Seven Gables Grant Write Up

The House of Seven Gables in Huron City Michigan is a three story Victorian mansion located in the Huron City Museums complex. It was constructed by Langdon Hubbard, the founder of Huron City, who was a lumberman. The original part of the house was completed in 1882, after the Great Thumb Fire of 1881. An addition to the house, a double parlor downstairs and a library and bedrooms upstairs, was completed in 1886. The total square footage of the house is 5, 500 square feet. Rooms include a sitting room, dining room, winter and summer kitchens, five bedrooms, an office, a small conservatory, the double parlor, a library, two servants’ rooms, a large dorm room and four bathrooms. Plumbing and electricity were added in the 1920’s. 

The house is still furnished as it was at the turn of the century. There are some wonderful pieces in the house – beautiful wooden mantelpieces, a large pool table from 1886, a bedroom set in the Eastlake style and original ceiling wallpaper from both 1881 and 1886. It is a beautiful example of what life was like in the early 1900’s. It has remained in the same family for seven generations.

There are several areas that need funding. On the exterior, the major issue is a roof replacement. This will be needed in the next five years, as nothing has been done to the roof in the last 50 years. It has been patched piecemeal as needed and you can see daylight from the attic. However, the wooden shingles do swell when damp to close these off, but the more that happens, the more brittle the shingles become. Painting is another exterior issue – the entire house needs to be repainted. 

Smaller projects needed on the exterior of the house are:

   Replace eaves troughs

   Rebuild and paint the back porch

   Perform minor work on front porch and summer kitchen porch

   Reglaze windows where necessary before the exterior is painted

   Reline and cap the kitchen chimney

   Work on the minor masonry issues

   Rebuild decorative wooden spire on top roof

   Add UV ray film in sitting room – the silk curtains are in shreds

   Decide on screens and shutters and if the family wants them, build and install

   Clear the gardens and replant Victorian style plants as space allows

Within the house, each room has special needs but there are a few things that apply to almost every room. Much of the wallpaper is original to the house and needs to be reproduced. This is an expensive project but as more and more cracks appear in the walls and ceiling due to the house expanding and contracting, this will become a more critical project. Another issue throughout the house is painting. In some rooms it is a touch up of some flaking and in others, the entire room needs repainting and research done as to what colors would have been selected. 

Climate control is something else that needs to be considered. Currently a dehumidifier runs in the summer and there are vents in various rooms to allow air to circulate in the winter when the dehumidifier is off. To close down the building entirely and install climate control would be a huge undertaking. There are no ducts in which to move the air and the electrical wiring would have to be upgraded in order to add such a system. 

There are many pieces of furniture in storage on the third floor of Seven Gables that could be restored and reupholstered so that they may be added to the house. These include chairs, tables, headboards, picture frames etc. 

The double parlor needs to have the ceiling paper reproduced, then the ceiling needs to be stripped and drywall needs to be added. There are large sections of the roof that are cracked and that could fall at any time. Because of the age of the ceiling wallpaper, this has been put on hold until absolutely necessary. (Pics needed of ceiling, medallion, cracks etc) 

The floorboards in the conservatory off the parlor need to be replaced and painted. The porch roof above is leaking so that would be a priority before the conservatory is attempted. 

In the entryway of the house the walls have been sponge painted until the wallpaper can be reproduced. There are also some wood graining areas in the sitting room entryway that would need to be done. The silk sitting room curtains are disintegrating due to the lack of UV ray film in the front window.   

In the office off the dining room, the carpet needs to be replaced and the woodwork done in the bottom corner molding. Lighting needs to be added so that the artifacts can be seen in a better light. 

The summer kitchen walls need to be either stripped and dry walled or replastered.

There was an alarm system installed at one point and if the family decides, it should be fixed or upgraded. 

The last two basement steps need to be replaced.

Pillars of cement need to be poured in the northwest corner of the basement to shore up the current support structure. The existing poles have made holes in the cement flooring due to movement of the house. (pics needed here)

Unused pipes and plumbing should be removed. There are currently only two lines that have water in them and the rest have been capped.

The maids’ quarters need to be repapered in the Victorian style and the bathroom needs to have drywall added and repainted. The hallway outside the rooms also needs to be papered and the ceiling dry walled and plastered.

In three of the bedrooms, the wallpaper should be stripped off and a Victorian style paper put up

The carpet in the oldest son’s bedroom should be replaced as pieces are pulling apart and could become dangerous for guests.

In the bathroom between the two bedrooms, the walls need to be dry walled and repainted.

The bathroom that used to be Langdon’s bedroom should be repapered and possibly the flooring replaced. 

The library needs to be repapered as the condensation in the room has left water marks. (pics needed here).

