Huron City Museums
As you drive along M-25 from Port Hope to Port Austin, in the tip of the Thumb, Lake Huron briefly shows her face. One of the prettiest views is at Huron City Museums, half way between Port Hope and Port Austin on M-25. The lake was the only method of transportation in the early days, as the interior was mostly swamp and trees. Settlement of the interior towns of the Thumb took place close to 20 years after those located on the coast. 

The lake was an important part of the early lumber town, Huron City, founded in 1854 by Langdon Hubbard. A scant six years later, the census shows 440 people living there. Lumber was the business and Langdon built a half-mile dock out into the lake to transport his finished lumber. Owning 30,000 acres in the Thumb helped him become a prosperous lumberman.

The town suffered two major set backs. The first, a fire in 1871, was a tree top fire and left behind enough lumber to return to the 20,000 board feet per day that the company produced before the fire. But the fire of 1881 destroyed any hope of returning to lumbering. The town was converted into a trading center for the local farmers. The fires left behind a soil rich for growing corn, soybeans and sugar beets, which continues into the present. 

Langdon married, had three children – Frank, Annabel and Richard - and lost his wife early. He sent his children to Connecticut with his sister after the first fire in 1871. There they were raised by three spinster aunts and met William Lyon Phelps. He was a life long friend and in 1892 married Annabel. They made Langdon’s home their summer residence until 1938, when Annabel passed away. The beautiful Victorian mansion was then given to his niece, Carolyn Hubbard Parcells Lucas, for safekeeping. She in turn, created the William Lyon Phelps Foundation in 1946 in honor of “Uncle Billy”. On the shores of Lake Huron, she created Huron City Museums, which brings back to life the early town and Uncle Billy’s home. Her descendants currently run the Foundation.
Included in the museum complex are 10 buildings that may be toured by visitors from Memorial Day weekend until the end of September. The welcome center houses many of Dr. Phelps’ writings and books. He was a professor of English Literature at Yale and wrote 29 books. He preached in the Huron City Church every Sunday afternoon from 1922 until 1938, to crowds of 1000 people. Also in the complex are the Huron City Church, the hotel, the general store, a log cabin and the United States Life Saving Station. The station was moved from the Pointe Aux Barques lighthouse, a few miles down M-25. The Victorian mansion – renamed the House of Seven Gables by Uncle Billy – is also available for touring and has remained as it was in his time. Two barns and a carriage shed contain farm implements, sleighs and carriages. The old school teacher’s home houses local displays and clips of home movies can be viewed there. Tour prices range from $10 for both the village and Seven Gables to $6 for either tour. Seniors and children pay reduced prices. 
Events held at the museums include Pioneer Day, with speakers in the church and local historical societies on the grounds. For 2005, this will be on June 18th. The fund-raising event for the Foundation is Red Letter Day on July 30, 2005. Lunch is available on the lawn of Seven Gables and a program is held in the Church at 3:00 pm. Past events have funded restoration of some of the stained glass windows in the Church and partial funding for the new roof for Seven Gables. On August 20, 2005, the grounds will ring with the sounds of saw and shingle mills at the annual Sawmill Day. Spinning wheels, wood carvers, petting zoos, music, food, caning demonstrations and many more items are on the grounds of the museums. The last event of the season is a poetry reading in Huron City Church on September 25 in 2005. Except for Red Letter Day, all events are free to the public. A caning class will be held June 27 through 29, 2005, and a quilting class and possibly a spinning class are in the works. The Historical Society of Michigan comes to the facility in September to hold preservation classes. For more information, contact Patty Finan, director of programs, at 989 428-4123 or visit their Web site at www.HuronCityMuseums.org.                          

