Pavilion Discussion

May 24, 2005
Attendees: Bill Hogan, Dick Babcock, Dick Wolfgang, Bob Guenther, Rich Yarroch, Charlie Parks, Ron Gottschalk, Patty Finan and Ev Hellebuyck

Many different groups are interested in fixing the pavilion roof. Many feel it is unsafe in its present condition. The Lion’s Club, Village, DDA and the 150th Birthday group were all represented at the meeting to brainstorm on possibilities. It was not known how much money from each group is available. 

The Village Council has requested various builders to examine the pavilion. It was determined that six posts are rotted, that the concrete flooring is fine and that it would not make sense to just replace the roof without replacing the posts. The cross bracing and rafters also need to be replaced. Ideas mentioned included making it more handicapped accessible, keeping the new one the same size as the old to make use of the flooring and to determine whether a metal roof would be okay. The pine from the trees was mentioned as a reason for going to a metal roof but the current wooden roof has lasted twenty years. 

The addition of a band shell facing the hill was discussed. If it needs to be off the ground, that will be more work. Rich mentioned a portable band shell that would not have to be attached to the building. Dick Babcock mentioned that we could put in another cement slab to the east of the pavilion and put the band shell on that. Storage of a portable shell was brought up. Rich Yarroch said that the Lions Club would be more interested in helping with the band shell than with the pavilion construction. 

Bob Guenther talked about pre-built packages that you can buy and assemble yourself. We may have to customize the building due to the flooring but both metal and a laminated wood are available. Bob estimated that the package may cost in the $15,000 - $20,000 range. The metal roofing package could be more expensive. A contractor would take only a short time to put together the pre-made building. Bids could be sought while waiting for the package to be delivered. Charlie Parks mentioned that the gazebo in Bird Creek Park was a pre-made structure and a local group assembled it. It was agreed that Bob would draw up some site plans and to bring the catalog of pre-made buildings to the next meeting. He was not sure if the packaged buildings would fit the 30x50 cement flooring. Bob will draw up two plans – one with the band shell and one without. Most of the packages have 2’ overhangs built into them and we would like to keep this in the new design. 

Questions brought up by the group:

The electrical capabilities and cost of underground wiring 

Insurance coverage if volunteers agree to help

State input - will it be necessary? We could also pursue grant money to help pay for it but it was later stated that we may not have time to wait for grant money to be awarded. 

Suggested requirements:

Rich Yarroch said the pavilion is in a natural setting and that we want it to stay that way. We don’t want to cut down any trees. . The current size of the pavilion is appropriate.

The plans have to pass the Village Council to proceed. 

Dick Babcock said that his crew could tear it down at no cost.

Having an entrance on each side is something that would be good to keep in the new design if possible.

Suggestions

Charlie Parks mentioned we should make a master plan and create a phased approach to the area. 

Paver bricks were mentioned for walkways. Dick Babcock had some concerns about using them – with ants, washing out and sinking found in the sidewalks downtown.

Other possible items to add would be a bocce ball court and shuffleboard courts. We may need to add cement ramps for wheelchair access. 

Ev Hellebuyck asked if canvas sides could be added to protect the pavilion from the wind. It was recommended that maybe a club or group could pick that as a project. It was not thought to be difficult. 

Spraying the wood for bugs was mentioned and no birds are living in the pavilion now. 

Rich Yarroch said he was the leader of the group. He also mentioned that it would be nice to have this completed before Labor Day and Art in the Park. 

Bill Hogan reviewed the parks plan and the renovation of the pavilion is mentioned in that. The addition of permanent bathrooms is also listed there.

