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Exploration

French started exploring area in 1650’s to find a way west, went around MI to find source of Mississippi River

Pierre Francois Xavier Le Charlevoix wrote account of travels in MI in 1744 published in Paris

Jonathan Carver in 1766 was sent from Michilimackinac to find northwest passage and became first English speaking person to travel west of MS River

1796 British moved out of forts at Mackinac and Detroit with Americans taking them over

Fur Trade

Early industry

Sault Ste Marie was a hot spot for travelers – rapids to shoot and canal to bypass them

Detroit had 300 houses by 1796 

1832 finally did find source of MS River at Lake Itasca in MN

Office of Indian Affairs established in 1824 to begin moving Indians west

Most settlements were on the coast – travel by canoe preferred to overland travel, lakes became a barrier to interior travel

1825 Erie Canal finished and brought more people so moved westward from Detroit and north from Ohio/Indiana territory

Quote on page 9 – Lansing Swan from Rochester NY – June 1841 by stagecoach to visit relatives in Kalamazoo. Journal of a Trip to Michigan in 1841 published in 1904, landscape between Ann Arbor and Kal as “the most beautiful country I ever saw, the ground all along the road richly ornamented with wild flowers and dotted with crimson by the thousands of strawberries which cover it everywhere, the road being entirely natural. Our driver with his post coach drove in the road or woods as he fancied …” At Adamsville in Cass County he “had a miserable breakfast, got up by good-looking but outrageously dirty women, who, I should think, were Hoosiers.” He concluded that “for ugly looking women Michigan assuredly excels, as well as in dirty taverns . . .”
Once steamboats came about, travel to Chicago was safer from Detroit. Trips to Mackinac and Sault became popular for everyone.

1852 completed rails between Detroit and Chicago so not have to go around MI anymore.

MI in Books, Michigan’s Thumb Area, Vol 6 no 4 Spring 1964
“Michigan’s Thumb” 

Only place where Thumb is a geographical term – includes Sanilac, Tuscola and Huron counties

Bad Axe – 1857 George Martin was a timber prospector and broke his axe. He left it in a tree stump and that’s how the town got its name.

Grindstone City – Grindstone used to sharpen tools until carborundum replaced it – then town turned to fishing as its industry. Prospered between 1887 to 1930. Used leftover grindstones to make breakaways in the area and rest were dumped on the lake shore – making an interesting place to see.
Bay Port – world’s finest fresh water fishing grounds, decreased due to pollution and lamprey eels that invaded the Great Lakes and also silt from farmland, popular resort town, Railroad came here because of Jessie Hoyt and William Webber. Finest hotel had 100 rooms and large veranda where “guests can inhale the balsamic odors of the pines…..” Had sandy beach, fishing and duck hunting, bass fisherman claim one of best places in area (1964). Bay Port is center of commercial fishing on Saginaw Bay. Indians used to go there to gather flint for utensils and arrow heads.
The Great Thumb Fire of 1881 – Spt 5 started and lasted for days until rain came and put it out. Some say 200 died while many were left homeless. American Red Cross was new and this was the first event that Clara Barton put out plea for goods for those hurt by the fire.
Cass City – has prehistoric Indian carvings in rock at Petroglyphs. Declared authentic by archaeologists.

Above written by Stuart Gross
“The Thumb Fire of 1881” by Gerard Schultz

The Great Forest Fire of 1881

Logging in area reached peak by 1872 – 1871 fire had left masses of dead and fallen trees but it was a tree top fire and so they were able to recover

Slashing piles from logging from 12 to 15 feet high and covered lots of acres – fuel for the 1881 fire

Underbrush thick too 

Summer hot and dry – wells and streams dried up

On August 5, the Huron Tribune reported that severe windstorm gave people a scare, as it blew fire that had been burning for some time close to town. Criminal Examination in progress was abandoned as everyone ran for their homes. Wind shifted and town was saved.

Numerous fires were burning in various parts of the state:


Aug 30 – east and west of Capac, west and southwest of Port Huron

 
Aug 31 – one started in Lapeer County and destroyed homes in Sandusky and Deckerville


Spt 2 – Carsonville had homes and barns burned

Spt. 5 – Monday, very hot due to fires burning, 

wind from southwest and increased to hurricane force – pulling roofs off houses and barns, throwing people through the air, knocking down cabins, throwing a thousand pound wagon across railroad tracks
Report on the Michigan Forest Fires of 1881 – Sergeant William Bailey of Signal Corps (now the weather bureau) of US Army reported “large boulders were rolled along the ground as if they were pebbles”.

Fires became a wall of flame

Intense darkness came before the racing fires – not see road, hand in front of face, horse in front – resident of Minden recalls “The smoke began to roll over us about ten o’clock. At noon we had to light our lamps to see to eat our dinners. At three o’clock we had to light lanterns to see in the street. At times the darkness was so intense that we could not see anything, and then occasionally everything would be lighted up by a red glare that would give the buildings and trees the appearance of ‘red blood’.”

William Bope of Bad Axe was in Parisville – “At about 1 o’clock the wind changed and blew a hurricane from the west … In every direction small flames could be seen starting up. By half past one a solid wall of flame, from 50 to 100 feet high, was sweeping from the west over Paris (township).”

Blocks of Bad Axe directly north of Huron Street were destroyed but the new brick court house was saved and 400 took shelter there.

Flames would leap from area to area – under the arch, all was well but where it hit, any wood burned instantly. Wooden parts of farming implements burned away, leaving their metal or iron parts behind. This leaping was explained by the MI Dpt of Conservation as any large fire will create its own draft. “It must suck in huge quantities of oxygen to continue its force. This explains the situation and accounts for the fact that the fire actually traveled for long distances in the air, leaving large unburned areas before it would settle to the ground again to gather new and greater force.”
People who were trying to save property before only tried to save their lives when it hit – no time to do anything else it moved so fast.

Burned until it hit Lake Huron.

Sand Beach was spared when the wind shifted from off the lake and saved the town. The next day, wagon loads of people who had been blinded, maimed, homeless and naked came pouring into Sand Beach.

Charleston had 21 buildings burned in 20 minutes. Ubly, Tyre were destroyed. When the fire reached Huron City “it became, literally, a whirlwind of fire, and raced through the whole length of the settlement”.
Dennis O’Connell lived south of Ubly and put 13 people in a well that was 12 feet deep with 2 – 3’ of water at the bottom. They stayed there from 2 until 7 pm before venturing out to see his new frame house, barn, crops and livestock all gone.

George Denio in Sanilac County took his family to a sand bank, covered them with a piece of carpet and continuously poured water on it. Twice he fell from exhaustion but saved his family.

Those who went to the lake to escape the fires – some suffocated while standing in it, others had to go down 2’ to get water clear enough to drink – the cinders made a lye on the surface. Sailors seven miles out could feel the heat.

292 lives lost, 15000 homeless, 3400 buildings destroyed, Huron most losses, then Sanilac, Tuscola, Lapeer and St Clair.

Port Huron organized relief efforts and the paper listed contributors. 

First Red Cross chapter in Dansville NY – less than three weeks after it was organized – Clara Barton started organizing relief for the residents of MI. This was the first time they responded to a major catastrophe with disaster relief.

William Lyon Phelps --- MI Profile by Edith Jamsen
WLP born January 2 1865 in New Haven and died there August 21, 1943.
Came to Huron County in 1883 to visit Frank Hubbard – from lumbering family

Married Frank’s sister Annabel and stayed in family home from July to Spt.

Billy gave Sunday afternoon services, played golf and was correspondent for the Huron County Tribune.
Tribune had 25 eastern subscribers to read Billy’s writings. 

Church enlarged two times to hold guests

MA from Harvard and Ph D from Yale in 1891. 1892 became English lit instructor at Harvard and moved to Yale in 1902. Stayed until he retired.

Introduced course on modern novel when it was considered frivolous or scandalous. 

Popular speaker at women’s clubs, literary societies and other cultural groups.

1920’s was biggest name in American letters.

“As I Like It” column in Scribner’s made best sellers out of many books.

Autobiography published in 1939  - in it he spoke of Huron City – 

“Situated directly on the shore of Lake Huron, with the finest summer climate in the world, neither sultry nor cold, it is an ideal place for a summer home. And as I have spent nearly every summer there for fifty-five years, I ought to know.” He wrote of the church, “No member of the congregation enjoys this church more than I. As I go into the pulpit and look over that audience of hard-working farmers, their wives and babies, and know that they and many others have given up their Sunday afternoons and motored many miles to be present, I feel a thrill unspeakable”. 

The Fiery Trial by Judge James H Lincoln and James Donahue 1984
Fire swept over 2000 square miles
James Lincoln’s grandmother told him about fire – large grove of maple trees that burnt and meant the Indians who came for maple syrup came no more

She mentioned darkness and layer of ash that came before the fires

Material gathered for book remains with Historical Society of MI

1871 fired happened on Oct 8 – in WI and Chicago that week also, did less damage since fewer people inland. Speeded end to lumbering and led to sale of local parcels. By 1881, more people were settled on farms and so more lives and personal property were lost.

Animals started moving before the fire came – some heading to the Lake if they were close enough, others to open fields

Burned for five hours
280 estimated dead, 15000 homeless, countless livestock

climbed into crock wells, streams, open fields, Lake Huron

First effort of Clara Barton and American Red Cross, other state relief agencies were formed

Winds from southwest, west and north – strange things happened – wall of flame in one place and smoldering in other, burn house and barns but leave wagonload of straw, skip one home only to have winds shift and hit what it had missed earlier.

Boston was 700 miles to the east and had darkened skies for several hours the next day.
Lumbering started in the area around 1850 (Huron City was 1854). Started on the shores and worked way inland via streams – needed way to get wood out.

Trees over 100 feet tall, left tops and limbs behind in slashing piles. Hemlock trees were cut just for the bark and the trees themselves were left behind! In Forester and Sanilac Townships in Sanilac County – hemlock trees

1871 fire was a treetop fire and did not consume the trees it killed – left them behind as kindling for 1881. 71 fire was so fast there was no time to do anything then either – high winds. Did not destroy all lumber and it continued.

By 1881 – best timber was gone from the area, land selling cheaply to farmers – many from Canada and some via Erie Canal, Polish, English, Welsh, Scots, Germans and Scandinavians. Civil War veterans

Fishing became big – ships docked in Thumb to trade for lumber, fish and food

Trails cut so oxen could get to port with trade goods and bring home supplies. Swampland a lot so logs were laid over roads to make “plank” roads. Another source of kindling for fire.
The Port Huron and Northwestern Railroad first in Thumb – 1878-79

On good dry burning days, farmers would clear stumps left from lumbering by burning them and the brush around the farmstead

Thumb was remote wilderness then. 

Two major weather fronts hit when fire was peaking – wind from every direction

Bad Axe avoided fire on Aug 5 – wind shifted to save the town
Port Huron weather station reported on Aug 13 “dense clouds of smoke from the forest fires” and that “large forest fires in the west and southwest are plainly visible from the station.”  

Newspaper articles claimed people were worried about the fires that had been started.

Aug 30 – Capac had fires in woods west and east of town

Aug 31 – major fire in Lapeer County – strong west and southwest winds hit Marlette, then northeast and east thru Moore Custer and Watertown Townships. Hit Sandusky at 2 pm that day, then to Deckerville by 4 pm. Winds shifted to the north and turned back the fire but burning its way slowly north

Spt 4 – fires in Tuscola County turned east into Huron County, small farmer’s fires burning, harvesting crops at this time too 

Spt 5 – Cass City at 11 am, Verona Mills and Sand Beach around 3 pm, some in Sanilac County at dusk that evening, some kept burning until rain fell on Spt 7

Wall of flame that moved fast, slow burning that allowed homes to be saved – both were accurate

Numerous separate fires all linked together 

Some families spent days in their well, ground burned animals’ feet, many went to nearby streams if they had water in them – Cass River did and saved many people
George Helwig had just finished building his home near Cass City and the family set up a bucket brigade and managed to save the house. An ember got inside and burned a hole in the bed but went out. George was several days with a moist pack on his eyes but all survived.
George Hartwick down the road from Helwig’s put the family in the well – 7 people in a 20’ deep well about 6’ wide. They survived.

Many thought the blackness before the fire was Judgment Day

Fathers threw water on families to keep them alive, one home remained and many families lived in it until new ones could be built

Maurice Clifford settled just east of Freiburger (no longer there) and his granddaughter, Ellen Ryan wrote about the fire

Grandfather Clifford had cut and hewed logs for the new house. With grandmother’s help they cleared some land and pile the logs in the yard awaiting the house raising.


 On the day of the fire the atmosphere took on a hazy, gray appearance. Then smoke rose in the west and wagons began to pass the farm. Some who knew my grandfather called out, “Come on, Maurice, make a run for the lake. All the land west of here is on fire!” The fear was evident as they lashed at their horses to speed them on.


My grandparents decided to stay, and they set up a sort of bivouac near the stone well. Grandmother Clifford lay quilts on the ground surrounding the well. Then the ground and blankets were soaked. Here the whole family spent the night. All through that terrible night my grandfather poured water on the ground and the blankets. Because of the intense heat the small area dried quickly. All except my grandfather Clifford lay beneath the covers. The fire was more intense because of the pile of logs. The night was a long and dreadful ordeal for every living thing. Wild animals came up and dashed away in search of safe shelter and water.


By the time morning came, an eerie silence came over the area. You could hear an occasional snapping and crackling from a burning stump or the wood pile. My grandfather temporarily lost his eyesight. Facing the smoke and burning cinders burned his eyes and he had to be led around for several weeks. 


Grandmother Clifford picked her steps to what was once the house and gathered a fist full of salt. Then she went to the garden and dug the baked potatoes from the hot earth. Potatoes and water tasted good after the long anxious hours. 

Some families jumped into wells only to suffocate as the oxygen was sucked out by the fire.
Plowed fields saved some families – nothing there to burn. Others plowed around their houses to try and save them.

Tyre is at the northern edge of Sanilac County. In 1881 it had fourteen businesses and sat the crossroads of two important roads. Most of the buildings were destroyed but no one died from there. Today it is a small town with only 2 – 3 businesses and a few homes.

George Gillespie was a resident of Tyre who was in Minden when the fire hit. He rode his wagon west through the flames with a lantern hung between the horses so they could see the road. At one point a church was in flames and he had to abandon the wagon. He managed to find his wife and boys after seeing many dead bodies by the road. They took the steamer Saginaw from Forestville to Port Huron to get medical treatment for his wife. Passengers on the steamer donated $22.30 for the family.

Some families went into root cellars dug into the side of the hill and stayed there until the fire passed. Horses’ feet were burnt so bad their hooves fell off and they grew new ones. Many were sick from smoke inhalation for a long time after the fire.
Threatened Minden but the wind shifted and most of the town was spared.

J. H. Shults, editor of the Minden Post wrote:


By six o’clock people began coming into Minden from the west, having barely escaped with their lives, and when morning arrived hundreds had found their way here in a half nude condition, burned and blinded by the smoke. We then began to have a faint realization of the extent of the fire. Then we first understood that not property alone, but human lives had been swallowed up.


To the west and north the roads were lines with the carcasses of horses, cattle, sheep, swine and poultry, cooked and charred almost to a crisp. Then human beings, alike burned and charred, were found. Some were still alive, with their feet, hands and face literally baked. Some had their ears and noses burned off, and their eyes almost burned out of their sockets.


The sufferers kept pouring into Minden, and our village was turned into a general hospital and boarding house, with all of the generous citizens acting in the capacity of unpaid keepers and attendants.

Charleston – previously known as Cato – was burned to the ground. Had 35 buildings and was consumed in 20 minutes with nothing left standing.
Some turned wagons upside down and made tents to keep out of the smoke. Others laid down in fields to try and get away from the smoke. Some tried to save shoes, sewing machines, clocks etc instead of food and clothing they might need later. Fire came so quickly they all panicked and took what was close.

Firebrands were falling from the sky to start new fires.
Huron County Tribune reported about Bad Axe:


The fire burned upon us as if the atmosphere had been turned into flame. It seemed but a few minutes from the time everybody was busy in their shops and offices until almost the whole village was in flames. It certainly could not exceed half an hour. No one had time to remove anything and the inhabitants of over fifty dwellings barely escaped … some to the court house, and others who could not reach that building out of the village to the east.


Those who took refuge in the court house, by a heroic effort, saved that building and their own lives in an all night fight with the fire fiend. Those who went east passed through a cloud of fire until they came to the first considerable opening, where they dug a large trench, into which they put the women and children, covered it nearly over with boards and wet blankets; the men by turns keeping watch until the fire in its march went by. For a little time it seemed impossible that nay should survive, the heat became so intense.

The court house was the only brick one in town and housed about 450 people inside. The well did not go dry but when men went into the wind to pour the water, they had to be pushed from behind to make progress against the wind.

1:00 hit Bad Axe, 3:00 Verona Mills
Sand Beach had a water system in town that saved it, along with a northerly wind that blew the fire back from town.

At Huron City a lighthouse and life saving station stood – Michigan Light Station No. 2. Henry Sill Jr. was the keeper and his logs reflect anxious times. Spt. 4 says the wind was from the SW starting at sunrise until dusk. Smoke was in the air. 13 barges, 6 schooners and 10 steamers passed on the lake. On Spt 5, the wind returned from SW. then in afternoon, wind was from NW and very strong. He wrote:


The fire that had been burning for several days in the forests came sweeping down towards the station and seemed to threaten everything in its path with destruction. I had the old surf boat launched and the new one put on the dock ready to launch.


I had everything filled with water, including two pork barrels on the roof of the station, and two buckets ready to use. I had the wagon, oil, tools, spare oars, cart and apparatus taken outside where I thought they proved to be safest from fire. And the powder was put fifty yards from the station down the bank.

Once he determined fire no longer threatened the lighthouse, he went in search of neighbors. Sent a boat to a family on the beach. Men could not patrol beach as normal but did stand watch. Spt 6 – winds from SE, S and W. still in heavy smoke – could not see ships passing that day.

All hands watching fire as the whole country is in a blaze. At 8 pm the fire was coming towards the station with such force that I deemed it best to keep every man at station to fight the fire. We launched the two surf boats… and removed everything that we thought we could save if the station burned. It was a terrible night. Everything in a flame. We fought the fire all night and saved everything thus far, but the whole country is still on fire.

On Spt 7 the smoke cleared that they could begin recording passing ships again. Cleaned up and put equipment back in station that did not burn.

Forest Bay was a town between Port Hope and Sand Beach that burned in the fire and was never rebuilt.

Fire went to the tip of the Thumb and then worked south along the coast. The two fires and two weather fronts met with a roaring sound that could be heard for miles.

Many people were found naked – were the clothes ripped off when they caught fire? Burned off of them? One claimed it was Judgment Day and tore off his clothes!

Forestville survived because of cleared land around the town. Haven for animals.
After the fire – no wood left to rebuild, food burned, no clothes left, frosts and winter coming soon, medical help needed that was not close, water not fit to drink because of the ashes, air polluted by smell of dying animals, had to find and bury their families. No seed to plant, no money to buy anything, no feed for surviving livestock so had to send them away. 
Detroit and Port Huron papers reported what they could of the fire in the early days. Telegraph poles were burned so no news could get out of area. Trains only ran to Deckerville and Croswell was furthest north they could get.

Spt 6 Port Huron Daily Times:

 
The propeller City of Concord, Capt. Frank Hebner, left Port Hope shortly after three o’clock on Monday afternoon. At that hour, Captain Hebner says the town appeared to be nearly all on fire. The dock was burning and he was compelled to leave it. A number of people also left the town by his boat. The air was dense with smoke and it was so dark that it was necessary to light the lamps.

From Port Hope to Forester the shore seemed to be one continuous blaze. Sand Beach and Port Austin were also suffering from the fire. Captain Hebner was almost blinded with the smoke and heat, from the effects of which he had not recovered this morning. When he left Port Hope he had the schooner L. L. Lamb in tow, but during the darkness she got fast in a floating raft and could not be got out. The propeller was also entangled in the raft for two hours. 

Doctors that could help worked around the clock. Port Huron sent doctors to towns that survived and functioned as hospitals for the area.
Newspapers asked for help for victims of the fire. Huron Times at Sand Beach asked for help. Minden people went to Port Huron to ask for funds from its organizing relief committee. Same pleas were made in Detroit.
Rains finally came on Spt. 7 helping to put out the fire but making burying the dead and moving around more difficult.

Port Huron and Northwestern Railroad offered free shipments of supplies into the burned area. Also took people from Port Huron to Sand Beach for a charge of $2 that went to the relief fund.

Port Huron’s mayor E.C. Carleton called a meeting to organize relief on Spt 7th. Drafted a public appeal that went in the paper and probably to many in the surrounding states. A second appeal was published on Spt 11, written by someone who had been to the area to see the devastation. 

On Spt. 9 Port Huron had already received $2000 in relief fund and sent supplies north to burned areas. Spt 13, sent another load of clothes and other supplies. Other areas org’d similar committees and soon relief was pouring into area. Concerns about distribution started. Stories appeared in Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Newspaper. President Garfield was shot and died on Spt. 19 but the story of the fires still had national attention. So rivalry was set up between Port Huron and Detroit – governor David Jerome had said to send everything to Detroit’s mayor William Thompson. Jerome did tour area and issued proclamation crediting Port Huron for work they did first in area. 
Spt 22 the Detroit committee asked for a statewide meeting and Port Huron did not come. 

Spt 29 the Detroit committee resigned. Oct 5 the committees met and Port Huron came. Agreed to merge Detroit, Bay City, Saginaw and Port Huron and all distributed through Port Huron. Oct 6 – proclamation about creation of Michigan Fire Relief Commission but named all Detroit business people to it. Port Huron pulled out when the people from Detroit came and demanded all the money. 
Two groups worked to provide relief throughout 1882 with food, clothing, lumber, seed etc. The MI legislature set aside money for rebuilding of schools in the three counties. State group split the area into 20 districts and agents assigned. PH had 18 districts with agents assigned. Sometimes same agent served both committees. By end of 1882 – combined to gather $1,012,648 plus goods worth another half million. 

This showed need for national organization to help with relief and Clara Barton had the American Red Cross. She started out in the Civil War ministering to the wounded. Went to Europe on the International RC. Returned to US in 1873 and started working on an American Red Cross. Garfield and Sec’y of State James Blaine interested in idea. Senator Conger from Port Huron was also interested. Friends with Clara who had nursed his brother during the Civil War. 

Meetings in May at both their residences to form ARC. Halted in July when Garfield shot and held on until Spt. 19. Conger introduced resolution on May 17th 1881 to prepare translated versions of Articles Internat’l RC and forms of ratification from other countries. The Geneva Convention was passed in 1882 by the US which led to many countries establishing their own Red Cross. In August of 1881, Clara formed a local chapter of the Red Cross that was not recognized by the gov’t. This was in Dansville NY and it is this chapter that responded to the fires. The official recognition from the gov’t. did not come until 1882.
Conger was in Port Huron when fires hit and was on relief agency board. We don’t know how Clara came to know about it – but she did write letters to Conger and sent money to help initially. Clara knew the Internat’l RC was for relief from war, she saw local chapters helping out in times of disaster – man made or natural.

Some locals may have thought their relief came from the Red Cross, but most actually came from the Detroit and Port Huron committees. Barton did use this event to help stir up interest in the Red Cross and opened two more chapters in NY. The RC turned over $80,000 in cash and supplies to the Port Huron Relief Fund.

By Oct. 6, the Detroit rep for Red Cross that Clara had asked to help out was Julian Hubbell and Mark Bunnell. They went to burnt areas and saw all was well and wrote that not much more was needed except for money to buy more bedding. Most had healed of their sickness by then. PHRC was handling things fine and best to go through them. Julian Hubbell wrote about conditions that he found in his travels north:

The fields are green with wheat growing, in some cases, upon new ground cleared since th fire. Some of the fields are already fenced. While the inhabitants have been doing this work, they have lived in root cellars six by ten feet; in rail pens without cover, or furniture or bedding, and sometimes with one or two comforters for a family of eight or ten persons. 


Since the see has been gotten into the ground, they have begun to make shelter for the winter. In driving distance of 12 miles I counted fifty-one new dwellings, built since the fire five weeks ago. An idea of the destruction of dwellings throughout the country may be gathered from the fact that in 8 miles I counted sixty-one ruins of dwellings, besides barns. 


I found one family of 8 living in a milk house, 6 feet by 8 feet with only straw to sleep on. …Dough fried in pork grease was their dinner, all cooked in a small frying pan….Articles most needed, aside from provisions, are beds, bedding, blankets, ticks or ticking for same, woolen shirts, woolen underwear, heavy boots and shoes and chairs. Horse feed will be much needed. Fence wire to protect crops will be a great help. Farmers can aid much by saving seed corn now for spring planting. Grass seed will also be wanted; early vegetable seeds and garden seeds of all kinds….Not a bud for a rabbit to browse, and not a rabbit to browse if there were….There is little danger of getting too much of anything except summer clothing. 

Families bunked together in the houses left standing. Put lumber from relief agencies to use building lean to sheds or houses. Family members outside the area sent clothing and bedding. Meat from livestock that perished was dried and eaten during the winter. Rags around their feet to protect from the cold.
For 30 years, area barren of trees. But this allowed farmers to plow up the fields easily. Slashings and stumps were gone. Land values increased. 

Now navy bean center of the world in Huron County. Grow sugar beets, red wheat, peas, cucumbers, corn and hay – dairy industry. Peat moss sold to gardeners. Sod farms. 

Towns that started as lumber camps became farming centers (HC did this). Did clear the land. 

Pontiac, Oxford and Northern Railroad (now the Grand Trunk RR) went from Imlay City to Caseville. Promotion began in 1879 and after fire, people realized farmland would be opening up and the new track was completed in 1883.

Subtle changes – no more hunting as herds were gone, women tasted store bought goods from relief supplies – new styles, no birds around, berry bushes sprang up, rabbits plentiful and eaten lots, Indians left the area.

Walls of Flame by Gerard Schultz 1968
Taken from source material – newspaper articles, letters and reports
Bailey was in charge of station at Port Huron

Letters written by Mark Bunnell and J B Hubbell to Clara Barton

Report of the Fire Relief Commission  - Detroit, Dec 7 1882

Report of the Port Huron Executive Committee for Relief – June 12 1882

Thumb was covered in 1800 with trees and swamps, large trees – some 3’ to 5’ in diameter but reports of trees 8’ in diameter were told. Deep twilight all the time they were so thick.

Philadelphia’s World Fair in 1876 had a 16’ x 4’ plank of wood from Verona Mills – became known as Centennial Plank.

Lots of lumbering from Cass River country and Bay City – 1832 first two steam sawmills in MI built on Black River. 100,000,000 board feet sawed in 1871 here - peak. 1835 steam sawmill on Saginaw River and 23 by end of 1855. Cass River peak in 1872 – 104,000,000 feet of logs came down river – had dropped to 7,000,000 by 1879.
Pines and hardwoods cut by 1881 – but poplars grown up after them and they were fire hazard. Along with slashing piles.

After 1871 fire, guy walked in Port Huron area for more than a mile on fallen trees. Windfalls created and farmers hoping to clear would burn these. But 1881 was hot and dry. 

Port Austin paper reported that these windfalls were close enough to throw embers on nearby houses and barns and had never been cleared away. 

Bay City paper said it was as “dry as a man after eating salt mackerel”.

Spt 3 paper in Detroit – drought seen by number of fires along the coast when sailing down the shore with thick smoke on the lake.

Rainfall below average and heat above average – no rain for 8 weeks before fire

Aug 5 – fire that threatened Bad Axe, courtroom vacated quickly

Fires near West Branch in early Aug, mid-Aug – west and sw of Port Huron flames could be seen

Spt 1 – east and south of Mayville fires could be seen

Saginaw paper on Spt 6 reported fire close to Sag on Genessee Ave. and train coming to Sag from St. Louis had fires on both sides of track for 21 miles east of Breckenridge.
Fires around Cass City for two weeks but Spt 4 strong winds came to fan them higher. – Bad Axe fire was out of control by that point also

Monday morning, spt 5, same as others. Hot because of fires, smoke in air, sun a red ball (people mentioned that it looked like the one in 1871),  but then came the winds – hurricane force ones. 

Blew down trees, threw people, threw wagon over train tracks, faster than a running horse etc – same as in Fiery Trial

Many mentioned darkness that came before the fire – lit lamps at noon time

The Huron Times reported: “Our pencil cannot give even a faint idea of the horrors of the hour, and the remembrances of the occurrences will ever cause the strongest heart to quail.”
4:30 a tremendous roar was heard in Harbor Beach (then Sand Beach) to north and west of village. Glow of fires made western sky red but did not penetrate blackness that had descended. Then balls of fire came from the heavens. Scenes from Sodom and Gomorrah.
Many thought the darkness was caused by an eclipse – it came on steadily and they consulted almanacs. 

Billow of fire came out of the darkness and destroyed entire towns in “twinkling of an eye”. 

The Huron County News concluded that “the darkness was the cause for the great loss of life. Many people thought the world was coming to an end, and in the confusion and darkness they were just as likely to go right into the thickest of the brush as they were to go into the open fields.”

Train tracks were warped and culverts burned. Only way of comm. Was via boat and the shore. 

People burned hundreds of feet from the fire.

Sand Beach was saved by an easterly breeze that pushed back the fire. People came there for help from the surrounding farms. Many refused to return and got on steamers for Detroit.
Boats were moored at Grindstone City to take people away but the fire passed it by.

A black, ugly-looking cloud appeared at HC and burned the entire town and moved on to Port Hope. Two boats were docked at PH, one caught fire and was towed out by the other. The fire was put out and the boats took people to Port Huron. From PTAS to Pt Sanilac was a “one sheet of flame”.

Port Austin itself was saved by a north wind but in HC – the Pointe Aux Barques Life Saving Station was threatened on Monday afternoon. 


The fire roared towards the PAB LSS near HC “with frightful energy which seemed to portend the total destruction of everything in its path. The stout-hearted keeper at once rallied his men to fight the flames. All hands sprang to action. The old surfboat was launched, and the new one placed on the pier ready for launching. Everything in the nature of a vessel was filled with water, including two pork-barrels and two buckets et up on the roof of the station. The boat-wagon, oil, tools, spare oars, and all apparatus and appliances were hurriedly removed from the house and put down near the lake, as far as possible from the conflagration, and the station powder was also moved to a place of safety. As the light-house near by (about three hundred yards distant) was by this time in great danger, the keeper dispatched five of his men to help Mr. Shaw, the light-keeper, to fight the fire, which they did successfully. 


“Meanwhile the fire was raging around Mr. Shaw’s farm, a mile northwest of the station, and all the buildings upon it, including three barns, were in flames. Indeed the whole beach and all the woods in that direction were in conflagration, and the black smoke rolled down in a universal cloud, scarcely pierced by the red wefts of awful flame. The keeper knowing that Mr. Pethers and his family were up at the Shaw farm in the heart of this dreadful scene, grew fearful for their safety, and bravely resolved to go at once to their rescue. It was then about 5 in the evening, as it was impossible to travel along the blazing beach (the woods in that region growing near the water’s edge), the keeper and his men launched the surf-boat and pulled with all their vigor to the farm. They found Mr. Pethers, his wife and five children, and George Shaw, lying on the ground, nearly suffocated with the smoke – so far gone, in fact, that they had to be carried to the boat. But for the timely aid given them they would have surely perished. The boat returned with them to the station, and the night was spent in watching the fire, the danger being imminent.


“At 8 o’clock in the evening, the conflagration came again with a rush toward the station, and the crew fell to fighting it with all their energy. The surf-boats were launched, the hawsers, hauling-lines, and all cordage submerged in the lake, and everything combustible was taken away from the station to the water’s edge. The house was, of course, kept drenched with water. It was a terrible night. Everything around the gallant outpost was swathed in smoke and flame. The efforts of the men continued until daybreak. By the morning of Spt. 7, the station-house seemed out of danger, all around being black char, but the whole country beyond was still on fire.”


Annual Report of the Operations of the United States Life-Savings Service for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1882.

People ran to the lake but suffocated while standing in it. Man jumped in at night and in the morning was behind a bear! Some tried laying on the beach under a high cliff to avoid the fire at Richmondville.
More houses burned in Bad Axe than in any other towns, although entire towns also burned. Lots of slashing in the area. Fire went from smoldering to flames very quickly. People ran to courthouse – brick with tile roof, water pump on east side – protected, pumped water and took to roof – only do this for a short time – too hot. Fire reached hardware store across the street – people went inside – kerosene and gunpowder inside the store! 7 o’clock the next morning – the temp in the ch was 110 degrees and 400 people slept inside it. Little boy put his hand on window and it burned.

Due bills that belonged to blacksmith in Verona were found in Canada – wind blew them across the lake!

Family kept under wet blanket in a plowed field – only thing they saved was walnut bed that was thrown in a well. No stores to buy anything from, no money to buy it with, no means of transportation – helpless until relief came.

Paris Township was the worst part of the fire in Huron County. Every farmer burnt out, 15 lives lost on one stretch of road.
People buried themselves in the sand of their potato patch and survived but still had severe burns and lost her voice for 4 months.

16 year old girl fled her family home to the neighbors and inhaled so much smoke and became so frightened that she died when she reached the neighbor’s house – her own did not burn.

A man in Sanilac County fought the fire until one of his arms nearly burned off. Went back to house and realized his two children were nearly suffocated. He had to decide which child to save with his one good arm. The one left behind died.

Cass City saved and many went there for help. Minden was the place where two fronts collided – wind from the northwest and one from the southwest. The northwest wind won and pushed the fire back. That saved Minden and many came there for refuge. See quote from Fiery Trial about 6 pm ….

Chris Mayes of Lincoln Township in Huron County was away from home as was his wife. Margaret was 11 and the eldest of the children. She led them along a path to a clearing, stopping to put out their clothes when they caught fire. All the children survived and Margaret did not know why people called her a heroine.
Relief came on Spt 7 as a heavy rain fell that put out most fires still burning. If willing to stay – land had been cleared for farming and less than a month after the fire, green wheat was growing. 
People went into wells to be safe – but some suffocated there. Some went into fields that had been cleared and stuck their face in the dirt to avoid the smoke. Some covered their bodies with soil. Green cornfields, Lake Huron, Cass River were all places of refuge.

Fire was capricious – burnt house but not barn or vice versa, one man put household goods into field – they burned but house didn’t. same roof of barn carried in opposite directions – wind tore it in half. 

Villages on Lake Huron that were saved:


Grindstone City, Sand Beach (Harbor Beach), White Rock, Forester, Port Sanilac, Lexington from east wind


Port Austin from north wind

Villages on Bay side that were saved from west wind:


Fairgrove, Akron, Unionville, Sebewaing, Caseville

Villages saved by people:

Cass City, Caro, Vassar, Millington and Clio

Minden saved by clashing winds

Businesses in these areas were hindered by both relief supplies and lack of money of those who survived.

Result of fire


Estimated 282 died, 15000 homeless 3400 buildings burned


Refugees came into surviving towns, some almost naked


Lived in rail pens, holes in the ground, sheds, schools, churches, homes of others, town halls etc

Supplies first came from Caseville, PTAS, Sebewaing, Port Huron train came to Sand Beach on Spt 8 and brought politicians, boats came up the coast with relief, trains north of Marlette. Alpena raised funds and shipped supplies from their dock.

Thousands needed food, clothing, shelter from winter months, bedding, medicines, hay, grain for seed, lumber and nails, plows, harnesses, wagons, implements, tools.

Port Huron put out an appeal to the nation for help and it was printed in New York Tribune, Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper and Harper’s Weekly. This brought the attention needed. Many groups organized the relief effort. Port Huron had 230,302.82 by early Oct in cash, merchandise and supplies. Detroit had 214,902.51 for cash and goods. Rivalry developed and they needed one place to collect and distribute. Governor called for a meeting and all groups were represented. They decided to create a central committee to be known as the Fire Relief Commission of MI and most members appointed were from Detroit. So each group continued to work separately.
Senator Conger was part of Port Huron Relief Committee. Went to front many times and asked for help. First was to get seed in the ground, then worry about shelter. 

In Nov. Allardt, Sec’y of PH Relief Committee – had 2200 families under the care of that committee. They had sworn to what they lost and an account was opened for them. Credit given to the extent of his losses and everything charged to him. They were given enough wheat to sow all the land that he could prepare from 5 to 60 acres. Need harvesting implements now or crop wasted. 2500’ to 3000’ of lumber to each family to build a shanty and took $30,000 from the subscriptions for just that. Clothing was not needed anymore but money to buy food until next harvest was. Also to buy hay and feed for one team and a cow. 

If Feb of next year the Fire Relief Commission of MI (Detroit group) submitted rpt to Governor. He presented to State Legislature the next day (23rd). on March 11th, appropriated $250,000 to provide aid for sufferers and $15,000 to build schools in area. The fire made 14,438 people dependent so each person was appropriated 17.31.

Areas organized into districts and prominent person was named relief agent. Each person had to list losses, what was saved and what was needed, along with number of members in family. 

Detroit group received donations from NE cities:


NYC 130,000


Boston
57000

Seeds donated from Des Moines and West Unity OH

Lots of items were auctioned off in southern towns and the money sent to the relief effort.

PT Barnum send money, $83 from MI state prison inmates, box of clothing from President Rutherford b. Hayes’ wardrobe. (1877 to 1881). 

June 12 1882 – Port Huron Relief Committee rpt

 196,327.93 in cash

 269327.87 in cash value of goods

supplies purchased by comm. 110466.80 and of that 13825.15 for flour, 37446.19 for lumber and 40421.55 for seed wheat and feed. 

Cash to families 50773.19. gen’l expenses for shipping 14845.09, district agents 5714.57 and to supervisors taking stats 1290.94.

Dec. 7 1882. Fire Relief Commission of MI

 Cash expenditures 609812.07 

Of that 416736.72 was donated

American Red Cross donated in cash and goods about 80000 of relief effort. It was the first disaster that they responded to but they were not the main relief agency. It helped Clara Barton get official recognition for the Am Red Cross.

Geneva Convention had been signed in 1864 and various countries had Red Cross orgs in them. Barton came back to us in 1873 to try and get Am RC started. On May 21 1881, the American Association of the Red Cross was started in DC. On Aug 22, 1881 the first chapter was organized in Dansville NY where Barton lived.


Clara believed that they should respond not only in times of war but also for fires and floods. News of MI fires put first appeal for help from ARC in the Dansville Advertiser on sp 13 1881. Once they opened their doors, many came to give aid. Clothes were mended, packed and shipped until told there was no more need. Spt. 19 another chapter formed in Rochester MI to help raise funds and a third chapter formed at Syracuse NY. They sent agents to burnt area to report on situation – Major Mark Bunnell and J. B. Hubbell for Rochester’s group. They reported back that money was needed more than anything. They went in early Oct.


Clara Barton never went to MI but sent agents instead. Her appeal “A Cry for Help” was written before Hubbell could report back – it was printed just days after the fire and Hubbell did not go until Oct. Conger met with Barton and found out she had nursed his brother in the Civil War. He became a supporter and introduced bill to get copies of the Articles of Convention signed at Geneva Sw. and the forms for ratification from several gov’ts. On March 1, 1882, Chester A Arthur signed the Geneva Convention, which was ratified by the Senate 15 days later. 
The Sanilac Petroglyphs

Intro by Robert Hatt

Sanilac Stone – in Greenleaf Township near the south fork of the north branch of the Cass River

Village of Frankenmuth settled in 1845 and Lutheran missionaries preached to Indians camped along the Cass River. 

After 1845, Vassar, Caro and Cass City were built on the Cass River, with Cass City becoming the county seat.

Fire of 1871 had moved out the Indians and game but both were back by the fire of 1881.

Five families settled in area known as Holbrook (which doesn’t show on maps until late 1890’s) They settled from 1854 to 1876. There was a waterpowered sawmill built by Alexander Cleland which was lost in the 1881 fire. The town never consisted of more than a store, school, blacksmith shop, dance hall and mill. The son of Alexander Cleland, Guy, first saw the petroglyphs in 1892 when his father took him to see them. More clear than they are now. The fires cleared the brush so they could be seen. No one has heard of them before 1892.

Dates of 1492 and 1847 are engraved on nearby rocks but do not mean that white man saw them this early. 

Early men to visit the site include W. B. Hinsdale, Emerson Greenman in 1925 who made rubbings onto long strips of wrapping paper. Darrel Richards and Carl Holmquist in 1940 made a photographic survey and casts of the figures. Edward Wahla and David Kolar in 1956 and ‘57 did excavations along the stream bank and found signs of an Indian encampment with arrowheads etc. 
Cranbrook Institute of Science was there from 1940 to 1957. Paul Cooper tested site for archeological dig but did no excavation. Stanley Cain reviewed the ecological situation as background for archeological interpretation. Paul Thompson went to see if the site could be designated as a Natural Areas site. Author went to see about preservation. In 57 got a grant to survey the area and Mark Papworth and Ira Butterfield did the work – photographing at night with cross lighting.
Does not seem possible to date them. Not older than a century or two. Not as recent as first white settlement of area. Some “new” carvings have been added to site.

Dates carved into rocks cannot be trusted – no way of knowing depth and sharpness of original dates, no certainty the carvings were made in the year written, rate of weathering is subject to variables that make it difficult to evaluate. The sandstone is soft and they cannot be very old unless they were protected somehow. 
No way to date from pollen analysis, dendrochronology, or forest dev’t.
Known Indian area – artifacts found by stream but don’t know if they belong to those who made the carvings.

Guy Cleland notes that quite a few families of Ottawas camped in area each fall to trap and gather ginsing roots in1890’s. Came from further south near Caro – a place called “Indianfields”. These were friendly people but did not mention glyphs.

Train of glacier-deposited boulders was shown on geological survey of 1897! Not an “Indian wall” as many have dubbed it. Just deposited by glaciers at that point. Rocks that rolled into the crevasse as the ice sheet melted.
Glacial stream also caused pot-holes that are found in the area. Richards and Holmquist counted over 200 – some with 20” wide and 36” deep. – not Indian mortars or animal tracks as some believe.

Petroglyphs by Darrel Richards

Also called Sanilac Stone, Holbrook Petroglyphs

Some sections taken out in 1922 time frame – pic of a bear track 

Some patterns recorded here have been recorded elsewhere in the US

He worked with Carl Holmquist to trace and photograph the glyphs – afraid of the ravages of time removing them altogether if documentation was not done. 1940-41

Wahla and Kolar did discover artifacts close by – scraper, flint flakes and ovoid knife – shows aboriginal occupation of site
Rock where carvings are done is 40’ long on east/west axis and 15’ wide on north/south axis.

10 groups of figures on it:


human figures


outlines of hands and feet


zoomorphic figures


bird forms


animal tracks


simple cup sculptures


spirals


clublike elements


rakelike elements


mythical animals

Largest group and most differences is human figures – 20 diff’t examples


Bowman – large man, headdress and arm into arrow

Hands and feet are numerous – 9 of hands, 3 of feet
Theromorphic or animal figures – 15 of them, most have straight back and up tail

Birdlike cruciform figures – 11 of them, most have wings at right angle – cross looking, five of flying birds point southeast by east, 

Animal track carvings are numerous, two mall depressions with two larger elongated ones. Some in trail form – pointing in a set direction.

Series of cuplike depressions, 13 are in a continuous line across face of rock in north/south orientation

Six spiral formations – made by pecking like a series of dots – could be cloud, rain, snakes or whirlwind

Clublike formations – 5 of them, erosion may have affected original form
2 Rakelike forms may be symbols of rain or thunbderbirds or canoe with four passengers or notched rattle stick.

Mythical animals – 5 of them, all have lengthy tail, Manitou of the Chippewa had figure like this – called it Gitche-a-nah-mi-e-be-zhew = great underground wildcat. Also water panther or copper bear. Said to rule the seasons

Winnebagoes had magic medicine animal with huge tail. Menominees had white bear spirit that guarded copper deposits in Lake Superior from discovery. Silvery hair with long tail that went around the body and was made of burnished copper. Sanilac shown to be similar to these drawings
Largest drawing has eroded and cannot be interpreted. 

Cannot find any information from positional relationships – just animal in line with target of Bowman.

Similar figures on glyphs from W. VA to PA to WI to OH to CO.

An Archeological Survey of the Petroglyph Site by Mark Papworth

Debate over glyph sites have caused many rivalries, duels, broken partnerships etc. 

Sites themselves don’t reveal much. 

His work sponsored by MI Archeology Society and Cranbrook Institute of Science.

Worked with Greenman and Butterfield and Wahla

Within ½ mile of site – no evidence of village site

Did find skeletal material in abandoned gravel pit 800 yards north of rock. No artifacts around them. Found in 1910.

Many other sandstone outcroppings in area but do not have glyphs on them.

Did find what appeared to be fire cracked sandstone and chips of broken rock near the carvings. 

Made topographical map of area

Cass River low in summer but the rock may have been at the edge of River in spring when it ran full.

When set up excavation pits between rock and river, found more bits of broken rock like that near the carving – not from Indian camps.

Unlikely that any cultural materials found near the rock would have any relation to the glyphs. Would have to somehow tie them by design on each or other data gathered in past.

Nowhere north of Mexico do petroglyphs show a pictorial writing. All highly individualized drawings. Same symbol may mean different things between groups or even in same group.  Artist free to draw as he/she saw fit. Also passing of info among scholars suffers from “Rorschaching” – reading into the designs what is in fact not there.
Some say that if rocks had been covered with vegetation, the damage to them would have been worse – splitting and cracking by roots and cold, lichen damaging surface. Better to be exposed to wind and rain alone.

Pointe Aux Barques a Brief Account by Ted Schubel 1970
PAB Resort began in 1896 by the effort of Stanford Crapo who belonged to the PereMarquette Railroad. He recommended the company sell the land it owned at the tip of the Thumb to Detroiters for a summer getaway.

A large hotel was created, along with many huge cottages. Some were slid over the ice from Charity Island. By 1900, 50 cottages were built and the hotel, which burned in 1912. 

Western Union and a long distance telephone were available in the hotel. Train tracks went to the golf course or Grindstone City. Boats pulled in at Harbor Beach and people were taken by horse and buggy to the Pointe.

Mr. Churchill from PTAS brought his best horses to PAB in the summer for use by the guests. Some were for riding, others for buggies to travel to town in. 

Firestones from OH had a cottage here. Life of leisure. Husbands would come up on Friday evening and leave Monday morning for work in Detroit. Firestone brought with him an English butler, footmen, personal maid, nursemaids, governess, chauffeurs, upstairs and parlor maids and a cook. Even three cows for fresh milk!

When cars came about – took 7.5 – 8 hours to get to PAB from Detroit. Train was much better. Layover in Pt Huron on way to PAB – Grindstone actually. 

Classical music played in the hotel during dinner by trained musicians. Guys wore knickers, white flannel trousers, straw sailor hats. Women wore large hats, long skirts, starched white blouses with high collars and high shoes.

Port Austin in 1910 had a population of 500. Town had all they needed for summer at PAB – drug store, hardware store, 3 gen’l stores, clothing store, jewelry store, ice cream parlor, livery stable, undertaking establishment, meat market, harness shop, grain elevator, bank, shoe shop and 3 hotels. Wallace Company store is on the corner at light (now Heins Hardware). Delivery boy would come from it in am and return with deliveries in afternoon.

3 hotels in PTAS were Ryan House, Winsor House, and Pointe of Pines Hotel. Winsor became Lundy House and finally Lakeside Inn. County seat from 1864 to 1872. Stage line stop from Harbor Beach to Bay City (Winsor House). 
Golf course built in 1900.9 holes, requires accuracy. Used to use sand for tees. Sheep used to roam the grounds eating the grass to trim it. 

Large dock built in 1900 also – more room for deep steamers to dock. Started as 1500’ long and in 1970 was 150’. Pumped water from lake for cottages. Harvested ice for the summer. Delivered daily then. Finally died in 1951 – less demand. 

1913 horrible storm in Nov. 19 ships went down and damaged 71. Lost 248 lives and property lost was $4,157,400.  Matoa and Howard M. Hanna Jr. both went down off PAB. The Port Austin Coast Guard Station was located in PAB then – tried to rescue and had problems. (Probably LSS station as CG not formed until 1915) Started out at Eagle Bay until 1897 then moved due to low water. In 1913 Henry Gill was Capt. At the station. Thomas Deegan was second in command. Rest of crew helped with security at PAB. 

Storm started on Sunday afternoon. Saw ship distress signal on Monday morning. Pulled a lifeboat on a sleigh to the edge of the ice, then tried to row out and could not do it – boat filling with water. Came back and called Huron City and Harbor Beach for help and they could not respond. Storm buried surfboat in the sand – took hours to dig it out and it was damaged once they found it. Repaired it Monday night and Tuesday morning started to the Hanna in the surfboat. Met sailors coming back so went on and made two trips getting people off, bailing out the surfboat each time. No lives lost, took men to Lundy House to celebrate. CG Station active until 1940. Now a summer cottage.  

Edgar Guest frequently stayed at PAB and wrote many a poem about PTAS, the Huron County Fair at Bad Axe (they took a train to it!) and about the people of the area. 
Schubel began his life at Grindstone City – which had in 1908 – 3 gen’l stores, 2 hotels, blacksmith shop, 2 churches and undertaking establishment.
Cleveland Stone Company had over 600 men on payroll. Slabs were quarried with steam powered trenching machines and carted to the mill by horse-drawn carry-alls. Shipped to Egypt, Russia and South Africa. Wheels were from 3 pounds to 6 tons – 7’ in diameter and foot thick. Traded at company store where you got credit in winter for what you would earn in summer. Had to trade there. Carborundum and emery decreased demand and industry folded in 1929.

PAB burned coal and wood in beginning. Chopped trees to get ready for need in summer. Had its own power plant until 1920 – lights out at midnight except for Sat – 1 am.

Huron County Michigan by Huron County Historical Society 2001

Huron County courthouse built n 1876 in Bad Axe. Jail in 1882. Courthouse survived fire of 1881. 

From 1880’s until now – agriculture is king. Had to clear fields of rocks once fires were done.

1660 maps show French traders working with Indians in area – Sauk and Fox tribes.
1763 – ceded to British with Treaty of Paris.

Part of Colony of VA by decree of British crown at one point!

1784 – part of NW territory but British still controlled it until 1813.

1819 Treaty of Saginaw brought Indians under US authority and opened up for settling.

1859 Huron County organized with courthouse in Harbor Beach (Sand Beach). Burned in 1864 along with all records. Moved to PTAS in 1865 and in 1873 needed central place so moved to Bad Axe. 

Great forests in beginning – hardwoods, evergreens, over 100 species.

Lumber camps and mills. 1873 – 80 million board feet of lumber produced that year.

Told of 1881 fire.  1500 square miles over 3 – 4 days.

Red Cross helped, needed to rebuild, rapid dev’t in wake of fire. Railroads came in 1882 – brought many new residents. Realtors advertised cheap land. Canada, NY, south – came from everywhere. 1900 – over 100 post offices, many rural schools built.

Fire cleared way for agriculture. Crops now are corn, navy beans, sugar beets, wheat, alfalfa, oats soybeans and barley. Dairy, livestock and poultry production. Commercial fishing impt – bay port. Manufacturing facilities opened. Two largest cities are Harbor Beach (HB) and Bad Axe. 9 villages and many with no local gov’ts. 90 miles of shoreline. 

Bad Axe

Got name in 1861. survey party led by Ralph Papst working on road from HB to Sebewaing. Stayed at night in old campsites – one had an axe with a broken handle and jagged blade. Made notation of “bad axe camp” and thus it stuck. Started out as “Bad Axe Corners” before a village.
County seat in 1873. courthouse built in 1875 – $25000 to build it. In fire it became refuge. Railroad service (pt huron and northwestern) came here in 1882 from Pt Huron and grew population from 170 to 500! Village incorporated in 1885. water system in 94, electric lighting in 1897, city incorporation in 1905. city sewer system 1917, post office in 1919, now (2001) 3500 population.

1892 – wooden sidewalks and stores on East Huron Ave. Roads unpaved until 1909 when Huron Ave became one of first paved streets in MI. Had to plow it up before the paving could begin. 
1886 – Saginaw, Tuscola, and Huron Railroad company brought service to Saginaw.

1903 – Bad Axe Orchestra, glee clubs and drama groups performed.

1906 – Hubbard Hospital – built by Frank, operated for 50 years before existing one was built
1920 – picture of deputy dumping whiskey down into the sewer to enforce prohibition laws

Albert Sleeper was MI governor from 1917 – 1921 and he was from Bad Axe. He organized State Police and State Park system. (Sleeper State Park is named after him.) Weitenberner Funeral Home was his home and built in 1917 for $150,000.

Bad Axe theater originally showed silent movies with piano music. 1928 showed talkies. The broken axes in neon are original. Now has two screens that can show movies at the same time. 

Bay Port

Wildfowl Bay, west side of thumb

Named by Carl Heisterman in 1851 and called Geneva, then Switzerland then Wildfowl Point and then Bay Port

Fishing was main business and became known as largest fresh water fishery in world.
Trains came from Saginaw in 1883 for rock-hunting expeditions.

Quarries owned and operated there – 160 acre site – 1900. Wallace Stone Company. Deepest operations at 40 feet. 

1886 W. L. Webber built beautiful hotel with 117 rooms, casino, bowling, billiards and electric lights. Later Bay Port Club and torn down in 1907. One of first buildings to have elec. In Huron County and only on main floor!

Fish Sandwich Festival held first weekend in August, Whitefish Boil in 3rd Sunday in May.

Ora Labora set up in 1862 as a communal colony that did not succeed. Name means “work and prayer” and closed in 1868. People that started this stayed in area and settled here.

People came by train from Sag and took carriage to hotel. Place of leisure.

Gillingham Fish CO in 1886, Bay Port Fish Co in 1895. Shipped fresh fish by railroad car to NYC and Chicago.

Caseville

Indians of Chippewa Tribe first here
Reuben Dodge came in 1840 from Maine with wife and 2 kids

Originally Pigeon River Settlement, then Port Elizabeth – Alexander Wheeler and Francis Crawford were early township supervisors
Had many businesses – 4 – 5 gen’l stores, millinery, meat market, 3 hotels, blacksmith, wagon shop, shoe shop. 

1871 were producing 40,000 – 50,000 barrels of salt annually

3 million feet of lumber annually from sawmills.

Became village in 1850. incorporated in 1898

2 docks to hold steamers and sailing vessels – bring and take goods away

William McKinley Sr. (pres’ dad) in 1873 owned and operated iron works in Caseville and William jr visited often. He became pres in 1897 and was shot in 1901.
1883 – the Pontiac, Oxford and Port Austin Railroad reached Caseville

543 men who had lived in Huron County served in Union forces and 48 died.

Methodist Church on Main Street was built in 1874 and is a MI Historical Site. Its architecture is one of the most photographed in MI.

Francis Crawford bought 20000 acres from man in OH that became Caseville and owned salt wells, gristmill, supply store and a hardware store – made lumber. Champagne Funeral Home was his house. Beautiful!

Lighthouse was on Big Charity Island in Sag Bay in 1857. Closed with Gravelly Shoal Lighthouse was opened in 1939.
Had toboggan and water slides in Caseville – best beach in County Park

Elkton

First named Oliver Center after John Oliver – early settler.
Incorp as village in 1897

Many stories about name – one is that Benjamin Tripp operated meat market in PTAS and three elk were shot at the Bagley camp and brought to mkt. 3 elk weighed a ton and so it became known as Elkton Camp. Then Elkton Village.

First school in 1887 used until 1902, then as village hall and jail until 1939.

First newspaper in 1898 and was called Huron County Review

First bank in 1893 and was owned by A. H. Ole and Son. One of structures that burned in 1906 in the Great Elkton Fired of Feb. 1906.

Post office in 1886 – population was listed as 30 and mail svs to 500 people in area – now have population of 900 with mail to 2900 in area.

1912 baseball team was champion in the thumb
I. O. O. F. Hall and Opera House was located in Elkton

Have a restored cabin from 1865 in Ackerman Park that is maintained by Elkton Historical Soc’y

Harbor Beach and Port Hope

1837 – John Allen and Alanson Daggett settled at Rock Falls to fish and lumber. Jeremiah Jenks came and began lumbering in earnest. 
John Hapson and the Ludington family moved a mile north to area with a sandy beach and it became known as Sand Beach. Once lumber was gone in Rock Falls, Sand Beach became a town in 1855. 

Sand Beach first county seat when county was organized in 1859.

Gov’t constructed harbor of refuge at Sand Beach for large ships during stormy weather. 

In 1899 name changed to Harbor Beach

1902 the Huron Milling Company formed. 

Today – second largest city and only deepwater port for HC.

Port Hope just up the coast.


1850’s W. R. Stafford had sawmill and salt wells there. They would boil the brine water that was pumped from wells to get salt.

Name from William Southard, who was an investor with Stafford. He came from back east and was put to shore from a boat in stormy weather. Rowed all night and said if he made it to shore it would be his “Port of Hope”. 


As land cleared of timber, agriculture took over and remains big today.

Frank Murphy born in HB in 1890

U of M law school in 1914


Recorder’s court judge in Detoirt 20 – 23


Mayor of detroit 30 – 33


Governor general of the Philippines from 33 – 35

High Commissioner to the Commonwealth of Philippine Islands 35-36


Governor of MI 36 - 38


U. S. Attorney General  39 


US Supreme Court justice from 40 til he died in 49 


House is the Frank Murphy House in HB – open for tours in summer

The Stafford mill built in PH in 1886 – used roller process to grind winter wheat to flour. Part of Bad Axe Grain Co. in early 1900s then sold to Thumb Farm Service in 1970’s and still in use today – one of oldest grain processing plants in MI

W. R. Stafford Sawmill burned in Great Fire of 1881 – chimney is all that is left today

High school in ph in 1888 

Pigeon

Settlements along the shore in 1836 but interior not settled til much later.
Pontiac, Oxford and PTAS rr tacks ran through settlement called Berne in 1882. in 86, the Saginaw Tuscola and Huron rr went east from BP and crossed other tracks one mile south. That crossing became knows as Berne Junction.

Changed to Pigeon in 1891 for Pigeon River (where pigeons nested on river) was incorp. In 1903.

2 grain elevators, grist mill, foundry, 2 lg hotels, opera house, 2 harness shops, meat market, photography gallery, 2 furniture and undertaking establishments, 5 blacksmiths shops, laundry, livery, barbershop, 2 doctors, 7 churches and a ten-grade school by time incorporated. 

1904 – 582 residents – immigrants from central Europe and British Isles who came to US and stayed in NY, PA and OH first. Slow but continued growth after.

Had a store built in 1900 that drew a crowd of 2000 people on opening day. Mottos was “Everything for the family”. Closed in 1928. Hirshberg’s Big Store

Evangelical Church in 1885, Cross Lutheran in 1891, German ME Church in 1871 and Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1902

1872 first school held in log house, 1885 moved to German ME Church, 1896 built new brick building – burnt down in 1916. held classes in various church and public buildings until new school built again in 1918. starting with graduating class of 4 in 1899 – 1346 students were graduated from same building until 1960. 
Gould Carriage Company built 3 story building in 1904. Once cars came along, not need the Buggy and Carriage anymore. Closed and the Pigeon Novelty Company occupied the building for a short time. G. V. Black purchased it in 1914 and had a very successful gen’l merchandise company until 1925 when it burned down. The store had its own newspaper with a circulation of 10000! Customers came by train from Sag. And Pontiac to buy things at Blacks. Fare was refunded if bought over a set amount. Barns were covered with Black’s Bargains for advertising.

Port Austin, Port Crescent, Kinde, Pinnebog and Grindstone City

Indians settled west of Port Austin – maple trees for syrup and rock formations to help grind corn.
Jeduthan Bird in 1837 at PTAS, Captain Peer in 1834 at Grindstone City, Walter Hume in 1844 at Port Cresc and Pinnebog and Otto Storbeck in 1870’s to Kinde.

Lumber barons bought huge tracts of land from gov’t to harvest wood. Shipped to OH. PTAS has huge homes on main street as a result. Salt and fishing industries flourished.
PTAS did not burn in 1881 – lots of records there. GC – named after sandstone rock was busy place and shipped world wide. Pt Cresc once lumbering done – shipped its sand to the River Rouge plant for Ford. In 1880s – Kinde and Pineebog were trading centers for farmers who settled once trees were gone.

In 20th century, Pt Cres died out completely and is now a state park. (Port Crescent State Park) Grindstone hosts fishermen, Kinde for farmers and has school. Ptas was the location for Air Force’s early warning system from 1059 until 1990’s. Is tourist spot, two small manufacturing companies and new condos. 
Ptas Reef Lighthouse – 2.5 miles northeast of Ptas. Completed in 1873 and refurbished in 1899. 

Ptas had 3 large loading docks until the storm of 1913 washed them away. Was a stagecoach stop from 1862 – 1882 when railroad came through, early newspaper published here in 1859. county seat from 60 – 70’ after hb and before ba.

Charles Learned had large lumber operations and built Garfield Inn. Pres. Garfield did visit here and now a B&B. He was partners with F. Ayres and E. Wiswall. Questover was another large home built with lumber money – now a home for the mentally challenged. 

St. Michael’s current building completed in 1883 – but Fr. Peter Kluck began going through the woods to serve people in area in 1860.

The Bank of 1884 was the Port Austin State Bank run by Harold Finan. A newer bank building has been constructed and this is now a gourmet restaurant.

Many hotels built in Ptas – Pointe of Pines which became Edgewater Hotel. Torn down.
The Port Austin Gold and Country Club org’d late 1920 by businessmen but depression forced it to close.

Tourist cabins were built for summertime and area now has many summer cottage owners who come for the summer only.

Port Crescent had homes all along the Pinnebog River with a large loading dock out into the lake. They also built a ramp just to load sand into the steamers. That ceased in 1932.

Railroad went north from BA through Kinde to Ptas, turned east along the shore to Pointe Aux Barques and then to Grindstone City.

Grindstones were first shipped by boat via a large loading dock. It was destroyed in the storm of 1913. Once railroads arrived in late 1800’s – grindstones were shipped by rail.

Captain Peer began the grindstone industry in GC and bought 400 acres. His house is still there with his name in the stone at the top. 

Fishing big in GC in late 1800’s. Used old quarries to store caught fish until they were shipped east.

Sebewaing

Chippewa Indians lived here first – dense forests for hunting, islands and marshes for fishing.
1845 Lutheran missionaries came to convert Indians – Johann Auch, Johann Dumser and Georg Sinke came to Sebewaing River area.
1829 Edward Petit had set up a trading post and minister built mission house there.

Eventually Indians left the area and more German immigrants came to settle. Village became Auchville and then Sebewaing in 1857. 

Two fires cleared more land for easier settling. Sebewaing River was deep and allowed large ships in to carry goods back and forth. Built ships here, Sebewaing Brewing Company started in 1880 (we have bottles in general store?)

Sag Tuscola and Huron RR came in 1882. Sebewaing Blade, newspaper, in 1890 and Sebe. Sugar Co. in 1901.

Today – 3rd largest city in county, farming and sugar beet are big industries, hunting and fishing too.

John Liken built largest gen’l merch. Store in county. At least before 1897. burnt down in 1935.
Luckhard Museum – is Indian missionaries’ mission built in 1849. It was refurbished in 1940’s by Charles Luckhard. 

Sebe. Sugar Co. plant built in 1901 and founded by William Wallace. Later part of MI Sugar Co. in 1906.  Big even today – buy Pioneer Sugar!

Sebe. Brewing Co. stopped prod in 1965.

Ubly and Parisville

Ubly on Cass River, 

Incorp as village in 1896

Now has 900 people there

First called Sidon from the Bible, next Pagett’s Corners (Alfred Pagett had store on corner in 1870), when applied for post office in 1880 – Mr. Pagett suggested “Ubley” after his hometown in England. Gov’t granted post office to “Ubly” and mr pagett as postmaster. Some believe town changed name when they misspelled Ubley on the railroad depot.

First Polish settlers to Parisville in 1848 – with church started in 1852. may be the oldest Polish settlement in US but records to verify it burned in fire.

First families that got land patents in 1854 were Slavik, Susalla, Polk and Smielewski brothers. 3 women who were born and raised in Parisville and lived to be over 100. 
Thumb Electric Cooperative org’d in 1937 when local farmers from 3 counties applied to gov’t for funds to build generating plant in Ubly. Part of FDR’s 1935 emergency relief program – Rural Electrification Administration (REA) gave interest free loans to areas without elect.

At St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church, polish and English services were held until 1947. 

Port Austin and Northwestern RR came to Ubly in 1881-82. by 1904 was owned by Pere Marquette RR and late the Chesapeake and Ohio. 

Huron Overall Factory had 10 employees in 1923. Org’d in 1922 and produced 50 pairs a day during peak production. Denim brought in by train and workers cut and assembled. They sold for $3.50 pair. 

In the beginning, Ubly had a school in late 1890’s for grades 1 – 8. For high school, they went to BA and boarded with families there. By 1904 they offered 1 – 10 and the first class to graduate from Ubly was in 1922.
They had a small brick building for a jail – James Sparling was the first town marshal, pound master and street commissioner – which meant that “he was to take care of stray cattle and loose horses as well as errant citizens.” Paid him 15.00 year plus all the fees he collected. 

D. B. Hand Condensed Mile Co. was in Buly until 1906 when it was sold to the Page Mile Co. In 1919 the Nestle Milk Co. bought the business and made evaporate milk and sweetened condensed milk. For a time, women workers cut tin by hand to make the cans. Nestle ceased operations in 1971 and the Lyntex Manufacturing Co now occupies the building.

White Rock

On earliest maps of area
Named after huge limestone boulder just offshore in Lake Huron. Indians venerated it and it was large enough to hold 6 – 8 sets of square dancers!

Indians gathered here as did early trappers. Eastern boundary of the treaty of the NW Territory in 1807. first settlement in HC 

Became a trading center – 2 sawmills, salt brine co., harbor with 1000’ dock.

Present school built in 1909 and served until 1968 – now a museum.

Indians left offerings of tobacco and weapons on white rock. The Army Air Corp almost destroyed it by using it for target bombing and strafing in WWII.

Settlers of Parisville landed at White Rock, 10 miles to the east of Parisville. 

Red Cross built a home to handle relief for the fire of 1881

Had home sawmills once timber companies pulled out – brine business went under when no more trees for fuel were around. 

A Pictorial History of Michigan’s Thumb by Gerard Schultz 1972

1) In 1845 Rev. Friedrich Schmid of Ann Arbor sent the 3 missionaries to Sebewaing to convert the Indians. In 1849, Rev. Auch got lumber across Sag Bay on a raft from Lower Sag to Shebahyonk about 7 miles north of Sebe. Used it to build Mission House and dedicated it in 1849. Once Indians left, it became private residence.

1945- Charles Luckhard purchased house. Converted it to museum that contains articles used by missionaries and Indian artifacts. Also has replica of first log chapel built by missionaries.

2) Emil Baur dreamed of a Christian Utopia. He was founder of Christian German Agricultural and Benevolent Society of Ora et Labora. (pray and work). 

Started in Dec. 1862 on Wildfowl Bay. Too shallow for large vessels to land. Collapsed in 1867. MI Legislature passed act to reimburse members for building ditches and drains on State Swamp Lands. Each head of a family got a homestead. Many descendants live in Bay Port and Pigeon area.

3) 1883 when laying the Sag. Tuscola and Huron RR near Bay Port, a special train ran to the end of the line. People got out and took a rock from the Bay Port Quarry. In 1890 – produced 5000 cords of building stones, 48000 bushels of lime and 10,000 cubic yards of crushed stone. 100 men were employed.
Started on a deposit with short handled shovels (would lean on long handled ones) to scrap the dirt off. Later horse or mule was used to drag scraper across ground.

In 1900 the Bay Port Lime and Stone Co. was sold to W.H. Wallace, George Morley and A. H. Harvey. On July 1 of that year – incorp as Wallace Stone Co with WH as pres. In 1962, merges with J. P. Burroughs and Son in Sag. 

In 1969, quarry was 1.5 miles long, more than a 1/3 mile wide and down to 28’ deep. 40 to 50 men employed then.

Season runs from April to Dec. Used lots of wood for construction around site. Hospital for horses and winches to lift them out when hurt. 

Crushed rock prod. In 500,000 to 600,000 tons per year. Used in highway construction and railroad ballast. Also makes building stones for churches, schools, libraries and homes.

Different areas of housing for workers – “Bulgarian Shanties, the Dago Shanties, Boarding House Proper, White Row, Blue Row and Millionaire Row”. Some worked as lumberjacks in winter. Trucks came to quarry in 1920’s to haul stone away.

4) Capt. Aaron Peer came to GC in 1834 to get stone to “flag the streets of Detroit”. His father had bought the land on which the quarries sat in 1839. 
US Census data shows the Grindstone and Whetstone Company formed by Wallace and Prentiss, made 1600 tons of grindstones valued at $49,600 and 3000 gross of whetstones valued at $12,000 in 1870. Employed 48 men then. 

W. H. Cooper and Co. made 1400 tons of grindstone valued at $16,800. 34 men employed for 9.5 months of year. 

In 1880 – Lake Huron Grindstone & Whetstone Co produced gr. Valued at $35,000 and Worthing and Sons made $42,000. 

Port Austin also produced loose grindstones and scythe stones in 1889. Once emery and carborundum were dev’d – prod dropped and quarries abandoned.

5) Frank Murphy’s dad was a lawyer also. 

Was prosecuting attorney for HC from 89-90 and 93-94

Postmaster at HB in 1914

Graduated from HB high school in 1908, mother a great influence on him
6) Huron City
     Langdon came from Hartford CT to Lexington in 1839. 54 he settled in Willow Creek

At age 35

Bought 28,000 acres of land to do lumbering. Shipped out on flatboats from ¼ mile long dock, suffered heavily in two fires, but after 81 the sawmill not replaced – no trees. Also ran store and farm.

62 he married Amanda Lester – 3 kids, Amanda died at 27 and she was taken back to Penn Yann NY where she was from. Kids sent to CT for 15 years to be raised by aunts.

Dr. Phelps was professor atYale, preached at HC Church, later took complete control of svs, expanded church twice

Shultz says that Billy met Frank at Yale, Frank returned to HC to help sell land as farm land, Billy met Annabel when she went to middle school in Hartford.

7) Daniel J.Morrell
Foundered on Nov. 29, 1966 at 2:30 am some 30 miles north of HB – the stern was later located about 16 miles north of Pointe Aux Barques.

On Dec 7, 1970 the families of 27 men who lost their lives were awarded 2.75 Million by US District Judge Frank Batisti in Cleveland OH. Dennis Hale is lone survivor.

The New History of Michigan’s Thumb by Gerard Schultz 1969
Lake Huron noted for its storms – in 1830 Calvin Colton made a tour of the Great Lakes and wrote that Lake Huron was beautiful in its stillness but that the lake was “doomed to fitful and terrible agitations of the sudden waking of the tempest. The greatest fury of the wide Atlantic is mere mockery to Huron’s maddest moods and roughest shapes. The most experienced mariner of the former has been filled with wonder, and stood aghast at the terrors of the latter.”
Where Sag Bay meets the Lake is also dangerous area.

Rocky shores, sand ridges extend far out from shore, dangerous area of the lake

French trappers in fur trade were first until 1760 when British took over. “Coureurs de bois” were the rangers of the wood – collected furs from Indians and went by canoe to trading posts. French built fort at Port Huron to prevent English trappers going north in 1686. 

1760 British took over Detroit but did not occupy Michilimackinac until 1761. At end of Revolutionary War, ceded them to Americans but did not turn over forts in Great Lakes until 1796.

1796 to 1832 – Thumb was wilderness, fur trade still big, lots of animals to trap
1832-1881 – lumber was king

1881 – present – agricultural products are industry – wheat, corn, beans, oats, potatoes, sugar beets etc.

most towns have some manufacturing – in 1958 census – 404 manufacturing industries in state. 296 had less than 20 employees. 36 had 100 or more.

Tourism is big now – swimming, boating, water skiing, camping, picnics, pheasant hunting, duck hunting, perch and pike ice fishing, other fish in spring.

Paleo-Indians – ancient Indians – here long ago, have found spears pointed with fluted blades of chipped stone. Hunted mastodons, beaver, elk, deer and caribou. Mastodon remains have been found in all Thumb counties. 

Next were mound builders – prehistoric Indians – found mounds along shores of St. Clair River and Lake Huron. Skeletons found inside meant burial mounds. Necklaces, ornaments, hammers etc were found too.

Did find in Lapeer County a perforated crainia in 1934. Several skulls were found with disks removed from the back.

Sanilac petroglyphs are a puzzle. Dates range from > 1000 years to < 100. Are disappearing as a result of weathering. Mentions Darrel Richards (from other book) notes about same type designs in other areas of the country.

Ottawa, Huron=Wyandot, Potawotami, Chippewa = Ojibway all were tribes in area. 

When white man came the Chippewa were here. Moved around a lot, small bands. Hunted and fought well were goals, animals to catch and fish from lake, grew corn, squash and beans. Berries and nuts and roots – women mostly – men hunted. Built dome shaped dwellings.
During war of 1812 – Indians hostile to whites. 1814 fort Gratiot built in Pt Huron to protect settlers and control navigation.

After 1820 – peaceful relations.Sebewaing especially had a band close and they intermingled there.

In 1807 – Governor William Hull met with chiefs of tribes and they ceded land to the US Gov’t. Line from Fort Defiance OH to end of Lake Huron then to White Rock – southeastern part of the state. 

In 1819 – met again with Indians and they ceded large portion of land – including thumb area not covered in 1807. Signed treaty

Highway 25 now follows course of early Indian trail. 
Did recognize Great Spirit and White Rock was place where they communicated with it. Smoke of burning tobacco on top of White Rock took prayers heavenward.

From 1669 to 1840 – stayed on the coast mostly, lots of explorers, missionaries and traders traveled the lakes. Thumb appears on French map in 1650. 

Adrien Jolliet sent to UP to find copper mine from Indians. Came back south via western coast of lake h. in 1669.

La Salle’s Griffin was first ship on Lake H. Father Louis Hennepin with them – 1679. Ship made it to Green Bay but vanished on return trip.

Pioneers came when still a thick forest – 125 to 170 feet tall and 2 – 5 feet in diameter
Could not see the sun in some places, some trees fell creating a windfall and that was covered in moss – lots of swampy lands.

Settlement of thumb started at port huron and worked northward. Alvin Hart first in Lapeer County in 1831, Joel Carrington in Sanilac County in 1834.

Surveyors from gov’t had difficulty getting through the interior – so thick with woods and swamps and brambles. Governor at time thought it was not even worth surveying the area! In 1854 – not deemed possible to raise any crops north of Lexington.

Oliver Hazard Perry of Cleveland OH came to thumb to hunt elk in 1838. Took steamboat to Pt huron, overland transport to Black River. Took supplies to camp via sled and drawn by oxen. Saw Indians around esp Chippewa who hunted area in fall. Perry not come back til 1850. steamer to pt huron then by wagon to Lexington. No roads north of there. Did go by sailboat to just north of port Sanilac.  1852 hunted on Cass River – went down it with kill until they came to Indianfields across from Caro. Woman of the house gave them food and said Indian chief Kinne-Woop was a celebrated hunter, having killed 3 bears a few days before. In 1854 – took train from Detroit to Pontiac. Pontiac to Tuscola in a two seated horse drawn wagon. First day roads good but not on second. Next year he came back and saw 146 deer in area. Killed deer but saw many animals.

Traveling overland was difficult. Forests, swamps, marshes bad for wheels. “road bees” were held to build by hand the roads. Men liked getting together to do this to catch up on news and have fun with buddies. Removed stumps, trees and roots and filled in holes.

Had to be self-sufficient and like isolation to settle in area. Lovira and Emaline Hart settled near Tuscola in 1837. No market for spare produce so had to spin flax to make clothes. Had planted corn and potatoes, oats, buckwheat, flax, oxen, chickens, cows, made soap and sugar on the farm. Carried four bushels of corn to Sag to grind it into meal and trip took 5 days!

Spent time clearing land, spinning flax and making clothes. In 1841- Emaline died in childbirth. Also had deer mice plaque – ate up everything in 1853.also had crop damage from squirrels in the area, wolves attacked livestock.
Ora Labora – establish a colony where members would pray and work and live according to Methodist Church Discipline. Send workers to site and pay them 1.50 per day plus food. Emil Baur born in Germany in 1830. Came to US in 1852. converted to ME and in PA saw The Harmony Society build a settlement on 3000 acre tract along the Ohio River. Settled in Dec. of 1862 and started building loghouse hamlet mile northeast of Bay Port. Colony was joint stock company, held by constitution for 10 years. 4,000 shares at $25 per share. Relieve colonists from paying tribute to the middleman and to the speculator. Baur wrote “The farmer does not have to pay profit to the storekeeper, nor the shoemaker to the tanner, nor the smithy to the farmer or the farmer to the smithy.”
In 1863, Rev. Jacob Krehbiel went to visit colony. Left Cleveland for Detroit by boat, train from Detroit to Sag. Steamer to Ora Labora. Beautiful site – bay and water etc. He helped them redo constitution. 14 houses built in 2 straight rows.

Colonists up at 5, devotions at 5:30, breakfast at 6, work from 6:30 to noon, then again from 1 until 6. By 1865 lots of ugly words written and spoken about Ora Labora. Another Rev. went to see for himself. 18 blockhouses with one family per, nice gardens around houses, most original settlers gone, fight off mosquitoes when touring lands, supposed famine not present – all well fed, each family had a cow, pigs, chickens and geese. Most difficult part over but did need support. 

After 3 years, Baur reported to paper that those who have excess put it into the store for credit and others may buy it. They are then allowed the benefit of their work. Officers were elected by the members and business done with officers. Within those 3 years, were given and expended $25,000 – got it from outside state but spent it in MI. Built roads, dock out far so steamers could come in, 22 houses, store, school, barns, stables, sawmill, gristmill, tannery, blacksmith, joiner, carpenter. 50 acres of woods cleared. Had woods, salt basin, lime stone on shore, sandstone quarry close. 
Meeting minutes kept – started out electing officers, deciding on days of week for singing practice, prayer nights and Sunday school times. Appointed committees – business, fishing, agricultural, building, locate a cemetery, etc. determined prices for fish to be sold at, notes made when some left without notice, asked for ministers and teachers and none given – picked locals to do it, salaries for officers decided, paid workers – some 1.75 others 1.5 and left Saturdays to work for themselves. Some people left colony to escape the draft for the Civil War, lowered wages as time went on, in 1864 “President Baur was shocked by the meanness of some members at the meeting and indignantly closed it”. Asked one person not working to go to work but he could not find anyone to nurse his wife. Gave each colonist 3 acres for his own use. Issuing shares for salt mine – 250 at $100 a piece. Pound of sugar to each family every two weeks, jan 1866 – meeting to decide how to keep the colony from ruin. Officers resigned but their resignations were not accepted. Selling tobacco and cigars instead of giving them out on credit. Feb 1866 – sell property to company to save from ruin discussed. Investigation committee set up to see about management of store by Brother Kolb. – he was paying cheaper prices than others at store. Pay went down to $1 day, jan 1867 – started distributing store merchandise to colonists. Feb 1868 – last of things distributed – and minutes end.
City people who did not know how to be pioneers. Not know how to hunt, trap or fish – getting it from Indians. No farming skills in wilderness, only 40 acres cleared in 4 years. Transportation problem – bay was shallow so had to drag it to ptas – and back. Cheap stuff became expensive. Long time to officially dissolve Ora Labora. After – Baur taught German at high school in Ann Arbor.

Logging and lumbering began before 1800. 1832- 1881 it dominated life. Shingles were used as currency early on – five meals for 1000 shingles at hotel in Lexington. 10,000 shingles for barrel of flour and 20k for barrel of pork. Made from white pine, short blocks, split and then shaved with drawknife.

Lots of sawmills and lumber mills along the coast. Peak production on Black River was 1871 and 100,000,000 board feet were cut. In 1854 – 11,000,000 feet of lumber came from 7 sawmills on Cass River. In 1864- 40,000,000 feet of logs floated to Sag and Bay City. In 1872 – Huron Booming Co. 104,000,000 feet of logs down the Cass River – peak time. By 1879 – dropped to 7,000,000 feet.
Logging started in early winter when ground was frozed and logs could be hauled on sleds. Ended in spring when streams flooded and logs could be floated down the river. Dry seasons made it difficult – hard to move logs if not frozen and no water to drive them to the mills. Jams and drives hung up because of the weather.

Dangerous job – cut in half by saws, slipping on logs in water etc. worked from 6 am to 6 pm with only hour break. Summer its hot in mills and no time for drink.

Manufacture of salt was side line of mills in northern part of thumb. Waste slabs and lumber used to generate steam to run pumps that drew brine from well and evaporate it. First salt plant was by Ayres & Company in ptas in 1863. made 40,000 barrels of salt annually. 1878 – Port Austin Peerless Block sold 68,000 barrels of salt. Learned and Ayres drilled wells at Pt Crescent and in 1871 first one drilled in Caseville. White Rock had largest salt manufacturing plant and was nationally advertised. 
Ship building another industry of thumb. Fort Gratiot in 1818 was start for St. Clair county. Marine City, Port Huron, St. Clair and Algonac all built ships.

Commercial fishing not sure when it started. St. Clair River by 1820’s. Whitefish, sturgeon, trout, perch, herring, pickerel, pike, bass, bullheads, sunfish and many others.

At start – fish packed in salt to ship. Winter fish were frozen and packed in ice. Lumbering and salt manuf. Reduced cost of fishing – barrels and salt were handy and plentiful. 

Saginaw Bay is oldest Indian name to have survived. On maps in 1688. Other Indian names are Sanilac, Tuscola, sebewaing, Algonac, quanicassee, katechay (island in Sag Bay) Shebeon (small stream in HC). Sanilac – Wyandot chief famous in wars between huron and Iroquois.  Tuscola = level lands  Algonac=land of the Algonquin sebewaing named after stream through town – meant little river but French maps have is as du Fil which is threaded river. Quanicassee = lone tree, Wahjamega in Tuscola named by taking first letter in names of a family. 
By 1800 all had French names. 19th cent. Converted to translations – Roche Blanche became White Rock, La Pierre became Lapeer, Pointe aux Chenes = Oak Point

Lake huron is from French – meant wild and savage – both lake and Indians can be that way. Huron Indians had ridge of hair on their heads that looked like wild boar.

Lake st clair – named by la salle of griffin fame – entered it on feast of Saint Clare so named it after her. 

Pointe aux Barques – point of ships – rock formations looked like the prows of ships lined up along the coast

Cass River after territorial governor lewis cass – Indians named is “not-a-way-sebe” meaning a peculiar black snake found there

Almont – Mexican general, Capac – Manco Capac – founder of Inca dynasty in Peru, Vassar = Vassar College’s founder, Imlay City – William Imlay who bought much land there, Dryden = poet John Dryden, Deckerville = Charles Decker who built hotel in area,

Snover =Congressman Horace Snover who was rep for district, Clifford = Arden Lyman’s son – Arden built first building there.

Desmond – first name of Port Huron

Bird’s Creek – first name of Ptas, after Jeduthan Bird who first settled there. Then name changed to Dwightville after Alfred Dwight big lumberman. Then P. C. Austin built dock first called Austin’s Port – then Port Austin. 

Ubly – Padgett’s Corners – named after his hometown in England but painted it wrong on depot so became Ubly not Ubley. 
Yale – original was Brockway Center.

Centerville became Caro

Oliver Center became Elkton

Greenbush became Lexington.

Port Sanilac originally called Bark Shanty Point after Bark shanty left there by company who had come to harvest hemlock for tanning leather. Left the shanty when they left and those on the lake saw it and it became a landmark. Lots of work to get it changed.

Lapeer to Whitesville to Lapeer

Sandusky to Sanilac Center to Sandusky – after OH town

Black River (town) to Davisville to Croswell

Plainfield to Clay to Algonac

Geneva to Wild Fowl Port to Bay Port

Pigeon River Settlement to Elizabethtown to Caseville after Leonard Case, lumberman.

Yankee Point, Wards Landing, Newport, Marine, Marine City.

Barnettsville to Sand Beach to Harbor Beach – didn’t want people to think nothing but sand there!

People tried to change bad axe and were not successful. In 1907 billy phelps supported changing the name. Detroit Free Press defended it. In 1909 did get legislature to change it to Huron but on approval of voters. Council knew it would not pass and did not even have the referendum to prove it – so never changed.  Got its name from George Willis Pack and Rudolph Papst were laying out road from Sand Beach to Bay City. Found broken, rust axe in a tree and called it Bad Axe Corners. 
Fires of 71 and 81

Forest fires not unusual – 1853, 1861, 1862, 1864 – burned down courthouse at HB and destroyed records of county

1871 – Oct 8. dry summer and fall, fires in WI and Chicago, on Oct 6 – fire at Cato west of Forestville, fire was flying through the air like hail.

300 people fled White Rock for the lake. Stood in waist deep and held children. Pushed in buggy and it burned down to water line, HB destroyed but for one house, 2 men, 1 woman and 9 children got in boat at HB but winds prevented them from landing – drifted to Kincardine Ontario three days later. No food and one child died on the way.
Forestville – everything destroyed but large mill, people took refuge near Parisville in large ditch for draining swamp – put wet blankets over their heads. 

No hay left to feed cattle so those killed by the fire were eaten, those still alive were killed for future use. Roasted potatoes from the ground were the best ever.

Many blinded for life, one man in a group of 25 families felt well enough to get from Richmondville to Forester  to get supplies – rest had blindness, burns or exhaustion.

Navigation on lake huron was difficult – smoke bad. Brought provisions to ptas – county seat then – where people went for refuge. Steamers took 200 from white rock to port huron. Relief depots set up at ptas, pt hope, rock falls, Forestville and richmondville. Help came from people, groups, near and far. 

North of richmondville to pointe aux barques was a wasteland – from 10 to 25 miles inland of Lake huron devastation started.  Trees fell over – piled up, walk for more than a mile on tree trunks, lumber camps in area all destroyed.

Lapeer, St. Clair and Tuscola not as devastated. Herd’s Corners and Farrington in Tusc. County were burned. Farmers lost timber and rails. Late in oct more fires broke out. Caro surrounded by fire and fought it off.
Iosco County Gazette reported on oct 26 1871 that losses were immense. “Villages of New River, Huron City, port Hope, Sand Beach, Center Harbor, Rock Falls, White Rock, Elm Creek and Forestville were burned, most of them entirely; and in the interior the farm houses, the crops, fences, and everything else were swept away, and many people perished in the flames.”

Agent after the fire counted in HC 339 dwellings, 18 schools, 1 church, 4 hotels, 10 stores, 17 mills, 7 wharves, 1,674,000 feet of lumber, produce valued at $401,021. 19 people killed. San County – 102 dwellings, 10 schools, 2 hotel, 4 stores, 4 mills, 2 wharves, produce valued at 116,585. 

1881 – fire confined to thumb – logging reached peak in 1872! 

By 81 pine and hardwoods were gone, slashings left behine – tree tops, limbs,  stumps, branches etc. 12 to 15 feet high. 71 fire left lots on ground as tinder. Underbrush was thick when top trees cut down. 

Summer hot and dry. Streams dried up, swamps to hard clay, - same as his other book – not repeating information.

Firsts in the Thumb
First underwater tunnel to run from one country to another was st. clair railway tunnel – before put train cars on ferries! Work began in 1889 and celebrated opening in 1891.

First newspaper in the world published on a train was the Weekly Herald – both sides of the page – made by Thomas Alva Edison (15 at the time) and sold on the train betw pt huron and Detroit.

First millionaire in MI – Eber B. Ward to st clair county in 1819 with his dad. Uncle had successful boat building business and he inherited it. Bought tracts of pine, built mills, factories, iron mines and railroads. Will was litigated so not a happy home life for all his wealth.

1862 – first paper in Huron County – the Huron County News, published in HB. County seat then. Charles Steel editor, news of civil war etc. lasted a year.  when seat moved to ptas – paper was revived under same name. The Backwoodsman was first paper in BA – sold in 1880 to form the Huron Tribune.

1850 – took census for first time in Huron County. 52 heads of families

4 – farmers




210 total population


6 – carpenters




132 males, 78 females


5  - professional hunters





3 – coopers


3 – lumbermen


4 – fishermen


laborers

PT Crescent – 17 block village at one time, population of more than 500.  was called pinnepog after river and changed to pt crescent.
2 sawmills, 2 salt plants used waste from mills for fuel, made barrels for shipping here too. Gristmill, wagon factory, boot and shoe factory, pump factory, brewery, stores, 2 hotels, 2 blacksmith shops, post office, depot, telegraph office and roller rink.

Lumber town from 1864 to 1881. once timber gone – declined. Sand was then exported to make glass and that continued til 1936.  1956 – dpt of conservation bought 124 acres to form port crescent state park.
Bay port hotel – 1907 it was dismantled. Railroad track went across the water for a mile. Had island built just to launch fireworks. Bay port girls helped out and were paid $7 a month plus room and board. 6 am until midnight! Water level in bay changed helped to cause it to decline.

Daniel Morrell – bound for Taconite Harbor MN from Cleveland, last position given was 12 to 19 miles north of HB and that was 12:15 am nov 29 1966. 1:12 pm on nov 30 that another ship found the first body. 29 crew on board – Dennis Hale only survivor – 26 at the time, taken from raft by helicopter, survived 38 hours – 3 shipmates died in raft and he burrowed under them to survive.  He heard emergency alarm, got dressed and went above – ship breaking in half. Took 15 minutes to sink after he got in the raft. 26 bodies recovered – 2 never found.
ORa Labora – Baur wrote afterwards – object was “mutual cooperation by workingmen to get homes and good schools; at the same time enjoying the privileges of the social advantages of village life, not scattered on farms and the promotion of all benevolent enterprises.” Failure attributed to 1) friction betw individual and common interest 2) exorbitant war prices and freights 3) inexperience of settlers in pioneer life 4) drafting of men into the army

Ubly Michigan 1896 – 1976 by Florence Schrader 

First settlers james frank and orlow munro in 1856. Jacob miller and Robert scott in 1857 came next.
First called Sidon, then Pagett’s Corners after Alfred Pagett who built store in 1870 which burned in 1881. Alfred from London England – born in 1841. 
When applied for post office in 1880 – wanted to name it pagettville but mr pagett declined. He wanted ubley after a town in England. Application came back with Ubly. Aflred rebuilt after fire and had annual sales of $4000 in 1884. 

Alexander Pierce came in 1869 from Canada. 1882 offered his 20 acres as spots for businesses and was successful. His son, David, went to schools in Huron and Sanilac counties, lived with his parents until 21, then farmed on his own for 9 years. Married in 1871 and had 5 kids. May of 81 he built mercantile business and lost it in spt. Rebuilt structure and stocked it again. 1884 had sales of $20,000

1900 had population of 432 – 1970 was 899
had women’s basketball team in 1924
Pine Max and Ax by Bernice Stevens 1962
1607 – started harvesting lumber in Jamestown colony and sent wood back to England.
Had to clear land to farm it and used cleared trees to build homes, furniture etc. 

Used to kill trees to clear – girdling them – cut circle of bark from trees – as died let in more sunlight to farm and after harvesting would have a log-rolling bee where they cut down the dead trunks and burned them! Made soap from removed lye from ashes, charcoal used for gunpowder.

Pit sawing – digging a pit and putting one man in the hole and one man on top on a platform and sawed the log that way – few feet per day

First sawmill from waterwheel in South Berwick ME in 1631. Meant could cut 500 board feet a day! Also used wood to make ships and that industry started in MA in 1631. 

Used maple for spinning wheels, oak for staves and barrels, cherry and walnut for chests, laurel for weavers’ shuttles. White pine could be used for everything – easy to cut, light but strong – best wood they could find. Floated high in water – easier to take down the river.

1691 – wrote up article that all pines and oaks that were over 24” at base and w/in 3 miles of stream were reserved for Royal Navy. Put the “broad arrow” on the tree to mark it. Most trees were 3’ to 6.5’ at base and tough to drag trees 3 miles. People chopped them down anyway. 1706 – tried to put a stop to logging industry and had Redcoats break into sawmills and put loggers in jail. Bloodshed and finally realized would not be able to enforce the ban.
1770 – won French and Indian War – all land east of Miss River was English territory. 

Shipbuilding from ME to VA – 1/3 of all English ships were being built in America!
Forests being penetrated – fur traders to explore the interior.

After Revolutionary War, no manufacturing had been set up in states – raw materials shipped to England. Now England did not want American raw materials so shipbuilding shut down. Soldiers paid with land grants. People also bid on Maine’s lumber – 12 ½ cents per acre! 
Immigrants arriving that needed wood for fuel, housing and to make goods. Towns sprung up along the coast. Lumberman needed workers and many hired immigrants who didn’t know one tree from another. As cut more wood – shipped to new markets – Asia, China, Australia. Bangor ME became first all lumber city in world – more than 400 sawmills going day and night.

Vertical saws used first but slow, then circular saw invented in 1820 and that made it possible to cut 40,000 feet per day. 

Lumbermen were unique individuals. Misjudging a falling tree could mean death. Logs in river swallow him up. “Woodsmen of America”. Slept in cabin w/bunk beds. Ate over fire in middle of room w/hole in roof for smoke. Worked from sun up to sun down in winter. No doctors – cut off injured limbs. Visited towns in spring with a roar – spending money in saloons and dance halls. Riding wood down river – had to be alert as a tiger and that was their nickname “Bangor Tigers”. Told stories of their feats, legend of Paul Bunyan from them. 

3 kinds of lumbermen – timber cruiser – looked for timber, woodsman – felled the trees and river-man who drove them down the river to the mill.

Cruiser – most important man in industry – find next lumber to take out. Estimate amount in an uncharted forest and take it to gov’t land office. To qualify: top physical condition, alertness, knowledge of forest, emotional stability and ability to estimate trees. Pay from 20 to 50 per day! Some worked for percentage of profits made from surveyed timber. Worked best in winter – easier traveling, no mosquitoes and flies, each man for himself, stop at nothing to get estimate in to land office, lit fire as protection against animals at night, made trail by cutting off strips of bark on trees, trees in Great Lakes were larger than New England trees, 125 to 200 feet tall, 6 – 8 feet in diameter, not much undergrowth – no light for other things to grow under the pines. Scouted for miles to find gov’t stake – then would pace off acre and estimate value of timber. Used hills to help see land – put figures in notebook – could take him 2 months to get estimate ready. Then had to hike 200 miles to nearest land office! 
MI was 95% forested and of that 60% was white and Norway pine – top two woods wanted.

1840 ads appeared in New England about land in west – men who knew the industry to come and cut the trees. Most headed for Great Lakes via Erie Canal – bypassed PA and NY. MI, like ME, existed for lumber while NY and PA were settled for other reasons – farming etc. They had also been lumbered out already – the best trees already taken. Men who settled there were logger-farmers who meant to stay and farm – not continue to log.
1850 – land in MI being sold for $1.25 acre. Growing population demanded lumber. People became millionaires from lumber – at one point 98 of them lived on Sag river.
Work started in Oct – setting up camp after moving inland, brought enough to last for months – food and feed for animals. Rivers used to move lumber so camps were close to rivers. Had to cut roads out of wilderness – chopped down the trees to do it.

Head of camp =  Bull of the Woods. Had to be able to beat any man in camp. Most could read or write, some not even speak English. Tough yet fair. Men hired for one job they did best but did do other jobs.

Swamper – road monkey – laid out sleigh road that lumber taken to river on. 25’ wide, sloping down to river, logs piled on shore til spring floods. Sleigh road was smooth – all trees and stumps removed and gradual curves – smaller roads off of it. Road was slippery in winter to make it easier to get logs to river. Iced the roads at night with a sprinkling tank that held 90 barrels of water – amount of water had to be just right for road to work.

Ax-man – cut down trees. 6’ in diameter in an hour if good. 

Choppers – trimmed limbs off the trunk

Sawyers – sawed the trunk itself into lengths of 14, 16 or 18’. First used the saws to cut trunks only after fallen – then in 1880’s used saw for chopping down tree first – faster and after that used saw all the time

Skidder – ox-skinner - drove oxen that took individual logs out of forest.

Cant-hook man loaded the logs onto a sleigh to be taken down the sleigh road to the river. Most dangerous job in camp outside of spring drive. Runners were placed 12 to 16’ apart. Horses pulled logs up leaning poles onto a platform on top of runners. Cant-hook guided the logs up the poles. Special guy was top-loader – stood on top of platform and guided logs onto it. When several were loaded – used chains to tighten and continued loading until full and chains went over entire load. Oxen hitched to sleigh sides to get it started – then let go and horses remained. 
Teamsters – operated the sleighs and unloaded wood at river. Two horses hauled 30 tons! Loads could be 35’ high.  If chains broke – the load squashed out – killing or maiming the driver and team. If went too fast, sleigh ran into horses – could also be caused by sleigh road being too slippery. Called sluicing and team likely killed. If teamster lost load and survived it – he was disgraced. Teamsters paid most in MI – 27 per month plus room and board.

Only 60 good days of hauling – spring brought sun to melt road and they shifted to doing it at night by torchlight. 

Scaler – estimate number of board feet produced. Board feet is lumber 1’ long x 1’ wide x 1” thick. Numbers needed to match cruisers estimate from the beginning. Scaler also marked ends of logs w/camp symbol so knew who owned the logs. Hammer like device with symbol raised was used to put it into the wood.
Square timber – chopped bark off four sides – French Canadians did this.
Oxen were main source of power for a long time but eventually replaced by horses because they were more intelligent. Over 40,000 head of oxen in MI at one point. Horses sold at Chicago for more than $400 per team.

Mostly had beans to eat at first, then cook became a reason to go to a certain camp. Best guys went where the food was good. Large camp would take 60 loaves of bread, barrel of doughnuts, 25 cakes 40 pies every day. Donuts 6” across. When busy time he would feed men 5 times a day and only slept when he could.

Cookee – chore boy, assistant to the cook, disabled logger, lowliest position in camp, sometimes boys of 12 or 13 to see if life suited him, took food to the men – even at night, pared veggie, made fires, washed towels etc. sometimes summoned the loggers to eat with horns, conch shells, bells also to wake them up

Sunday was day of rest. Water heated to wash clothes and shave etc. Sat nights big in bunk house, dancing, music, story telling. No liquor allowed in camps. Did allow tobacco – used if for gambling. Bought everything at company store and it was deducted from wages in the spring.

Had quota of logs to be cut by spring so as it got closer hurried to cut more timber. Rollways=piles of logs, wannigans= floating kitchens that would follow logs down the stream (built in spring). Tools used in float were repaired and readied. Then had to wait for level of water in stream to reach right height. 6 – 11 million dollars worth of logs went down every large stream in spring! If not get to sawmill – not get paid. People in mill towns and back east all waited for spring rains. 

Riverguards watched the level of water in the rivers. “driving pitch” was wanted – high enuf to float logs. Would listen to tree trunks to hear water coming and ice would finally be swept down the river – then he called out “drivin’ pitch” and all went crazy.

River-men or river-rats – spiked shoes. Lit explosives under rollways to move timber into river. Loud as the logs were tossed end over end. 

Used peaveys to pull logs out from under rollways. If not quick enuf to get out of way – some died. Vanguard was first crew to steer logs thru rapids or around bends in river – jumped from log to log – watching for jams.

Sackers followed vanguards – kept logs behind in order, used pikepoles and also flyboom that could be stretched across river to stop jams.

Boat crew w/extra tools came behind, along w/ wannigan – sent food in knapsacks to river-rats. 

Water boys hopped onto logs to give river-rats water to drink. Farmers came to sell to wannigan. Sometimes people came at night to chop off ends of logs to replace stamp w/ their own. Death was penalty if caught and would hang them over the river as a warning.

Town watched logs go through. Jams were feared by river-rats. Force of water would shove logs into the air and eventually flood areas around the jam. River-rats jumped from log to log trying to find out where the problem was. Danger in air – people on bank in whispers. One jam in St.Croix River in 1886 took 200 men, 100 horses 2 engines and 2 steamboats working 7 weeks before it was freed. 

1860 – 1910 – Age of Wood 

     
wagons to go west

     
cabins on prairies 

     
fuel


paper


stagecoaches


railroad crossties


schools, town buildings


schooners


mine shafts


oil derricks

barges of pine went down erie canal – buffalo was largest lumber market – NYC on other end was world commerce point

roosters – lived on and guided rafts of timber down Mississippi River. Stephen Hanks – Lincoln’s cousin – worked on river for 40 years hauling rafts

1860  country used 8 billion board feet a year – 1870 – 13 billion. Hard to keep up w/ demand when season was so short – fall to spring. 

1870 – Silas Overpack was a carriage maker in Manistee MI. made a set of wheels to pull logs off his land. It worked! Some were 10 feet high to take out multiple logs at once. Now not limited to winter time work.

1876 – Winfield Gerrish saw a small locomotive at an exposition and built one to take lumber out of the woods. Next winter – no snow and the engine worked! Now pine away from streams could be cut and taken out. Railroads went crazy – but had to build them correctly – no hills too high that lumber could not be pulled over them and no sharp bends so the logs would fly off. 

When trains came – still 17 million acres of uncut pine in MI plus WI and MN. Cruisers went out in droves. Lawsuits flooded the courts over timber cases. Tracts of land bought years before could make a man a millionaire in an hour. Loggers heard little – did their job and made America great!

For 50 years – lumber was it. Sawmills were run by steam now and 74 mills in Sag alone. 

Saginaw river went from Sag to Bay City – 112 sawmills on it, solid wall of lumber lining both sides of river, lumber shipped to buffalo. Hundreds or more saloons were in bay city and sag. After spring drive 25000 loggers swarmed into town. Used up all their spring pay. 

Muskegon was Lumber Queen of the World.  On Lake MI, schooners went in and out – down to Chicago. Film of sawdust over lakes, money built mansions, bought racehorses for private tracks, sent daughters to Europe and lumber barons to Congress.

Once lumber was played out in MI – 1910 – loggers moved on to other areas of the country and other types of trees.
Port Austin History 1837 --- 1884 – selections from  A Portrait and Biographical Album of Huron County 1884 compiled by Chapman Brothers, Chicago. 
Huron Township organized in 1855 and first settled in 1845 by Mr. Lewis who started a sawmill. Then Mr. Brakeman and Langdon Hubbard. 5 school districts, Huron City nearest port.

Village of Port Austin 1884 – 

Gov’t built lighthouse  completed in 1878  - before lighthouse and knew ship was coming – would light bonfires on beach or put a lamp on top of a cedar post.

Jonathon Bird first white settler in 1837. fled from Canada to Sag. Bay and settled at mouth of creek (Bird’s Creek).1838 built sawmill and first one of Huron County. 52 he sold out to Smith Dwight and Co who installed large steam sawmill and later cut over 120,000,000 feet of lumber to ship east.

First school in 53. no regular mail – brought by steamboats and none in winter. 53-54 Joh Butters took contract to take mail from village to Caseville for $2 trip – few Indians and he went along the shore.

Coves along coast hid fugitives from law. Terminus of Western branch of Port Huron & Northwestern Rail. 2 docks 

Thomas Winsor has steam salt block started in 1878. Port Austin Peerless Salt. Brine from 2 wells of 1180 feet. 150 barrels a day capacity. 200 horsepower engine which also supplies machine shop, barrel factory and sawmill. 
Ayres & Co. in 1859 general merchandise. Salt block, sawmill, barrel factory and flouring mill also

Carriage and wagon manufacture, banking and insurance done by lawyer, Richard Winsor first settled at or near Huron City in 1857 and moved to ptas in 1867. built bank building that is there now? Furniture store, millinery, doctor, harness and saddlery, dressed lumber company, hardware and stove business, jewelry, bakery, tailor shop, boot shop, 2 blacksmith shops and restaurant. Dairy starting. County seat from 65 to 73 when it moved to bad axe. Court house became Winsor hotel.

First paper in huron county at ptas in 1862. The Huron County News. 
Schoolhouse could hold 200 students! One of best in county. 150 pupils. 

13 members in a brass band.

Grinstone City 1884

Capt. A. G. Peer in 1845 first settler

Created first grindstone mill on river
Mail started in 1874 – also telegraph
3000 tons of grindstones made each year, some weighing 7500 pounds and also large amt of scythe-stones and axe bits. 75 men employed 1880 started salt block and make 30000 barrels of salt annually.

Huron Stave Co. big business  
1871 fire burned part of town and in 81 kept back by fighting it
2 docks 3000 feet long, made of stone so good harbor. Tramways on dock so can take salt and stone to end from factories
factories employed 450 total men with blacksmith and machine shops, salt and quarry factories, barrel factory.

population estimated at 600 in 1884, no church
Huron City 1884
Highest bluff in county

45 lewis built sawmill that he sold to Brakeman. Then to Dowling and Forbes and the RB Hubbard & Co. That began town. 
1871 destroyed mills, dock, store, entire village, sawmill, flour mill, grain, lumber, shingles, cedar posts, warehouses all gone. Hubbard rebuilt.
Before 71 fire – unbroken forest in area. After 1881 fire, it was destroyed but Hubbard rebuilt again. Frank Hubbard is postmaster and telegraph. Building a cheese factory. Hotel is good for guests.
School in town, Maccabees have lodge (?) Methodist church built since fire for $1300. 
Port Crescent 1884
350 people lived there, mouth of Pinnebog River
2 docks, mail run to ptas and Caseville, floated logs down pinnebog, had taken a lot of woods but still more to take
fishing port – herring and white fish, put in barrels of salt and shipped out,  Learned & Ayres from ptas had a business but sold out to Woods & Co. 1880 started salt brine and dug wells to supply them. Completed in 81 at depth of 1242 feet. 150 barrels daily is capacity.
Gen’l merchandise, salt, lumber, sawmill, grist mill that was first in county, wagon maker, blacksmith, boots, shoes, grocery, hotels, doctor, post office in 1865, school.
