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Contact: Patty Finan, director of programs at 989 428-4123 Thursday through Monday  or 989 738-6007 Tuesday and Wednesday

Huron City Museums Excited About An Expanded Sawmill Day

Huron City Museums are planning their biggest Sawmill Day ever! From 10:00 am until 5:00 pm on August 16th, the museums’ grounds will be busy with many activities. All outdoor activities are free to the public.

The main focus of this event is the coming of the shingle and saw mills. Wayne Lenton of Ubly is bringing his sawmill and Loren Stein of Pigeon provides the shingle mill. George Hiller of Port Hope is the sawyer for this year’s event. Thanks go to Gil Tinsey, who helps to provide power for the mills with his tractor. All ash lumber and cedar shingles created at Sawmill Day will be for sale by sealed bid. The Fairbanks-Morse “Z” Model Horizontal Oil Engine will also be on display. This engine powered the water pump at Huron City from the 1920’s through the 1950’s. The mills will run from 10:00 am until the logs run out!

Other activities on the grounds include spinners and weavers, led by Pat Duever. Ed Deming, a chain saw sculptor, will be giving demonstrations and will also have creations for purchase. Empkie’s Farm Market is bringing fresh produce for sale. The corn sheller, popular with the children, will be manned with corn provided by Don Kanaski. Animals from the Maplewood Farm Petting Zoo and General Store will be on the grounds as will llamas from the Sandy Acres Llama Farm. Horseback rides will be available for $3.

Music throughout the day will be provided by the Eastern Michigan Music Makers. Check out the Tenth Michigan Infantry  who will make their camp on the lawn of Seven Gables. From 10:00 am until 11:00 am the “Nasty Hatchet Tour” of one and two cylinder cars manufactured between 1901 and 1913 will be located near the parking lot. 24 cars are expected this year. Eddie Kubacki, who runs Eddie’s John Deere Museum, is bringing a display. 

Food for the event will be provided by Girl Scout Troop 712. Fresh baked goods and hand crafted items will be for sale along with brats and sodas. There may even be some Girl Scout cookies left!

Funding for the event is provided from a grant awarded by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs, which is administered by the Huron County Economic Development Corporation. With a portion of these funds, two Thumb Area Transit buses will run from Huron City to Lighthouse Park to Port Hope for A-B-C Day and to Harbor Beach for the Carriage House Art Fair.  What a great way to see it all!

The Huron City Museums’ hours are Thursday through Monday, 10:00 am until 6:00 pm with Sunday hours from 11:00 am until 6:00 pm. The last tour always leaves at 5:00 pm. They are located between Port Hope and Port Austin on M-25.  For more information call 989 428-4123 or visit their Web site at HuronCityMuseums.org. 

