Huron City Museums History
Langdon Hubbard founded Huron City, Michigan in 1853 as a lumber town. He is an example of many of the area pioneers who founded the Thumb of Michigan. With hard work and perseverance, they changed the area from wilderness to civilization. With his wife, Amanda, he had three children – Frank, Annabel and Richard. His wife died when the children were young and after the 1871 fire, Langdon sent them to Hartford CT with his sister. He stayed to rebuild the town. He turned to farming after the Great Thumb Fire of 1881 had destroyed Huron City a second time. His children returned to Huron City after the second fire and Annabel married William Lyon Phelps, an English Literature Professor at Yale. They summered here until 1939 when Annabel passed away. Richard graduated from the University of Michigan in 1890 with a law degree and traveled the world, dying when he was 40. Frank married Elizabeth Lockwood in 1893, the granddaughter of the Ayres of Port Austin. He went into banking and the family moved from Port Austin to Grosse Pointe in 1910. His three children were Carolyn, Annabel and Frank Langdon. 

Carolyn was to inherit the House of Seven Gables once “Uncle Billy” was gone. She married Charles Parcells Sr. in 1917 and with him, began the William Lyon Phelps Foundation that keeps Huron City alive today. Her granddaughters Kathryn, Frances Ann and Elizabeth are at the help of the Foundation now, along with her son Charles Jr. Carolyn’s four children are Frank, Charles Jr. Elizabeth and Marianna. Between them they had 18 children! Many are involved in the Huron City area, as the family owns land that has been farmed for over 150 years. Five holes remain of Billy’s 18-hole golf course and Langdon’s barns are part of the Huron City Museums complex. These museums reflect the Thumb’s history as well as that of Langdon’s family and offer visitors a unique experience. Their Web site is www.HuronCityMuesums.org. Recent additions to the area are a new Huron City water tower and the Huron City Hunt Club. The family intends to remain involved in the area, reaching out to the local communities through various events at the museums. They hope to celebrate another 150 years of involvement in the Port Austin area!

