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Mark Your Calendar Feb/Mar 2008
Feb 1
Deadline for tagging or removing materials from Civic Center

        1
American Legion Fish Fry 4 – 8 PM

        2
Wild Game Dinner Port Austin Conservation Club

        4
Monthly G.P.A.A.C.O.C .Mtg. 5:30 Civic Center

        9
3 On 3 Hockey Tournament Port Austin Conservation Club

28 Outdoorama Rock Financial Expo Center
29 Outdoorama

Mar 1
 Outdoorama
        2
 Outdoorama

22  G.P.A.A.C.O.C. Easter Egg Hunt Gallup          Park

 WILD GAME DINNER
The Port Austin Conservation Club is hosting their 

annual wild game dinner Saturday Feb. 2, 2008. 

Doors open at 4:00 PM and dinner starts at 5:00

PM. Prize drawings will start at 8:00 PM. For more 

information you may contact Mike Mayes at 

738-8765 or Jeff Babcock at 758-0070.

G.P.A.A.C.O.C. 

Phone:

738-7600
Fax:

738-8286

E-Mail:
pacofc@airadv.net
Web:

www.portaustinarea.com
Please Update Your E-Mail

The Chamber is in the process of updating our 

member information. If you do not receive Chamber 

information via e-mail and have an e-mail address 

please contact Shelly at 738-7600 and let her know 

your e-mail address. Keeping members informed

by e-mail is a very efficient and a cost effective way 

of keeping our members informed with up to date 

information.

American Legion Upcoming Events
The following are some of the events the Port 

Austin American Legion has planned. On February 

1st the Legion is having a Fish Fry from 4 – 8 PM.
Following the Fish Fry Karaoke will be available

for attendees to enjoy. Also coming soon to the 

Legion is: Super Bowl party, Mardis Gras party, 

Valentines Day party, St. Patrick's Day card party, 

and Easter egg hunt. For more information on the 

above events, call the Legion at 738-1223.

Senior Softball
Dust off those ball gloves and join in the fun 
playing Senior softball this summer. To avoid 

scheduling conflicts with the Little League and 

school team’s, plans are to play twice a week during 

daytime hours at Gallup Park. We started this last

 year and many local seniors enjoyed the exercise 

and laughs throughout the summer. This is a men’s
 50 and older non-competitive, everyone plays 

league . For more information and to join in the fun
please call Dave Dybowski  at 553-4535.
2008 Winter Chill Thrill Wrap-Up
The Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of 

Commerce hosted their 2nd annual Winter Chill 

Thrill in January. Thanks to a lot of hard work and 

planning from many people this years Chill Thrill 

was very entertaining for all that attended. The 

following is a summary of each event.

Pajama Party

The Pajama Party was a new event added to this 

years Winter Chill Thrill. With over thirty local 

businesses and individuals offering special savings 

and prizes throughout town, the Pajama Party 

proved to be a lot of fun for everyone that 

participated. We would like to extend a big thank

 you to Helen Rainger and Angie Hill for chairing

 this event. You two did a great job organizing this 
event. Also a big thanks to the Garfield Inn for 

hosting the pajama judging contest.
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Breakfast With The Snowman
The weekend would not have been complete 
with out the morning breakfast everyone enjoyed at 
the Sock Pot. Diners had the chance to dine with
 our local snowman and it gave everyone a good 
start that was needed to enjoy the many events 
planned for their busy day of winter fun and 
activities. We would like to thank the Stock Pot for 
chairing this event and a special thanks to Ryan
 Prill for wearing the  snowman suit.
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Chili Cook-Off

Our 2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off consisted of 
eighteen participants vying for this years bragging 

rights for best chili in town. About 150  visitors 
enjoyed  a great variety of chili samples provided 
by the contestants and had the chance to vote for 
their favorite recipe. The following are the results of
 this year’s cook-off:
Most Original
1st
Todd Murawski



2nd
Millie Kuszynski

Most Flavorful 1st
Joe’s Pizzeria



 2nd
Lisa’s Loft

The first place winners each received a beautiful
custom etched granite plaque donated by Bad 
Axe Marble & Granite Works. The second place 
participants received 2 rounds of golf provided by 
Bird Creek Golf Course. We would like to thank

 Lori Babcock for once again chairing this event 

and a special thanks to all of this years Chili Cook-

Off entrants.
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Ice Cream Eating Contest

Even though it was cold outside, the ice cream 
lovers were ready to dig in to mounds of the tasty 
treat provided by the Grindstone General Store. 
Ten children and twelve adults participated with a 
crowd of about fifty cheering them on to victory. 
The contest started with sixty pints of ice cream and 
when the dust settled there were only five pints 
remaining. This year’s winners were:
Adult:
Todd Murawski

Youth:
Kaylee Goretski

After the contest, remaining ice cream was sold 

with the proceeds going to the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society. Congratulations to our winners 

and a big thank you to Dave and Judy Marion for 

once again chairing this event. We would also like 

to thank T.A.G. and the Huron County Sherrif’s 

work crew for the use of the tent and set-up.
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Mechanical Bull
To add to the excitement of the mechanical bull we

 moved the event outdoors for this years Chill 

Thrill. Not only did the aspiring cowboys and 

cowgirls have the bull to contend with they also had 

Mother Nature adding her own twist to the 

excitement. The mechanical bull attracted about 150 
participants of all ages trying to tame the raging 

bull. Although many have tried, the bull seems to 

win when all is said and done. Special thanks go 

out to John Pridnia for chairing this event and Gary

 Babcock for his help with the participants.
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Broomball

One of the Chill Thrills most attended events is 
Broomball. This year’s tournament had seven men’s 

teams and two women’s teams competing for top 

honors. The tournament was a hard fought battle 
right to the end with many of the games being 
decided on a shoot-out. The 2008 Winner Chill 

Thrill Broomball winners are:
Men’s:

Osentoski Realty

Women:
Mayes IGA

A big thank you to the Village of Port Austin 

DPW crew and Danny Thuemmel for providing us 

with the best broomball court we have seen. Also 

another big thanks to Jeff Babcock, Casey Bruce, 
and Steve Radlinski for once again chairing this 
very popular Chill Thrill event. Also a big thanks to 
Al Knoblock for his generous donation of firewood
 to help keep our visitors warm. We also can’t thank 

Todd Murawski enough for all his generosity in 

letting us use his property and facilities during the 

weekend.
Polar Bear Dip

Once again a few hardy souls decided it was a great 
time to take a dip into the icy waters of beautiful 
Lake Huron. This event attracts many spectators 

and is a lot of fun for everyone involved. Added to 

this years Polar Bear Dip was a nice warm hot tub 

for swimmers to warm up in after their plunge. As

 always participants were given a t-shirt and
 certificate acknowledging their icy plunge. A huge
 thanks to Blue Water Spas & Pools of Bad Axe for 
providing us with the beautiful hot tub and to the
 following for once again providing the much

needed assistance to run this event: Joyce Stanek,
Patti Finan, Chris Roth, John Pridnia, Tom 
Carriveau, and the EMS crew. 
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Horse Drawn Wagon Rides

Don Knoblock of Knoblock Riding stables once 
again generously donated his time and team of 
horses to provide our Chill Thrill visitors with a 
nice relaxing wagon ride through beautiful Port 
Austin. The wagon rides were free for visitors to 
enjoy and were as always very popular with our 
visitors. Thanks again Knoblock Riding stables.
[image: image8.wmf]
“Is It A Deal Or No Deal”
This new event without a doubt was our most talked 
about event of the Winter Chill Thrill. Patterned off 
the popular TV game show “Deal Or No Deal” the 
Port Austin version proved to be every bit as 
popular but not quite as beautiful.  To say our 
models were a bit less attractive than the TV 
version is an understatement. Though the 
competition was extremely tough, taking home top 
honors for Best In Show was Barber Bush (A.K.A. 
Ed Knoblock).  It is impossible to thank the 

organizers of this event enough. This was an 

extremely thought out and planned event. You did 

an excellent job with this event. Our hats 

are off to Helen & Bob Rainger, Angie Hill, Joyce

 Stanek, Marv & Chris Kuziel for putting this event 

together and to Clemco Printing with their help

 with our printing needs. This event was the first 
of its kind ever allowed by the State of Michigan 

and we are very proud it was done right here in Port 
Austin. Great job everyone.
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Kids Have Fun Too

Each year we have activities planned especially for

 the youngsters that attend the Chill Thrill. Laura 

Mayes and Joyce Stanek chaired the kids activities
 again this year  and provided our young 

participants  with skill challenges on the broomball

 court and a chance to display their artistic abilities 

at the Community Playhouse. Our thanks goes out

 to both of you for once again providing activities 

for all ages to enjoy.

. Softball In The Snow
Although we did not have the snow we had hoped

for, the softball game still went on as planned. The

 teams consisted of local Port Austin players

challenging a team from the Harbor Beach men’s 
league. The guys had so much fun, they decided
 to play a double-header. Great job guys and thanks 
for participating. Special thanks to Rodney Jimkosi 
for bringing his Harbor Beach team to play the Port 
Austin team and Tom Moore for helping us out with 
the Umpire duties.
Media Coverage
The Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of 
Commerce would like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to everyone involved with
 spreading the word on our Winter Chill Thrill.
 Locally we would like to thank WLEW, The Huron 

Daily Tribune, and The County Press for their 

excellent and generous coverage before, during, and

after the Chill Thrill. We would also like to thank

 the Lapeer Area View newspaper for the great

coverage they provided us the week leading to the

Chill Thrill. We can’t thank you enough for your 

promotion of this year’s Port Austin Winter Chill

Thrill.
THANK YOU, THANK YOU , THANK YOU

The Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of 
Commerce  would like to thank everyone that 
helped with the planning and execution of this 
year’s Winter Chill Thrill. Without the help and 
support that you all provided, an event of this nature 
would not be possible. Thank you for all you do 

throughout the year.
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