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  MARK YOUR CALENDAR[image: image1.wmf]
Next Chamber Meeting – August 6, 2007  5:30 PM
	We would like to thank Helen Ranger and Angie Hill for the wonderful job they have been doing with the Kiosk.  They have been keeping it updated weekly and they manage to make it look festive, even when there is nothing much going on in town to put in it.  Job Well Done Ladies!!

Anyone wanting to advertise in the window, it is $25 a year for a 8x 11 area.



Every Saturday – Farmers Market 9am – 1pm
August 3 – 5  The Lady Pirates of Captain Bree, PACP 

August 10 – 12  Antique Yard Sale Trail
August 11  Assorted Michigan Animals @ Nature Center

August 12  Summer time Open Euchre Card Party, @

                       The American Legion

August 18  Sawmill Days @ Huron City Museums

August 25  TAG Poetry Reading @ Bird Creek Park
August 25  Annual Nature Center Auction @ Oak Beach

                      County Park

August 26  PACP’s Great Event XXI Raffle & Party

August 31  Art in the Park Preview Party @ the PA Gym
2007 Thumb Area

Offshore Challenge

     Once again, we had a great success!  We had absolutely beautiful weather and thirty-three teams from as far away as Toledo, Ohio competed for the $8250 purse.  We paid out 6 places with the winning team taking home $4620, 2nd place received $1650, 3rd place received $900, 4th place received $495, 5th place received $330, and 6th place received $165 for the grand total of $8250.
     We were able to have a FREE raffle for kids 16 and under who signed up.  A lot of boys and girls went home with rod & reel combos, tackle boxes, T-shirts and hats.  We made sure that every child that signed up won something to use.  Our industry needs recruitment of anglers at this level.

     No money is paid to any person involved in the production of this tournament; we are supported by all volunteers.  Every dollar that comes in from our sponsors goes 100% back into the tournament and tournament equipment, so without the support of our sponsors and the help of many volunteers this tournament would not be the success it is.  We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors and volunteers!!  
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Fourth of July Parade

As chairperson of the 2007 Port Austin Parade, I’d like to say “thank you” to everyone that made it special and my job easy.  With only a few weeks notice, so many came through to make it a successful event.  The Thumb Blanket and Dana DeFever of the Huron Daily Tribune Thumb Resorter kept everyone informed.  Jack Connell contacted and registered more than 20 entries and single handedly set up and took down the barriers along Grindstone Road for the large farm equipment.  Patty Finan’s assistance with checking in parade participants was more than enough, yet she spent the next hour at the corner of Grindstone Rd. and Lake St. directing the large farm equipment into the parade route in and effort to facilitate spectators’ safety.  Fire Chief Don Zimmerman provided the aid of our Port Austin Fire Department.  Police Chief Dale Hartsell coordinated all police and traffic support with the Michigan State Police and the Huron County Sheriff Department.  Village Clerk, Judy Binkley, and Village DPW, Dick Babcock, handled multiple behind the scenes support, as did members of the Port Austin Chamber of Commerce.  To every participant in the parade, thank you for your patience before, during and after the parade and to those that took the time to pre-register.  It wouldn’t be a parade at all if people like you didn’t take time out of a busy holiday schedule with family and friends to give something back to the community.  It was great hearing the live broadcast on WLEW, so thank you to the local businesses that purchased the ads to cover that airtime.  Maybe next year we can get speakers out along the parade route for all to hear!  As for Mr. Clark Brock, WOW!  You were a great hit announcing, and we all want you back next year!  How about DJ Bobcat setting up his sound system early so Mr. Brock could use it, or the incognito pooper scooper?  They’re just more examples of some in the community going the extra mile for everyone else’s benefit.  Sheila Janowski and Lisa Scoviak of Antiques to Zebras came through, once again, allowing us to assemble the parade on their property.  Dave & Richard Kuhn, Karen Hass, Kayla Ventline, Kate & Emily Bogart & Nate Nichols kept busy for hours directing and registering parade participants.  Providing safety along side the oversized farm equipment was Kate & Kelly McGrath and two colorful Shelby Township Red Hat Society members, Sheila and Marian.  Diane Ellicott and Marilyn Bruce provided previous parade experience so I’d know what to expect.  If I’ve left any one out, it’s not intentional.  Finally, hugs to my husband, Mike.  He helped every day for three weeks, taking applications and covering my duties at the motel while I worked on the parade, but mostly for not complaining about the non-stop phone calls for three days from 8 am to 11 pm!  I have offered to chair the 2008 4th of July Port Austin parade and am forming a parade committee to make it bigger better and easier next year.  Let me know if you want to join!  Remember, any event’s success is contingent upon its volunteers!  Thanks for a fun experience.

Rene Nichols/Blue Spruce Motel

Chairperson, 2007 Port Austin Parade  
[image: image4.wmf] The Farmers Market continues to be a big success.  Each week we get more vendors wanting to participate.  If you haven’t made it to the market you are really missing out on a fun time.  It’s becoming a regular Saturday event for a lot of the local people.  They come each week to get their fresh veggies, bread, etc. and check out all the new vendors, and in-between meet both new and old friends, sit around talking to friends and having coffee and a doughnut or hotdog.  John & Lisa Pridnia and their volunteers do a wonderful job  keeping everything organized and running smoothly.  
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Win or Lose, or just there to watch, the Bocce games were a lot of fun.  We had a total of 45 teams this year and last year’s winners “The Pool Hustlers” were the team to beat.  When all was said and done it came down to the last ball thrown to win it for Buckley’s “Sperry Topsiders” against “Town & Country Casuals” with the Consolation Champions being “Lakeside Motor Lodge”. 
We also had our Raffle drawing on the last day of the Bocce Tournament.  And the Winners were:

$2000 – Janice Ventline

$1000 – Susan Olson

$1000 – River Oaks Cottages

$100   -  Friends of Kinde

$100   -  Barb Legault

$100   -  Terry Tschirhart

$100   -  Huron Daily Tribune

$100   -  Thumb Blanket

$100   -  Sam Cucchiara

$100   -  Bob Bredemeyer

$100   -  The Haven

$100   -  Eileen Fahl

A Big Thank You!!  To everyone who volunteered their help. 

PACP – Great Event and Season Announced

The Port Austin Community Players (PACP) will be sponsoring their annual fundraiser, The Great Event Raffle and Party, on Sunday, August 26. There are over 50 prizes, with a First Prize of $15,000. A $100 ticket purchase includes an invitation for two adults to the afternoon street party with live entertainment, food and refreshments. The Great Event is in its 21st year and has been instrumental in raising funds for building expansion, improvements and maintenance at the Playhouse. 

PACP has also announced its 2007-2008 Theatre Season. The shows include: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (Oct. 26 – Nov. 4, 2007); The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (December 7 – 16, 2007); An Inspector Calls (Feb. 22 – March 2, 2008); and Don’t Drink the Water (April 25 – May 4, 2008).

For more information, call the Box Office at 989-738-5217

TO ALL CHAMBER MEMBERS

As most of you know by now, I will be leaving this job as of  July 31st.  I just wanted to tell you all its’ been a pleasure working for you and with you.  You have a every hard working chamber board, who manages (with the help of some dedicated chamber members) to get things done even though they are all very busy people themselves.  Port Austin is a beautiful town and I loved promoting it.  I hope somewhere in Port Austin’s future that Big Event!! is out there, that will bring Port Austin back to life, the way I remember it as a child.  Well, good luck with your future endeavors.  See you at the Farmers Market!
Dana Miller

Chamber Director

