Time Line for Huron City’s Past
1830’s 

Pioneer settlers dotted Huron County with their log houses, one of which 


now sits in Huron City.

1839

Hubbard men from Connecticut settled in Sanilac County

1845

Huron City settled by Theodore Lewis; named site Willow Creek, after 


the river

1854

Langdon Hubbard sent to “Huron” to manage Hubbard lumber business.

1862

Langdon Hubbard married Amanda J. Lester, niece of George Lester, of 


whom Langdon bought out.

1860’s

Amanda gave birth to Frank, Annabel, and Richard. Hubbard sawmills 


produced 20,000 board feet per day. Langdon acquired about 30,000 acres 


of wooded land.

1868

Amanda passed away.

1871

October: The Forest Fires in Wisconsin, Ohio, and Michigan destroyed 


thousands of acres of forests, causing general havoc in the Midwest. 


Huron City was destroyed but much of the surrounding forests were still 


usable. Langdon’s home, Forestview, was destroyed



November: Langdon Hubbard started to rebuild – built second home, 


Lakeview, finishing in 1872.

1870’s

Huron City was totally rebuilt and once again its sawmills were producing 


20,000 board feet per day out of pine, beech, maple, ash, elm, and 



basswood. Langdon’s three children sent to Connecticut with Jeanette, 


Langdon’s sister, to be raised in the east.

1876

The US Life Saving Service commissioned the No. 2 station at Pointe aux 


Barques; this station was moved and restored by Huron City Museums in 


1964.

1881

September: The Great Thumb Fire destroyed farms, forests, 225 people 


and Huron City. Between the two fires, Langdon lost $250,000 worth of 


property and goods.

1882-86
Langdon’s business interested shifted from lumber to banking and real estate in an attempt to recover from financial loss. Langdon’s three children, who were raised by their aunts in Connecticut, returned to Huron City to live with Langdon. Frank started six banks in Huron county and helped his father in their new interests. Huron City made the transition from a once busy lumber center to a quiet trading town. Langdon’s General Store was built. Mr. Neal erected his third inn in Huron City. Langdon donated property and money to build the Methodist Episcopal Church.

1885
Frank Hubbard and Billy Phelps robbed in the general store.

1886

Langdon doubled the size of his third home in order to accommodate his 
children and their guests.

1892

September: Langdon passed away.



December: Annabel married William Lyon Phelps

1893

June: Lakeview became “Seven Gables,” the new summer residence of 
Billy and Annabel Phelps, where the couple spent over forty summers.

c. 1900

Billy Phelps became Lampson Professor of English Literature at Yale, 
where he and his wife lived during the academic year. (New Haven CT)
1903

Billy’s mother dies at age 79

1910
Billy and Annabel move into their 110 Whitney Avenue home in New Haven.

1933

Billy Phelps retired from Yale.

1939

Annabel Phelps passed away.

1943

Billy Phelps and Frank Hubbard passed away. Frank’s daughter Carolyn 
Hubbard Parcells, inherited Seven Gables from her Uncle Billy.

1947

The William Lyon Phelps Foundation was established by Charles A. 
Parcells, Sr. and Carolyn Hubbard Parcells.

1948

Charles A. Parcells, Sr. passed away.

1951

Carolyn Hubbard Parcells married Russ Lucas.

1952

The Huron City Museum was established by the Foundation and the 
William Lyon Phelps Memorial Museum was built at Huron City.

1953

Elizabeth Lockwood Hubbard passed away.

1986

Russ Lucas passed away.

1987
 
Carolyn Hubbard Parcells Lucas passed away.

2002

Huron City Museums celebrate 150 years in existence.

2005
  Elizabeth Parcells, Curator at Huron City Museums, passed away.

2006
Charles A. Parcells, Jr. Chairman of the Board for the William Lyon Phelps Foundation, passed away. 
