The Inn or Community House

The Victorian double parlor was a necessity for the family who owned the inn to retreat to in order to be away from the guests. The double parlor was a courting room, as the young couple would visit in the back part, and the family would supervise from the front part.

   Notice the piano and mandolin and books and crafts: these were the things families entertained themselves with before the days of television and radio. A kaleidoscope is placed on the small stand near the chair. The small footstool contains a metal hot water foot warmer.

   The flower wreath in the back parlor is encased in glass, and is composed of dried flowers. The wreath was made during the winter when fresh flowers were unavailable. The table underneath the wreath is an example of tramp art, so-called because it was made out of scraps. 

   The phonograph near the window uses cylinder-shaped records instead of disc-shaped ones. The earphones were not headphones, but were actually hearing aids. The photo albums nearby are full of unidentified pictures. When families got together, a hired photographer would take enough pictures to make a family album. Between the two seats, near the bookcase, stands a Mother of Pearl sewing kit. The chair to the left of the door has boxes in the arms for sewing needles and thread. 

   There are eight guest rooms upstairs, but since the tour doesn’t include the second floor, this end master bedroom ahs been made to look like a typical guestroom. 

Innkeepers Room

   The pitcher and basin were used to wash with before the days of in-door plumbing. There are curling irons which were heated by placing them on the stove.

Dining Room   

   This room was used by the guests to eat in, with up to five or six tables in here. The innkeeper kept his cabinets open and tables set to be prepared for meal time and as a way of displaying the china. The fashion is approximately 1875-1900.

The flower paintings were done by Annabellle Phelps, who was an avid painter in her later years, and whose work can be seen in Seven Gables and the Red Brick Museum.

