Welcome!
Huron City Museums welcome you to our Web site. We hope you find your visit enjoyable and informative. If you have any questions for us, please visit the contact page and let us know. We’ll be glad to get back with you. 

The museum complex is located half between Port Austin and Port Hope Michigan, on the “Tip of the Thumb”. We had our start as a lumber town in 1854, with Langdon Hubbard being the town founder. His descendants are still keeping the history alive by caring for the buildings of his time. Most of 11 buildings on the 10 acres were built after the 1881 fire that wiped out Huron City. Please see the history section for more information. 

Season

Our season begins on Memorial Day weekend and runs through the end of September. We are open weekends in June and September, but tours can be taken by appointment also. Our main season is July 1 through Labor Day weekend, when we are open Thursday through Monday. Our hours are 10:00 until 6:00, Sunday 11:00 until 6:00. 

Tours

We have two tours that are available. One is of the village buildings – the log cabin, the Huron City Church, the community house/hotel, the United States Life Saving Service Station and the general store. The other tour is the House of Seven Gables. Each tour takes an hour, so both tours take two hours. The House of Seven Gables was named after the book by Nathaniel Hawthorne and was built in 1883. The furnishings are from the late 1800’s, early 1900’s.
Rates

Village Tour or House of Seven Gables Tour: Adults $6 Seniors (62 and above ) $5  Youth (10 to 15) $3. 

Both Village and House of Seven Gables Tours: Adults $10, Seniors $8 and Youth $5. 

Group rates are available for 20 people or more. We also have special rates for school groups. Please call to schedule either of these. 

Events
Our events are held throughout the summer and are on the same weekend every year. All are free except for the fund raiser in July. Funds are provided by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs. 

On the third Saturday in June, we hold Pioneer Day. This celebration of history has presentations by local historical societies and food provided by the local Girl Scout Troop 712. On June 17, 2006, at 11:00 we will have a presentation given by the Port Austin Reef Lighthouse Association. Not many people get to visit this lighthouse due to its location. At 1:00 we will open the Huron City photo archives and ask “Do You Know Me”? We are looking for community members to help us identify people in the old photos. The 3:00 presentation is on Kinde Michigan history and will be given by Amelia Pelletier and Mark Kubacki. Come join us for an informative day!

On July 22 and 23, the 8th Arkansas Company C Reenactment Group will set up camp on the grounds of Seven Gables. Taste their wonderful cooking and see what life in a Civil War camp might have looked like. The cannon firing and night tour are exciting, and there will be a church service in Huron City Church on Sunday morning. 

The last Saturday of July is our annual fund raiser. This year Red Letter Day falls on July 29. We will have lunch on the grounds of Seven Gables, with music provided by a jazz combo. After a catered lunch, the program begins at 3:00 in the Huron City Church. Using archival letters, music to the period and writings by Professor Phelps, we bring a slice of history alive. Stay to enjoy the ice cream social afterwards. Tickets can be purchased for both the luncheon and the program or you can just attend the 3:00 program for a small fee. Proceeds go towards upkeep of the museum complex. Please see the contributions page for more information on our projects.

On the third Saturday of August, our largest event happens on the grounds of the museums. Sawmill Day, August 19, 2006, will see the arrival of the working saw and shingle mills, the chain saw sculptor, music from the Eastern Michigan Music Makers, a petting zoo, pony rides, produce stand, food from the Girl Scout Troop 712, and early phonographs. A shuttle bus service runs from the museums, to the Pointe Aux Barques lighthouse and to Port Hope for their A-B-C Day celebration. 
The last event of the season is our Poetry Reading on the last Sunday of September. At 3:00 on September 24, come join us to listen to the Bards of Bird Creek, a local poetry group. Please bring your own work to read or simply enjoy the wide variety of works provided by the poets. 

Workshops

For a second year, we will hold Workshop Wednesdays on the grounds of the museums. Classes run from 10:00 until 2:00 and most cost only $10. Students need to bring their own lunch and bottled water will be provided. Sue Baughman returns again this year to instruct on spinning wheels on June 7. Barb Murray comes to the museums for the first time to teach basket weaving on June 14. Laurie Conger, local potter and Secretary of the Thumb Arts Guild, also returns to teach pottery on June 21. The last workshop in June is three days long and the cost is $30. Kim Uridge, of Uridge Refinishing, will teach students how to weave chair seats. Chairs will need to be looked at least two weeks ahead of the class so that Kim may order supplies. On September 13, Molly Dando, editor of the Huron County Press papers, leads a class on how to write family histories. What types of questions to ask, how to document the information and organize material will all be covered. Please sign up early, as the space in many of the classes is limited. 
