Uncle Bob Engine

The “Uncle Bob” engine is a 10 horsepower Fairbanks-Morse “Z” Model Horizontal Oil Engine, built in approximately 1918. It was so aptly named after the person who restored it, Robert Hamilton, brother of the late Frances Parcells.

This engine was originally used in Huron City to pump water from the lake from about 1920 to 1950 when it was replaced with electric pumps. Billy Pottinger would crank up this engine several times a day to supply the town with needed water. The pump can be found in the back barn.

This engine originally ran on a fuel mixture of kerosene and water. The water kept the explosion of the mixture smaller so as not to overheat the cylinder. The hopper is filled with water to act as a coolant, similar to a radiator.

This engine could be started with one person. Once it was started the giant flywheels would keep up the momentum until it fired again. Notice the glass oiler on top that drips oil into the cylinder. It is also equipped with a magneto and fuel pump.

