
(MS) — A marriage doesn't
just bring together two people in
love, it also serves as the catalyst
for merging their worlds into one.
For couples who may have had
homes separately from one
another before getting married,
they may be bringing along
housewares, furniture and other
décor that's not necessarily of a
cohesive style. This could mean
it's time to rethink what should be
included in their home together.
It typically involves registering
for gifts from favorite stores as a
way to stock up on items that
reflect mutual taste as a couple.

Today registries are an invalu-
able part of the wedding process,
and one eagerly anticipated by
couples. Registries needn't be
limited to just one store or type of

retail outlet. In fact, a popular
trend in wedding gifts is offering
luxurious throws and pillows as
opposed to traditional linens and
housewares. Brides- and grooms-
to-be are also registering at
places, such as Lowes and The
Home Depot if they desire miter
saws as well as platinum-rimmed
china.

The bridal registry will take
the guesswork out of wedding
gifts, but only if it's used correct-
ly by the couple and their guests.
Here are some guidelines for
using registries successfully,
courtesy of fashion and home
décor designer Adrienne Landau.

• Register three to six months
before the wedding. If you regis-
ter earlier, some seasonal patterns

and promotional items may be
out of season by your wedding
day.

• Visit the store during off-
hours, so you can examine pat-
terns and consider your choices
in a relaxed and tranquil environ-
ment.

• Give yourselves plenty of
time to select what you like.
These are important decisions,
and you should think them over.
Many brides-to-be initially go
into stores alone or browse online
to narrow down their selections,
then return with their partners to
make final decisions.

• Take advantage of registry

consultants. These experts are
invaluable sources of advice
about everything from wedding
etiquette to recommended place
setting amounts.

• Register in a variety of price
ranges. Include high-priced gifts
for guests who can afford them
and less expensive gifts for
shower guests and guests on lim-
ited budgets.

• Use your imagination. China,
crystal, silver, linen and house-
wares are classic wedding gifts
— and perennial favorites with
brides and grooms — but consid-
er registering for other items as
well. Adrienne Landau incorpo-
rate unusual combinations of
materials in striking ways which

are always recognized as her
designs. This individuality
transcends to her home
décor collection with cozy,
and visually appealing fur
pieces that can be the focal
point or conversation piece
of a home. To learn more
about Adrienne Landau and
other ideas for furnishing
your home together, visit
www.adriennelandau.com.

• Don't overlap. Register
for each item in one store
only. Otherwise, you may
get frazzled keeping track of
gifts that have and haven't
been purchased or end up
with duplicates.

• Never announce your
registration in wedding invi-
tations - this implies that
gifts are as important to you

as guests. Friends and family can
make sure word gets out.

• Keep a running gift list.
Make a note of each item you
receive, who sent it and any
thoughts that come to mind when
you unwrap it on a master note
pad. This will make writing
thank-you notes easier. Once
gifts start piling up cards are eas-
ily misplaced, and your memory
becomes unreliable.

• Maintain your bridal registry.
Many stores will keep a registry
active for a year or more. This
way you can see what wasn't pur-
chased and fill in items you real-
ly desire. Additionally, some
guests will refer to the registry
for anniversary gift ideas. 
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We are accepting all major credit cards.

1550 N. Bulgrien Rd., Snover
810-672-9466

E-mail: wingding@greatlakes.net

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-5pm
Fri. 1pm-5pm, Sat. 9am-5pm

Wings C & C Shoppe
Beautiful cake tops, pans, 

everything you need for the perfect shower & reception!

CAKE DECORATING & CANDY MAKING SUPPLIES
Items for the beginner 

as well as the experienced.

• CRUISES
• DISNEY VACATIONS
• HONEYMOON PACKAGES
• MEXICO • CARIBBEAN

Call Today
(989) 269-9535 • Bad Axe

www.hurontravel.com

Huron
Travel 

Huron City Museums
HISTORIC HURON CITY CHURCH
Reserve your wedding date: Call (989) 428-4473

Located on M-25 between Port Austin and Port Hope
www.Huron City Museums.org

•This nondenominational church was built in 1883
with beautiful stained glass windows. 
It is available from May thru October.

•The church seats 200 with ample parking. 
Larger weddings can be accommodated.
Modern restroom facilities on the grounds.

The Franklin Inn
RESTAURANT • MOTEL • BANQUET FACILITY

FULL SERVICE
BANQUET FACILITY

FOR ALL YOUR
WEDDING NEEDS!

•Receptions
•Bridal Shower

•Rehearsal Dinners
•Accommodations for up 

to 450 people
•Great group motel rates

for out of town guests!

•Business Trip •Special Event •Company Coming? •Need Extra Space?
The Franklin Inn features 47 deluxe rooms, some with jacuzzi tubs, 

wireless internet, Club Keno in lounge, great rates available

The Franklin Inn
1070 E. HURON AVE, BAD AXE

989-269-9951

Making memories thatlast forever!

Karen’s Bridal Cottage

34 EAST SANILAC, SANDUSKY
1 Block East of Downtown Light

810-648-4333
Hours: Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10-5 pm; Sat. 10-2 pm

Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.

Mothers, Bridesmaid & Prom
Starting from $10

Choose from our 
extensive wedding gown collection 

BONNY - MARY’S ALFRED • ANGELO • ROMANTIC
Starting at $50

Bring a 

picture of

your dream

gown. 

We’ll Find it!

FOOD & FAMILY CENTER

We’re Your 
One Stop Shop For

Wedding Celebrations!

NORTHGATE SHOPPING CENTER, BAD AXE • 989-269-7442

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7 TO 11 


FOOD & FAMILY CENTER
NORTHGATE SHOPPING CENTER, BAD AXE • 269-7442

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7 TO 11 


Let Us Help You Select The Perfect 
Floral Arrangement For Your Special Day!

McDonaldMcDonald's's

The floral experts at McDonald’s Food &
Family Center can help you select

the perfect bouquets, table
arrangements or any other floral

needs for your special day.

Catering Connection
McDonald'sMcDonald's

~LICENSED CA~LICENSED CATERER~TERER~
989-269-7442 or 989-269-9777

Whether you're planning an affair 
for 25 or 1,000, we offer catering packages 

to suit every size, taste & budget.
FULL SERFULL SERVICE CAVICE CATERING TERING 

AAVVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONSAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Now catering parties at K of C  in Bad Axe,
Ubly Heights, Pigeon VFW, Longshot Lanes 

or the location of your choice.
• WEDDINGS • SHOWERS • GRADUATION PARTIES • FAMILY REUNIONS

• COCKTAIL PARTIES • MOTHER & DAUGHTER BANQUETS

Planning a bridal shower or a wedding reception?
LET MCDONALD’S DELI HELP!

We take the time to really 
get to know you so that we can help 

you plan the perfect wedding. 
Our prices are reasonable, and our food 

is pleasing to the taste. 
•Deli Salads including cole slaw, spaghetti salad, potato, macaroni,

seafood, 4 bean, broccoli, cauliflower + bacon and more!
•Custom made Party Trays , Meat Trays for snacks and

sandwiches and veggie trays
•Baked Beans

It has become the expected practice for couples to register for pre-
ferred gifts for their wedding and life together. But you can think out-
side of the box for unique or unconventional gifts.

GGeett ccrreeaattiivvee wwiitthh wweeddddiinngg rreeggiissttrriieess Engagement etiquette
BY JODI HARRISON
For Hearst Michigan Newspapers

Engagements and the etiquette
associated with this brief won-
derful period are often confusing
for people. While the etiquette of
weddings is much more straight-
forward, people are often con-
fused when it comes to engage-
ments and what is customary.

Engagement rings and customs
associated with them have been
around for quite some time. In A.D.
860 Pope Nicholas I decreed that an
engagement ring become a required
statement of nuptial intent. Rings at
this time were typically made of
gold. Two other customs were
established in that century: If a man
broke off the engagement, he for-
feited the ring, and if a woman
broke off the engagement, she need-
ed to return the ring. As far back as
the early 1500s, there are references
to diamond engagement rings. 

The custom of wearing the
engagement or wedding ring on
what we know as the ring finger
started with the Greeks in the third
century B.C. Greek physicians
believed the “third finger” con-
tained a “vein of love” that ran
directly to the heart; thus the cus-
tom of wearing the ring on the
“third finger” to symbolize an
affair of the heart. From this sim-
ple beginning has come one of the
most romantic traditions of love.
Engagements have always had
romantic mystery surrounding
them. In the early 1800s, when a
gentleman gave his intended a pair
of kid gloves, it meant he was
offering his hand to his beloved.
So a heart held safely in a palm
spoke of steadfast love — “heart
and hand shall never part.” 

There are a few engagement
customs all couples should know.
When you decide to get married,
the first people you share the news
with should be your parents. It is
hoped this is not the first time par-
ents meet their son or daughter’s
intended. It used to be customary
for the man to ask the woman’s
father for permission to marry her.
This is no longer a fashionable
custom. However, I have never

heard a father complain if he has
had such an honor. If you have
been married before and have
children, the children should be
the first told of your engagement,
then your parents. 

Once your parents have been
informed, the parents of the
bride-to-be or a close relative of
the bride often hosts an engage-
ment party. This is not a require-
ment, but it is a very nice ges-
ture. If you decide to have an
engagement party, it is held
before the newspaper announce-
ment of your engagement. These
parties are simple affairs and do
not usually include a dinner. It
should be noted that anyone
invited to the engagement party
should also be invited to the
wedding. If you choose not to
have an engagement party, it is a
nice gesture to send personal
notes to close family and friends
informing them of your engage-
ment and upcoming wedding. 

It is not customary for a guest to
bring a gift to an engagement
party. The couple neither expects
nor desires anything more than
their friends and families warm
wishes for the future. If the parents
or close friends choose to give a
gift to the couple, they should do
so in private. If you are unable to
attend an engagement party or no
party is planned, a simple note
expressing your pleasure is always
appropriate. It is traditional to only
send “congratulations” to the
groom-to-be and to send “best
wishes” for the bride-to-be. 

After your engagement party, it
is acceptable to announce your
engagement in the paper. If there is
no engagement party, you can
announce your engagement at any
time. Most papers have guidelines
available for you to follow. If you
have been divorced or widowed for
some time, it is perfectly accept-
able to announce your engagement. 

Jodi Harrison is the director of
Harrison Associates, which spe-
cializes in business etiquette and
protocol. She is a certified proto-
col consultant. She can be
reached at harrisonj@haeps.com
or (888) 738-6610.

• Enjoy the ceremony and honeymoon without
stressing over small stuff, says Christina Behrend, a
newlywed who battled the post-wedding blues.

“Once you return home, open your gifts. Start on
thank you notes. Look at pictures. Listen to music
you selected from your wedding. This will at least
help you relive and remember the good memories
of your big deal.”

• Don’t let money woes cause wedding stress,
says Jennifer Ahearn-Koch, spokeswoman for
Mattison’s Catering Co. in Sarasota, Fla.

“Right from the start brides and grooms need to
set a budget and stick to it. Any good wedding plan-
ner will keep this in mind and try to make sure the
couple sticks to the plan especially in times when it
becomes tempting to overspend.”

Just say ‘no’ to wedding, marriage stress


