City section
Bad Axe 

1857 George Martin was a timber prospector and broke his axe. He left it in a tree stump and that’s how the town got its name.

Got name in 1861. survey party led by Ralph Papst working on road from HB to Sebewaing. Stayed at night in old campsites – one had an axe with a broken handle and jagged blade. Made notation of “bad axe camp” and thus it stuck. Started out as “Bad Axe Corners” before a village.

County seat in 1873. courthouse built in 1875 – $25000 to build it. In fire it became refuge. Railroad service (pt huron and northwestern) came here in 1882 from Pt Huron and grew population from 170 to 500! Village incorporated in 1885. water system in 94, electric lighting in 1897, city incorporation in 1905. city sewer system 1917, post office in 1919, now (2001) 3500 population.

1892 – wooden sidewalks and stores on East Huron Ave. Roads unpaved until 1909 when Huron Ave became one of first paved streets in MI. Had to plow it up before the paving could begin. 

1886 – Saginaw, Tuscola, and Huron Railroad company brought service to Saginaw.

1903 – Bad Axe Orchestra, glee clubs and drama groups performed.

1906 – Hubbard Hospital – built by Frank, operated for 50 years before existing one was built

1920 – picture of deputy dumping whiskey down into the sewer to enforce prohibition laws

Albert Sleeper was MI governor from 1917 – 1921 and he was from Bad Axe. He organized State Police and State Park system. (Sleeper State Park is named after him.) Weitenberner Funeral Home was his home and built in 1917 for $150,000.

Bad Axe theater originally showed silent movies with piano music. 1928 showed talkies. The broken axes in neon are original. Now has two screens that can show movies at the same time. 

Grindstone City 

Grindstone used to sharpen tools until carborundum and emery replaced it – then town turned to fishing as its industry. Used old quarries to store caught fish until they were shipped east.

Prospered between 1887 to 1930. Used leftover grindstones to make breakaways in the area and rest were dumped on the lake shore – making an interesting place to see.

Cleveland Stone Company had over 600 men on payroll. Slabs were quarried with steam powered trenching machines and carted to the mill by horse-drawn carry-alls. Shipped to Egypt, Russia and South Africa. Wheels were from 3 pounds to 6 tons – 7’ in diameter and foot thick. Traded at company store where you got credit in winter for what you would earn in summer. Had to trade there. Carborundum (silicon carbide) and emery decreased demand and industry folded in 1929.

Grindstones were first shipped by boat via a large loading dock. It was destroyed in the storm of 1913. Once railroads arrived in late 1800’s – grindstones were shipped by rail.

Capt. Aaron Peer came to GC in 1834 to get stone to “flag the streets of Detroit”. His father had bought the land on which the quarries sat in 1839. His house is still there with his name in the stone at the top. 

US Census data shows the Grindstone and Whetstone Company formed by Wallace and Prentiss, made 1600 tons of grindstones valued at $49,600 and 3000 gross of whetstones valued at $12,000 in 1870. Employed 48 men then. 

W. H. Cooper and Co. made 1400 tons of grindstone valued at $16,800. 34 men employed for 9.5 months of year. 

In 1880 – Lake Huron Grindstone & Whetstone Co produced gr. Valued at $35,000 and Worthing and Sons made $42,000. 

Grinstone City 1884

Created first grindstone mill on river

Mail started in 1874 – also telegraph

3000 tons of grindstones made each year, some weighing 7500 pounds and also large amt of scythe-stones and axe bits. 75 men employed 1880 started salt block and make 30000 barrels of salt annually.

Huron Stave Co. big business  

1871 fire burned part of town and in 81 kept back by fighting it

2 docks 3000 feet long, made of stone so good harbor. Tramways on dock so can take salt and stone to end from factories

factories employed 450 total men with blacksmith and machine shops, salt and quarry factories, barrel factory.

population estimated at 600 in 1884, no church

Bay Port 

Indians used to go there to gather flint for utensils and arrow heads.

Wildfowl Bay, west side of thumb

Named by Carl Heisterman in 1851 and called Geneva, then Switzerland then Wildfowl Point and then Bay Port

Fishing was main business and became known as largest fresh water fishery in world. decreased due to pollution and lamprey eels that invaded the Great Lakes and also silt from farmland. Gillingham Fish CO in 1886, Bay Port Fish Co in 1895. Shipped fresh fish by railroad car to NYC and Chicago. Bay Port is center of commercial fishing on Saginaw Bay.
Trains came from Saginaw in 1883 for rock-hunting expeditions. Jessie Hoyt and William Webber brought trains in to town.
1886 W. L. Webber built beautiful hotel with 117 rooms, casino, bowling, billiards and electric lights. Later Bay Port Club and torn down in 1907. One of first buildings to have elec. In Huron County and only on main floor! Finest hotel had 100 rooms and large veranda where “guests can inhale the balsamic odors of the pines…..” Had sandy beach, fishing and duck hunting, bass fisherman claim one of best places in area (1964). People came by train from Sag and took carriage to hotel. Place of leisure. Railroad track went across the water for a mile. Had island built just to launch fireworks. Bay port girls helped out and were paid $7 a month plus room and board. 6 am until midnight! Water level in bay changed helped to cause it to decline.

Quarries owned and operated there – 160 acre site – 1900. Wallace Stone Company. Deepest operations at 40 feet. 1883 when laying the Sag. Tuscola and Huron RR near Bay Port, a special train ran to the end of the line. People got out and took a rock from the Bay Port Quarry. In 1890 – produced 5000 cords of building stones, 48000 bushels of lime and 10,000 cubic yards of crushed stone. 100 men were employed. Started on a deposit with short handled shovels (would lean on long handled ones) to scrap the dirt off. Later horse or mule was used to drag scraper across ground.

In 1900 the Bay Port Lime and Stone Co. was sold to W.H. Wallace, George Morley and A. H. Harvey. On July 1 of that year – incorp as Wallace Stone Co with WH as pres. In 1962, merges with J. P. Burroughs and Son in Sag. 

In 1969, quarry was 1.5 miles long, more than a 1/3 mile wide and down to 28’ deep. 40 to 50 men employed then.

Season runs from April to Dec. Used lots of wood for construction around site. Hospital for horses and winches to lift them out when hurt. 

Crushed rock prod. In 500,000 to 600,000 tons per year. Used in highway construction and railroad ballast. Also makes building stones for churches, schools, libraries and homes.

Different areas of housing for workers – “Bulgarian Shanties, the Dago Shanties, Boarding House Proper, White Row, Blue Row and Millionaire Row”. Some worked as lumberjacks in winter. Trucks came to quarry in 1920’s to haul stone away.
Fish Sandwich Festival held first weekend in August, Whitefish Boil in 3rd Sunday in May.

Ora Labora set up in 1862 as a communal colony that did not succeed. closed in 1868. 

Started in Dec. 1862 on Wildfowl Bay. Too shallow for large vessels to land. Collapsed in 1868 MI Legislature passed act to reimburse members for building ditches and drains on State Swamp Lands. Each head of a family got a homestead. Many descendants live in Bay Port and Pigeon area.
Ora Labora – establish a colony where members would pray and work and live according to Methodist Church Discipline. He was founder of Christian German Agricultural and Benevolent Society of Ora et Labora. (pray and work). Send workers to site and pay them 1.50 per day plus food. Emil Baur born in Germany in 1830. Came to US in 1852. converted to ME and in PA saw The Harmony Society build a settlement on 3000 acre tract along the Ohio River. Settled in Dec. of 1862 and started building loghouse hamlet mile northeast of Bay Port. Colony was joint stock company, held by constitution for 10 years. 4,000 shares at $25 per share. Relieve colonists from paying tribute to the middleman and to the speculator. Baur wrote “The farmer does not have to pay profit to the storekeeper, nor the shoemaker to the tanner, nor the smithy to the farmer or the farmer to the smithy.”

In 1863, Rev. Jacob Krehbiel went to visit colony. Left Cleveland for Detroit by boat, train from Detroit to Sag. Steamer to Ora Labora. Beautiful site – bay and water etc. He helped them redo constitution. 14 houses built in 2 straight rows.

Colonists up at 5, devotions at 5:30, breakfast at 6, work from 6:30 to noon, then again from 1 until 6. By 1865 lots of ugly words written and spoken about Ora Labora. Another Rev. went to see for himself. 18 blockhouses with one family per, nice gardens around houses, most original settlers gone, fight off mosquitoes when touring lands, supposed famine not present – all well fed, each family had a cow, pigs, chickens and geese. Most difficult part over but did need support. 

After 3 years, Baur reported to paper that those who have excess put it into the store for credit and others may buy it. They are then allowed the benefit of their work. Officers were elected by the members and business done with officers. Within those 3 years, were given and expended $25,000 – got it from outside state but spent it in MI. Built roads, dock out far so steamers could come in, 22 houses, store, school, barns, stables, sawmill, gristmill, tannery, blacksmith, joiner, carpenter. 50 acres of woods cleared. Had woods, salt basin, lime stone on shore, sandstone quarry close. 

Meeting minutes kept – started out electing officers, deciding on days of week for singing practice, prayer nights and Sunday school times. Appointed committees – business, fishing, agricultural, building, locate a cemetery, etc. determined prices for fish to be sold at, notes made when some left without notice, asked for ministers and teachers and none given – picked locals to do it, salaries for officers decided, paid workers – some 1.75 others 1.5 and left Saturdays to work for themselves. Some people left colony to escape the draft for the Civil War, lowered wages as time went on, in 1864 “President Baur was shocked by the meanness of some members at the meeting and indignantly closed it”. Asked one person not working to go to work but he could not find anyone to nurse his wife. Gave each colonist 3 acres for his own use. Issuing shares for salt mine – 250 at $100 a piece. Pound of sugar to each family every two weeks, jan 1866 – meeting to decide how to keep the colony from ruin. Officers resigned but their resignations were not accepted. Selling tobacco and cigars instead of giving them out on credit. Feb 1866 – sell property to company to save from ruin discussed. Investigation committee set up to see about management of store by Brother Kolb. – he was paying cheaper prices than others at store. Pay went down to $1 day, jan 1867 – started distributing store merchandise to colonists. Feb 1868 – last of things distributed – and minutes end.

City people who did not know how to be pioneers. Not know how to hunt, trap or fish – getting it from Indians. No farming skills in wilderness, only 40 acres cleared in 4 years. Transportation problem – bay was shallow so had to drag it to ptas – and back. Cheap stuff became expensive. Long time to officially dissolve Ora Labora. After – Baur taught German at high school in Ann Arbor.

Baur wrote afterwards – object was “mutual cooperation by workingmen to get homes and good schools; at the same time enjoying the privileges of the social advantages of village life, not scattered on farms and the promotion of all benevolent enterprises.” Failure attributed to 1) friction betw individual and common interest 2) exorbitant war prices and freights 3) inexperience of settlers in pioneer life 4) drafting of men into the army

Pointe Aux Barques

PAB Resort began in 1896 by the effort of Stanford Crapo who belonged to the PereMarquette Railroad. He recommended the company sell the land it owned at the tip of the Thumb to Detroiters for a summer getaway.

A large hotel was created, along with many huge cottages. Some were slid over the ice from Charity Island. By 1900, 50 cottages were built and the hotel, which burned in 1912. 

Western Union and a long distance telephone were available in the hotel. Train tracks went to the golf course or Grindstone City. Boats pulled in at Harbor Beach and people were taken by horse and buggy to the Pointe. 

Mr. Churchill from PTAS brought his best horses to PAB in the summer for use by the guests. Some were for riding, others for buggies to travel to town in. 

Firestones from OH had a cottage here. Life of leisure. Husbands would come up on Friday evening and leave Monday morning for work in Detroit. Firestone brought with him an English butler, footmen, personal maid, nursemaids, governess, chauffeurs, upstairs and parlor maids and a cook. Even three cows for fresh milk!

When cars came about – took 7.5 – 8 hours to get to PAB from Detroit. Train was much better. Layover in Pt Huron on way to PAB – Grindstone actually. 

Classical music played in the hotel during dinner by trained musicians. Guys wore knickers, white flannel trousers, straw sailor hats. Women wore large hats, long skirts, starched white blouses with high collars and high shoes.

Golf course built in 1900.9 holes, requires accuracy. Used to use sand for tees. Sheep used to roam the grounds eating the grass to trim it. 

Large dock built in 1900 also – more room for deep steamers to dock. Started as 1500’ long and in 1970 was 150’. Pumped water from lake for cottages. Harvested ice for the summer. Delivered daily then. Finally died in 1951 – less demand. 

1913 horrible storm in Nov. 19 ships went down and damaged 71. Lost 248 lives and property lost was $4,157,400.  Matoa and Howard M. Hanna Jr. both went down off PAB. The Port Austin Coast Guard Station was located in PAB then – tried to rescue and had problems. (Probably LSS station as CG not formed until 1915) Started out at Eagle Bay until 1897 then moved due to low water. In 1913 Henry Gill was Capt. At the station. Thomas Deegan was second in command. Rest of crew helped with security at PAB. 

Storm started on Sunday afternoon. Saw ship distress signal on Monday morning. Pulled a lifeboat on a sleigh to the edge of the ice, then tried to row out and could not do it – boat filling with water. Came back and called Huron City and Harbor Beach for help and they could not respond. Storm buried surfboat in the sand – took hours to dig it out and it was damaged once they found it. Repaired it Monday night and Tuesday morning started to the Hanna in the surfboat. Met sailors coming back so went on and made two trips getting people off, bailing out the surfboat each time. No lives lost, took men to Lundy House to celebrate. CG Station active until 1940. Now a summer cottage.  

The Port Austin Gold and Country Club org’d late 1920 by businessmen but depression forced it to close.

Edgar Guest frequently stayed at PAB and wrote many a poem about PTAS, the Huron County Fair at Bad Axe (they took a train to it!) and about the people of the area. 

Schubel began his life at Grindstone City – which had in 1908 – 3 gen’l stores, 2 hotels, blacksmith shop, 2 churches and undertaking establishment.

PAB burned coal and wood in beginning. Chopped trees to get ready for need in summer. Had its own power plant until 1920 – lights out at midnight except for Sat – 1 am.
Port Austin

Indians settled west of Port Austin – maple trees for syrup and rock formations to help grind corn.

Jeduthan Bird in 1837 at PTAS, Captain Peer in 1834 at Grindstone City, Walter Hume in 1844 at Port Cresc and Pinnebog and Otto Storbeck in 1870’s to Kinde.

Village of Port Austin 1884 – 

Gov’t built lighthouse  completed in 1878  - before lighthouse and knew ship was coming – would light bonfires on beach or put a lamp on top of a cedar post.

Jonathon Bird first white settler in 1837. fled from Canada to Sag. Bay and settled at mouth of creek (Bird’s Creek).1838 built sawmill and first one of Huron County. 52 he sold out to Smith Dwight and Co who installed large steam sawmill and later cut over 120,000,000 feet of lumber to ship east.

First school in 1853. no regular mail – brought by steamboats and none in winter. 53-54 John Butters took contract to take mail from village to Caseville for $2 trip – few Indians and he went along the shore.

Coves along coast hid fugitives from law. Terminus of Western branch of Port Huron & Northwestern Rail. 2 docks 

Thomas Winsor has steam salt block started in 1878. Port Austin Peerless Salt. Brine from 2 wells of 1180 feet. 150 barrels a day capacity. 200 horsepower engine which also supplies machine shop, barrel factory and sawmill. 

Ayres & Co. in 1859 general merchandise. Salt block, sawmill, barrel factory and flouring mill also

Carriage and wagon manufacture, banking and insurance done by lawyer, Richard Winsor first settled at or near Huron City in 1857 and moved to ptas in 1867. built bank building that is there now? Furniture store, millinery, doctor, harness and saddlery, dressed lumber company, hardware and stove business, jewelry, bakery, tailor shop, boot shop, 2 blacksmith shops and restaurant. Dairy starting. County seat from 65 to 73 when it moved to bad axe. Court house became Winsor hotel.

First paper in huron county at ptas in 1862. The Huron County News. 
Schoolhouse could hold 200 students! One of best in county. 150 pupils. 

13 members in a brass band.

Port Austin in 1910 had a population of 500. Town had all they needed for summer at PAB – drug store, hardware store, 3 gen’l stores, clothing store, jewelry store, ice cream parlor, livery stable, undertaking establishment, meat market, harness shop, grain elevator, bank, shoe shop and 3 hotels. Wallace Company store is on the corner at light (now Heins Hardware). Delivery boy would come from it in am and return with deliveries in afternoon.

3 hotels in PTAS were Ryan House, Winsor House, and Pointe of Pines Hotel. Winsor became Lundy House and finally Lakeside Inn. County seat from 1864 to 1872. Stage line stop from Harbor Beach to Bay City (Winsor House). Pointe of Pines which became Edgewater Hotel. Torn down.
Lumber barons bought huge tracts of land from gov’t to harvest wood. Shipped to OH. PTAS has huge homes on main street as a result. Salt and fishing industries flourished.

PTAS did not burn in 1881 – lots of records there.
Ptas was the location for Air Force’s early warning system from 1959 until 1990’s. 

Ptas Reef Lighthouse – 2.5 miles northeast of Ptas. Completed in 1873 and refurbished in 1899. 

Ptas had 3 large loading docks until the storm of 1913 washed them away. Was a stagecoach stop from 1862 – 1882 when railroad came through, early newspaper published here in 1859. county seat from 60 – 73’ after hb and before ba.

Charles Learned had large lumber operations and built Garfield Inn. Pres. Garfield did visit here and now a B&B. He was partners with F. Ayres and E. Wiswall. Questover was another large home built with lumber money – now a home for the mentally challenged. 

St. Michael’s current building completed in 1883 – but Fr. Peter Kluck began going through the woods to serve people in area in 1860.

The Bank of 1884 was the Port Austin State Bank run by Harold Finan. A newer bank building has been constructed and this is now a gourmet restaurant.

Tourist cabins were built for summertime and area now has many summer cottage owners who come for the summer only.

Caseville

Indians of Chippewa Tribe first here

Reuben Dodge came in 1840 from Maine with wife and 2 kids

Originally Pigeon River Settlement, then Port Elizabeth – Alexander Wheeler and Francis Crawford were early township supervisors

Had many businesses – 4 – 5 gen’l stores, millinery, meat market, 3 hotels, blacksmith, wagon shop, shoe shop. 

1871 were producing 40,000 – 50,000 barrels of salt annually

3 million feet of lumber annually from sawmills.

Became village in 1850. incorporated in 1898

2 docks to hold steamers and sailing vessels – bring and take goods away

William McKinley Sr. (pres’ dad) in 1873 owned and operated iron works in Caseville and William jr visited often. He became pres in 1897 and was shot in 1901.

1883 – the Pontiac, Oxford and Port Austin Railroad reached Caseville

543 men who had lived in Huron County served in Union forces and 48 died.

Methodist Church on Main Street was built in 1874 and is a MI Historical Site. Its architecture is one of the most photographed in MI.

Francis Crawford bought 20000 acres from man in OH that became Caseville and owned salt wells, gristmill, supply store and a hardware store – made lumber. Champagne Funeral Home was his house. Beautiful!

Lighthouse was on Big Charity Island in Sag Bay in 1857. Closed with Gravelly Shoal Lighthouse was opened in 1939.

Had toboggan and water slides in Caseville – best beach in County Park

Elkton

First named Oliver Center after John Oliver – early settler.

Incorp as village in 1897

Many stories about name – one is that Benjamin Tripp operated meat market in PTAS and three elk were shot at the Bagley camp and brought to mkt. 3 elk weighed a ton and so it became known as Elkton Camp. Then Elkton Village.

First school in 1887 used until 1902, then as village hall and jail until 1939.

First newspaper in 1898 and was called Huron County Review

First bank in 1893 and was owned by A. H. Ole and Son. One of structures that burned in 1906 in the Great Elkton Fired of Feb. 1906.

Post office in 1886 – population was listed as 30 and mail svs to 500 people in area – now have population of 900 with mail to 2900 in area.

1912 baseball team was champion in the thumb

I. O. O. F. Hall and Opera House was located in Elkton

Have a restored cabin from 1865 in Ackerman Park that is maintained by Elkton Historical Soc’y

Harbor Beach and Port Hope

1837 – John Allen and Alanson Daggett settled at Rock Falls to fish and lumber. Jeremiah Jenks came and began lumbering in earnest. 

John Hapson and the Ludington family moved a mile north to area with a sandy beach and it became known as Sand Beach. Once lumber was gone in Rock Falls, Sand Beach became a town in 1855. 

Sand Beach first county seat when county was organized in 1859.

Gov’t constructed harbor of refuge at Sand Beach for large ships during stormy weather. 

In 1899 name changed to Harbor Beach

1902 the Huron Milling Company formed. 

Today – second largest city and only deepwater port for HC.

Frank Murphy’s dad was a lawyer also but mother a big influence on him.
Frank Murphy born in HB in 1890


Graduated from HB high school in 1908


U of M law school in 1914


Recorder’s court judge in Detroit 20 – 23


Mayor of detroit 30 – 33


Governor general of the Philippines from 33 – 35


High Commissioner to the Commonwealth of Philippine Islands 35-36


Governor of MI 36 - 38


U. S. Attorney General  39 


US Supreme Court justice from 40 til he died in 49 


House is the Frank Murphy House in HB – open for tours in summer

Daniel Morrell – bound for Taconite Harbor MN from Cleveland, last position given was 12 to 19 miles north of HB and that was 12:15 am nov 29 1966. foundered at 2:30 am and happened some 30 miles north of HB – the stern was later located about 16 miles north of Pointe Aux Barques.1:12 pm on nov 30 that another ship found the first body. 29 crew on board – Dennis Hale only survivor – 26 at the time, taken from raft by helicopter, survived 38 hours – 3 shipmates died in raft and he burrowed under them to survive.  He heard emergency alarm, got dressed and went above – ship breaking in half. Took 15 minutes to sink after he got in the raft. 26 bodies recovered – 2 never found. On Dec 7, 1970 the families of 27 men who lost their lives were awarded 2.75 Million by US District Judge Frank Batisti in Cleveland OH. 

Port Hope just up the coast.


Name from William Southard, who was an investor with Stafford. He came from back east and was put to shore from a boat in stormy weather. Rowed all night and said if he made it to shore it would be his “Port of Hope”. 


1850’s W. R. Stafford had sawmill and salt wells there. They would boil the brine water that was pumped from wells to get salt. W. R. Stafford Sawmill burned in Great Fire of 1881 – chimney is all that is left today


The Stafford mill built in PH in 1886 – used roller process to grind winter wheat to flour. Part of Bad Axe Grain Co. in early 1900s then sold to Thumb Farm Service in 1970’s and still in use today – one of oldest grain processing plants in MI


High school in ph in 1888 


As land cleared of timber, agriculture took over and remains big today.

Pigeon

Settlements along the shore in 1836 but interior not settled til much later.

Pontiac, Oxford and PTAS rr tacks ran through settlement called Berne in 1882. in 86, the Saginaw Tuscola and Huron rr went east from BP and crossed other tracks one mile south. That crossing became knows as Berne Junction.

Changed to Pigeon in 1891 for Pigeon River (where pigeons nested on river) was incorp. In 1903.

2 grain elevators, grist mill, foundry, 2 lg hotels, opera house, 2 harness shops, meat market, photography gallery, 2 furniture and undertaking establishments, 5 blacksmiths shops, laundry, livery, barbershop, 2 doctors, 7 churches and a ten-grade school by time incorporated. 

1904 – 582 residents – immigrants from central Europe and British Isles who came to US and stayed in NY, PA and OH first. Slow but continued growth after.

Had a store built in 1900 that drew a crowd of 2000 people on opening day. Mottos was “Everything for the family”. Closed in 1928. Hirshberg’s Big Store

Evangelical Church in 1885, Cross Lutheran in 1891, German ME Church in 1871 and Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1902

1872 first school held in log house, 1885 moved to German ME Church, 1896 built new brick building – burnt down in 1916. held classes in various church and public buildings until new school built again in 1918. starting with graduating class of 4 in 1899 – 1346 students were graduated from same building until 1960. 

Gould Carriage Company built 3 story building in 1904. Once cars came along, not need the Buggy and Carriage anymore. Closed and the Pigeon Novelty Company occupied the building for a short time. G. V. Black purchased it in 1914 and had a very successful gen’l merchandise company until 1925 when it burned down. The store had its own newspaper with a circulation of 10000! Customers came by train from Sag. And Pontiac to buy things at Blacks. Fare was refunded if bought over a set amount. Barns were covered with Black’s Bargains for advertising.

Port Crescent 
Lumber town from 1864 to 1881.  PT Crescent – 17 block village at one time, population of more than 500.  was called pinnepog after river and changed to pt crescent.

2 sawmills, 2 salt plants used waste from mills for fuel, made barrels for shipping here too. Gristmill, wagon factory, boot and shoe factory, pump factory, brewery, stores, 2 hotels, 2 blacksmith shops, post office, depot, telegraph office and roller rink.

Port Crescent 1884

350 people lived there, mouth of Pinnebog River

2 docks, mail run to ptas and Caseville, floated logs down pinnebog, had taken a lot of woods but still more to take

fishing port – herring and white fish, put in barrels of salt and shipped out,  Learned & Ayres from ptas had a business but sold out to Woods & Co. 1880 started salt brine and dug wells to supply them. Completed in 81 at depth of 1242 feet. 150 barrels daily is capacity.

Gen’l merchandise, salt, lumber, sawmill, grist mill that was first in county, wagon maker, blacksmith, boots, shoes, grocery, hotels, doctor, post office in 1865, school.

Pt Cresc once lumbering done – shipped its sand to the River Rouge plant for Ford. Sand was then exported to make glass and that continued til 1936.  1956 – dpt of conservation bought 124 acres to form port crescent state park.

Sebewaing

Chippewa Indians lived here first – dense forests for hunting, islands and marshes for fishing.

1829 Edward Petit had set up a trading post 

1845 Lutheran missionaries came to convert Indians – Johann Auch, Johann Dumser and Georg Sinke came to Sebewaing River area.

Luckhard Museum – is Indian missionaries’ mission built in 1849. Once Indians left, it became private residence. 1945- Charles Luckhard purchased house. Converted it to museum that contains articles used by missionaries and Indian artifacts. Also has replica of first log chapel built by missionaries.

German immigrants came to settle. Village became Auchville and then Sebewaing in 1857
Two fires cleared more land for easier settling. Sebewaing River was deep and allowed large ships in to carry goods back and forth. Built ships here, Sebewaing Brewing Company started in 1880 (we have bottles in general store?) in stopped in 1965
Sag Tuscola and Huron RR came in 1882. Sebewaing Blade, newspaper, in 1890 and Sebe. Sugar Co. in 1901.

John Liken built largest gen’l merch. Store in county. At least before 1897. burnt down in 1935.

Sebe. Sugar Co. plant built in 1901 and founded by William Wallace. Later part of MI Sugar Co. in 1906.  Big even today – buy Pioneer Sugar!

Today – 3rd largest city in county, farming and sugar beet are big industries, hunting and fishing too.

Ubly and Parisville

Ubly on Cass River, 

Incorp as village in 1896 First settlers james frank and orlow munro in 1856. Jacob miller and Robert scott in 1857 came next.
Now has 900 people there

First called Sidon from the Bible, next Pagett’s Corners (Alfred Pagett had store on corner in 1870), when applied for post office in 1880 – Mr. Pagett suggested “Ubley” after his hometown in England. Gov’t granted post office to “Ubly” and mr pagett as postmaster. wanted to name it pagettville but mr pagett declined. He wanted ubley after a town in England. Application came back with Ubly. Aflred rebuilt after fire 81 and had annual sales of $4000 in 1884. 

First Polish settlers to Parisville in 1848 – with church started in 1852. may be the oldest Polish settlement in US but records to verify it burned in fire.

First families that got land patents in 1854 were Slavik, Susalla, Polk and Smielewski brothers. 3 women who were born and raised in Parisville and lived to be over 100. 

Thumb Electric Cooperative org’d in 1937 when local farmers from 3 counties applied to gov’t for funds to build generating plant in Ubly. Part of FDR’s 1935 emergency relief program – Rural Electrification Administration (REA) gave interest free loans to areas without elect.

At St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church, polish and English services were held until 1947. 

Port Austin and Northwestern RR came to Ubly in 1881-82. by 1904 was owned by Pere Marquette RR and late the Chesapeake and Ohio. 

Huron Overall Factory had 10 employees in 1923. Org’d in 1922 and produced 50 pairs a day during peak production. Denim brought in by train and workers cut and assembled. They sold for $3.50 pair. 

In the beginning, Ubly had a school in late 1890’s for grades 1 – 8. For high school, they went to BA and boarded with families there. By 1904 they offered 1 – 10 and the first class to graduate from Ubly was in 1922.

They had a small brick building for a jail – James Sparling was the first town marshal, pound master and street commissioner – which meant that “he was to take care of stray cattle and loose horses as well as errant citizens.” Paid him 15.00 year plus all the fees he collected. 

D. B. Hand Condensed Mile Co. was in Ubly until 1906 when it was sold to the Page Mile Co. In 1919 the Nestle Milk Co. bought the business and made evaporate milk and sweetened condensed milk. For a time, women workers cut tin by hand to make the cans. Nestle ceased operations in 1971 and the Lyntex Manufacturing Co now occupies the building.

1900 had population of 432 – 1970 was 899

had women’s basketball team in 1924

White Rock
On earliest maps of area

Named after huge limestone boulder just offshore in Lake Huron and it was large enough to hold 6 – 8 sets of square dancers!

Did recognize Great Spirit and White Rock was place where they communicated with it. Smoke of burning tobacco on top of White Rock took prayers heavenward. Indians left offerings of tobacco and weapons on white rock. Indians venerated it and gathered here as did early trappers. Eastern boundary of the treaty of the NW Territory in 1807. first settlement in HC 

Became a trading center – 2 sawmills, salt brine co., harbor with 1000’ dock.

Present school built in 1909 and served until 1968 – now a museum. 
The Army Air Corp almost destroyed it by using it for target bombing and strafing in WWII.

Settlers of Parisville landed at White Rock, 10 miles to the east of Parisville. 

Had home sawmills once timber companies pulled out – brine business went under when no more trees for fuel were around. 

Railroad went north from BA through Kinde to Ptas, turned east along the shore to Pointe Aux Barques and then to Grindstone City
Manufacture of salt was side line of mills in northern part of thumb. Waste slabs and lumber used to generate steam to run pumps that drew brine from well and evaporate it. First salt plant was by Ayres & Company in ptas in 1863. made 40,000 barrels of salt annually. 1878 – Port Austin Peerless Block sold 68,000 barrels of salt. Learned and Ayres drilled wells at Pt Crescent and in 1871 first one drilled in Caseville. White Rock had largest salt manufacturing plant and was nationally advertised. 

Ship building another industry of thumb. Fort Gratiot in 1818 was start for St. Clair county. Marine City, Port Huron, St. Clair and Algonac all built ships.

Commercial fishing not sure when it started. St. Clair River by 1820’s. Whitefish, sturgeon, trout, perch, herring, pickerel, pike, bass, bullheads, sunfish and many others.

At start – fish packed in salt to ship. Winter fish were frozen and packed in ice. Lumbering and salt manuf. Reduced cost of fishing – barrels and salt were handy and plentiful. 

1862 – first paper in Huron County – the Huron County News, published in HB. County seat then. Charles Steel editor, news of civil war etc. lasted a year.  when seat moved to ptas – paper was revived under same name. The Backwoodsman was first paper in BA – sold in 1880 to form the Huron Tribune.

Huron Township organized in 1855 and first settled in 1845 by Mr. Lewis who started a sawmill. Then Mr. Brakeman and Langdon Hubbard. 5 school districts, Huron City nearest port.

