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Hi Lucinda,

Thanks for your inquiry. The only thing we would have would be some old photos of the quarry. But they are standard ones that have been around for awhile. Sue Porzondek might have more information - she belonged to the Grindstone Historical Society when it was functioning. Her number is 989 738-7402. Another contact would be Judy Marion at 989 738-6410. She is the owner of the Grindstone General Store and has old photos in her shop (which is closed for the season). But she might have more information about the area. 

I do know that Grindstone City was founded by Captain Aaron Peer and there are three dates mentioned 
 1834, 1837 and 1845. He bought 400 acres and used the stone in the area to 
flag the streets of Detroit
. Grindstone was later found to be good for sharpening tools and blades and the town prospered between 1887 and 1930. They dug the grindstones out of the ground and shipped them around the world 
 from Russia to Germany to Africa. They were first shipped by boat and later by railroad. Once carborundum replaced grindstones to sharpen blades, Grindstone City decreased in popularity. Mail and telegraph connections were made in 1874. The town was spared in the 1881 fire and they used boats docked there to take the wounded away from the area. 

The fishermen later used the old quarries to store the fish they caught before they were shipped back east. 

US Census data shows the Grindstone and Whetstone Company formed by Wallace and Prentiss, made 1600 tons of grindstones valued at $49,600 and 3000 gross of whetstones valued at $12,000 in 1870. The company employed 48 men then. 

W. H. Cooper and Co. made 1400 tons of grindstone valued at $16,800. 34 men employed for 9.5 months of year. 

In 1880 
 Lake Huron Grindstone & Whetstone Co produced gr. Valued at $35,000 and Worthing and Sons made $42,000. 

3000 tons of grindstones made each year, some weighing 7500 pounds and also large amt of scythe-stones and axe bits. 75 men employed 1880 started salt block and make 30000 barrels of salt annually.

If he needs more information, please let me know. I am out of the office on Mondays until 5 pm but you can call after that. The number is 989 738-6007.

Hope that helps!
Patty Finan
director of programs
Huron City Museums
989 738-6007
cell 989 670-8196


