen of Scots, was also a notable player. So keen was she in fact that she fell foul of the Church for playing golf only a few days after the murder of her husband, Lord Darnley, in 1567.
	


A group of early professionals at 
St Andrews in 1856 


	The royal connection helped spread golf across the country and over the border into England. By the start of the 17th century it was being played from Orkney to the south-east corner of England, although it would be another 150 years before there was any move to bring organization to the game.


America's First Golf Club 
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Harleston's Green was a park situated in the Carolina Lowcountry, in the city of Charleston, South Carolina and was America's first designated place to play golf. 

In 1786, as the nation was dealing with the growing pains experienced by a new democracy, the game of golf was sweeping the British Isles, with formal golf clubs springing up throughout the islands. The natural evolution of things predicated that golf would eventually find its way to the United States. And, in 1786, it did just that, with the formation of the South Carolina Golf Club. Why Charleston? At the time, Charleston represented the economic engine of the South, even referred to as a "London in miniature." She was the busiest port city between Philadelphia and the West Indies and she saw her share of Europeans - especially Scots. It seemed only a matter of time before one of Charleston's many Scottish merchants returned to the Lowcountry with tools of the game becoming so popular back in Britain. 

The wonderful golf writer, Charles Price, describing Harleston's Green in his book, The Carolina Lowcountry: Birthplace of American Golf, writes, "While it is not known how many holes the South Carolina Golf Club had at Harleston's Green, it is known that eighteen holes had not yet come to be regarded as officially a round of golf. (This designation came in time through the influence of the Royal and Ancient, whose course at St. Andrews - the famous Old Course - had that number, although at one time it had twenty-two.) The number of holes made little difference, however, since golf everywhere was what opponents decided it would be." 

It is fascinating to imagine the opening of that first crate of hickory play clubs and feathery golf balls in Charleston Harbor and the sight of them immediately being put to use in the nearest open area - Harleston's Green. And though the South Carolina Golf Club was the first organized club to enjoy golf in this country, it was not a permanent club. The honor of being America's first formally organized and permanent golf club belongs to the St. Andrews Golf Club, Yonkers, New York - although this was years after "Harleston's Green."

