Ira Trumbull’s letter from Huron City to 

Frank Hubbard in Hartford CT, 1881

Friend Frank, 

Your postal received in regard to the fires here. They have been raging with great fury but are now subsided. There were about sixty-seven people in this town that suffered by the fire, more or less. Some lost everything they had, while others only lost some clothing. It is estimated that about 300 persons were burned to death in Huron and Sanilac counties. The fire of 1871 is nothing compared with this one. The people that burned out are in very destitute circumstances. They have nothing to eat and are half clothed. We expect relief up here soon, which will relieve them greatly. They have got to have it or become regular tramps.  Your father’s loss is very heavy but he seems to bear it very good. Watson Hubbard has been up here about a week with your father. Did not save much of the store – only some clothing and a few dry goods. The fire broke upon us before we were aware of it and swept through the place. I do not think the town was over a half an hour burning. And all the people had to go down in the large field in order to save their lives. We laid out in the field two nights. The heat was so intense, the smoke so dense that it was almost suffocating. While we were in the field, as you may imagine, we had it hot and thick. Mr. Scott has left your father’s employ – he is in Bad Axe now. Nothing else of importance. 

Yours truly, Ira. 

PS Regards to Richard.
