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	Upcoming Events
October 27- 29; November 3-5: PACP Fall Musical

October 28: Last Farmer’s Market: Halloween Spectacular

October 28: Fall Clean Up: Huron County Nature Center
October 31: Kid’s Halloween Parade & Party
October 31: Trunk or Treat: United Protestant Church.
Need to get ahold of us?  It’s easy!  Call us at (989) 738-7600 and leave a message.  Or you can email us at pacofc@airadv.net.
Our Mailing Address Is:

Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of Commerce PO Box 274, Port Austin MI. 48467


	Summer Review
Time marches on and as the chill winds and rain of Autumn come upon us, another Summer is in the books.  The Summer saw some high points and some low points but all in all was moderately successful.  Here’s a quick recap of what happened.
The Summer usually kicks off for Port Austin in May with the Spring Breakout Classic Car Show and that got the season off to a great start despite one of the days being cold and rainy.  130 cars registered with event officials and many more were in the parade that Saturday.  Next we move to Memorial Day where the Legion put on a wonderful ceremony honoring those men and women who died for our country. June opened with the Thumb Area Charter Captains Association Kids Fishing Clinic in Grindstone City where quite a few youngsters showed up to learn the basics of fishing and hopefully pick up a new hobby.  Just a couple weeks later Bocce Ball rolled into town and this year’s tournament was the best ever with 57 teams and hundreds of spectators.  Chad Ziel and The Pool Hustlers won the tournament title and Norb Kidd’s team from Port Austin Auto Parts won the consolation braket.  The Chamber’s Spring Fundraiser raffle was held on the final night and posted a dramatic improvement over last year, with $3,050 in profits.  Just two weeks later, the Charter Captains again came forward and presented their Off Shore Challenge Fishing Tournament which blew away all expectations on how successful it would be.  July opened with the Farmer’s Market and opening day turned out to be wild with more people than anyone could have imagined.  The Chamber’s 50/50 raffle, held every Saturday at the Market, brought in an incredible $575 to our coffers and the Market continues to be a huge deal for Port Austin, bringing people as far away as Texas to see our little community and shop here.  The Farmer’s Market was just a teaser for whole July 4th Weekend, with TAG’S Art At The Garfield and 1860’s Base Ball also occurring that weekend.  The main event was of course on July 4th, with a great parade and live music downtown, capped off with a Fireworks display that evening.  While the Fireworks were not as good as they could have been due to the high water and wind, they did go off and provided a nice tribute to another of our nation’s birthdays.  Things quited down for a couple weeks until the third week in July, when the Port Austin School Reunion once again brought them in droves to town.  A nice time was had by all as friends and family came home to visit and catch up.  That same weekend, the sounds of the Civil War came to Huron City as re-enactors, civil war buffs and the curious converged on the historic site for an encampment.  The busy month of July ended with a production of Pied Piper at the Playhouse, and Red Letter Day at Huron City.
August began where July left off, busy as the Port Austin Historical Society held it’s first Heritage Fest on the first weekend.  The event had a good turnout, especially at the Chamber’s beer tent as a great time was held by all. The following weekend, the M-25 Yard Sale Trail came to Port Austin and those folks found many yard and 

garage sales to shop at.  The Legion also held its Corn Roast that weekend and had a great turnout as many folks found an excuse to stay in town.  On the 19th, Sawmill Day once visited Huron City and the United Protestant Church once held it’s Summer Festival, both events went well.  A letdown occurred as the Water Festival, scheduled for the third weekend of August had to be cancelled due to lack of interest, however we made up it with a strong Farmer’s Market that day and finally August ended the way it came in, busy as a huge crowd turned out the PACP’s Great Event XX.  
Summertime is usually considered over by the time Labor Day gets here, and TAG celebrated that as they always do, with Art in The Park.  A ton of artists showed up and people came from all over to check it out.  And last but not least, the sleepy little town of Kinde woke up with a start as they held their first Polka Fest.  A huge turnout ensured that this wont be a one time deal.  As you can see, Summer was certainly a busy season…but that’s how we like it.  The Chamber wishes to thank everyone, members, volunteers and community members who played a part, however small, in making this a great summer!

Chamber Elections
On September 11th, the Board of Directors held it’s Annual Meeting and Elections at Breakers-on-the Bay.  Representing the Board were President Casey Bruce, Vice Presidebnt Dave Dybowksi, Trustees Laura Mayes and Michel Ricou and last but not least, Treasurer La Nette Wiese.  Lori Babcock was unable to attend so Chad Later, the Chamber’s Executive Director filled in as Secretary.  Members at large who made it were: Helen Ranger, Helen Brecht, Don Pascarella, Marilyn Bruce, Rene Nichols, Tracey Ignash, Mike Morgan, Darcie Finan, Patty Finan, Scott Casper, Del & Dianne Ruth, Donna Zeb and Ron Wyatt.  After observing a moment on silence to honor the victims of 9/11, Casey than gave everyone a rundown of what the Chamber did over the past year.  Chad than read the minutes from the 2005 Meeting and La Nette gave a report of how the Chamber stood financially.  And than it was time for the election.  The positions of President, Secretary and Laura’s Trustee spot were up for grabs and Casey, Lori and Laura all were running unopposed.  Casey asked for any write-in’s for each position and with none forthcoming, the members voted.  The final tally was Casey Bruce 23-0, Lori Babcock 23-0, and Laura Mayes 23-0.  And so the present Board will continue on until next September when the other three Board positions are open.  After the election, Casey asked the members if they had any questions and spirited conversation was held about the Farmer’s Market for about twenty minutes or so until the Meeting was adjourned.  The Chamber wishes to congratulate Casey, Lori and Laura on their re-election, Del & Dianne Ruth for hosting the event and the members who showed up to participate.  
Farmer’s Market News

John & Lisa Pridnia wish to thank everyone who has participated in the Market so far this year and have helped to make it a huge success.  John recently secured a grant in the amount of $10,000 from the Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative for use at the Market.  This money will be spent on improvements to the Market for next year, such as bike rakes, colorful picnic tables with umbrellas and a trailer to store everything when it is not in use.  Also, the Market’s last day is October 28th and it will be a special Halloween Farmer’s Market.  Kids from all over Huron County are invited to come to the Market wearing their Halloween costumes and trick or treat the vendors, who will also be dressed up.  So if you have not yet visited the Market, come over and see for yourself why it is such a wonderful event.  Chad also sends word that as of press time, the Chamber 50/50 at the Market has raised over 4,0000 dollars. Bad weather has hampered ticket sales occasionally, as has the lack of volunteers to assist him but the raffle is still a wonderful money-maker for the Chamber.  Chad wishes to thank everyone who showed up to volunteer and all the vendors and customers who have bought tickets.
Quick Hitters

The Chamber is pleased to announce that plans are now being made for the winter festival on January 12-14 2007.  Details are still being worked out but so far we have come up with a ton great activites  but there is still a lot of time to fill, in addition to a name for the event.  So if you have any ideas or want to take an active role in planning, please contact John Pridnia, Dave Dybowski or Chad Later.

Invoices for 2006-2007 membership are currently in the mail now.  If you have not received one..or know someone who wants to join the Chamber, please contact Chad at the Chamber office.
The Chamber has new office hours to better serve you.  We are now open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 pm to 3 pm.  We are still open on Friday from 10 am to 2 pm and until the Farmer’s Market is finished, Saturday office hours are from 2 pm to 4 pm.  
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